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Tue work at prefent before us might with more propriety be 
termed ‘ memoirs of the prefent age,’ than the life of any particular 
perfon, for the events here narrated appértain rather to the annals. of 
Europe, than the hiftory of any individual however celebrated. The 
preface to the tranflation conveys a general idea of it’s importance - 

‘ Whether the fubje&t or the author of the prefent volames be 
confidered, they will doubtlefS be deemed worthy of attention. 
They contain fome interefting particulars relative to the late revo- 
lution in Sweden, which degraded that country from a limited to an 
arbitrary monarchy, and a Picines attempt of the poles on the firft 
partition of their territories to vindicate their national indepen- 
lence: two great events, in both of which, alas ! defpotifm proved 
finally triumphant. 

« But the mott valuable part of this work will be found to confift 
in the detailed account of a revolution, that has laid afide the reign- 
ing dynafty of France, ereéted democracy on the ruins of mo Y> 
en the lait of the Capets, and bids fair to change the face of 

urope. 

‘ The military man will here become acquainted with all the re- 
fources of his art; the hiftorian will difcover faéts, the politician 
maxims, the ftatefman leffons, in almoft every page; for although 
Dumouriez be equally obnoxious to the royalifts whom he has con- 
quered, and the republicans whom he is faid to have betrayed, yet 
neither of them can deny, that he poffeffes extraordinary abilities, 
however much they may be inclined to lament their perverfion’ ~ 
_ Charles Francis Dumouriez was born at Cambray on the 25th of 
january, 1739. His father, who had been an officer in the army, and 
afterwards became a commiflary at war, was for fome time his in- 
fru€tor, but he at length fent him to the college of Louis-le-grand. 

Vhe young man at firlt withed to become a jefuit, and foon after& 
lawyer, but he was at length induced by accident, and led by au 
urefiftible impulfe, to enter into the army. He atcordingly ferved 
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for fome time as a volunteer in the regiment of Defcars, in which he 
got a commiffion. The following paflage, while it evinces an ex. 
traordinary degree of intrepidity, at the fame time exhibits a mof 
wonderful coincidence of events : 

Vol. 1. ». 29.—* On the evening before this aétion, [the attack 
of the french at Cloftercamp, by the hereditary prince, now duke 
of Brunfwick] while the french army was on its march with a de- 
fign to encamp along the canal of Eugene, with the left at Clofter. 
camp, the centre at Campen Bruck, and the right towards Rhin- 
berg, Dumotriez, who was on duty with the count de Thiars, then 
marechal de camp, was difpatched by that officer from the column on 
the left te the column on the right of the army. He then preceded 
the columns, fell in with part of Fifcher’s horfe grenadiers, 
and fome of Beaufremont’s dragoons, crofled the canal with them, 
rode along the other fide of it, on purpofe to advance towards the 
right, keeping always within fight of his own troops, but was im- 
mediately affailed by a fcore of the enemy’s huffars. He inftantly 
defended himfelf, and at the fame time called on fome of the french 
troopers, who had juft fled, to come to his affiftance. He difabled 
two of the huffars from continuing the combat, but his own horfe 
fell down dead under him; atid, to increafe his misfortune, his left 
ftirrup, which happened to be formed of untempered iron, was bent 
clofe to his foot by the weight of his charger. He difengaged his 
leg, but {till found his foot held faft; notwithitanding this, he fuf- 
tained, even in this fituation, a combat of four or five minutes againtt 
his furious antagonifts. He then fquatted down between a hedge 
immediately behind him and his horfe, and ftill found means to 
wound three men and feveral horfes. ‘Thefe barbarians, keeping 
themfelves juft out of the reach of his fabre, furrounded and fired at 
him with their piftois and carabines, a fhot from one of which car- 
ried away the middle finger of his right hand, broke the handle of 
his fvord, and thus Completely difarmed him; another fcorched his 
eye-brows, eye-lafhes, and hair, and disfigured al] his countenance 
with grains of gunpowder. At the very moment when he was about 
to be murdered, a tutelary angel arrived to his fuccour; this proved 
to be the baron de Behr, aide-de-camp to the hereditary prince. 
The prince happened to be réconnoitring, and thefe huffars formed 
has efcort. The baron was obliged to draw his fabre to prevent 
them from butchering Dumouriez; he at length fucceeded in his 
efforts, and they difengaged his foot, atid dragged him before the 
hereditary prince, who paid him mahy compliments. He was then 
carried to the ftation where the enemy’s firft line had encamped im 
the open Sir during the preceding night. It confifted of ari englith 
brigade ander lord Waldcgrave. There his wounds were d 
for <he firft tie ; he had fix deep ones, and thirteen fevere contu- 
fions. -What affeéted him moft was the circumftance of being unable 


“to make ufe of tither of his arms. He was however placed on horle- 


‘back, and artived ‘at the camp of Burich, where he was ¥ 
‘tarefled by the enemy’s gencrals and foldiers, more eff y 


“ On the next day the hereditary prince chofe to retire, after 
axperiencing ‘but indifferent faccefs, which he, however, had 70 
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reafon to expect; for never did any general better deferve to gain 
@ battle than he did that of Cloftercamp. . 

« Dumouriez received every poflible mark of attention and be- 
nevolence from him; but although he entreated him as a favour to 
fend him back to the french camp, the prince perfifted in keeping him 
along with the army, until it had,croffed the Rhine, and begun, to 
retire, left he fhould relate what he had feen. After shis retreat had 
been achieved, he fent him to Wezel, .efcorted by the fame baron 
de Behr who had faved his life, and who was a very,,amiable young 
man; he at the fame time wrote an exceedingly kind letter to the 
marquis de Caftries, full of the praifes of his young prifoner. The 
prince did not then forefee that’ this letter, which was carefally 
tranfmitted to the marthal de Belle-Ifle,, would make the, fortune of 
this officer, and that thirty-two years after this felf-fame _pri- 
fouer would command an army againit him in, Cl ne, and 
fave France by obliging him to retire.’ nel Laer : 

Dumouriez foon after obtained a troop of horfe, and what 
was of {till more confequence, the. patronage of the duke; de 
Chowfeul. sm anivib wast. 4 

At the peace of 1763, he.was difmiffed, and. gratified with.2 
‘ fterile decoration,’ now defpifed, a penfion that wasnever. paid, 
and no lefs than twenty-two wounds. Being thus deftitute of pro- 
fefional employment, and croffed in love, he repaired ,to,Jtaly ;/ his 
intrigues there and at Paris, relative to Corfica, affond.a fair {peci- 
men of his abilities, and demonftrate their natural bent.; His talents 
were ftili further developed during his travels thrqugh Spainand Portu- 
gal. In the year 1768 we find him aétang as quarter mafter general of 
the french army in Corfica, where his military knowledge appearsin 
aconfpicuous pointof view. The following quotation is interefting, 
: it relates to. an ifland recently annexed to the crown of Gréat- 

ritain. : 

Vol. 1, Pp. 172.—* Paoli, in the courfe of this war, difplayed preat 
genius, and a noble confiftency ; had he been endowed with military 
talents, had he known how to have inftruéted his conntrymen in: that 

cies of hoftility beft fuited to their natural bent, he would have 

ftroyed our little army in 1768, and done us much more harm 
than we experienced in 1769. . 

‘ The corficans alfo exhibited a very laudable courage, It is 
aftonifhing that this handful of iflanders, deftitute of artillery, forti- 
fications, magazines, and,money, fhould have kept France at bay 
during two campaigns, although fhe had no other enemies :to: 
with. Bat liberty doubles the value.and the ftrength of man.; df the 
Corficans had not been difunited among themfelves, if theirJeader 
had poflefied their entire confidence, as he fo juftly. merited, if he 
had felefied two or three military men acquainted: with therart of 
War, on purpofe to have acted under him, and.to; have formed.a well 
ni one fcheme of defence, it is doubtful whether sales would 
ver have been cenquered. The maritime towns might dndeed 
have been taken, and all communication betweeri them and thei reft 
of the nniverfe cut off, but then retiring to their imacceffible:moun- 
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and fuppported their independance, until a war among the great 
powers had opened a door to foreign affiftance. : 
* This wandering people could never have been deprived of their 
oats, their chefnuts, and their ftreams: thefe fimple aliments are 
faticient for them. A rude kind of money with a moor’s head 
ftamped upon it formed all their riches. Paoli made two hundred 
and forty fols out of a french crown, and a fum amounting to about 
three thoufand livres of this bafe metal ferved for all the purpofes 
of exchange. They neither wanted arms nor amunition, and t 
themfelves fpun their own clothes, which confifted of a coarfe brown 
ftufF, out of the hair or the wool of their flocks. The corficans 
poflefs courage, talents, and that refignatton which elevates the 
mind of man. ' But there is a national vice which will always oppofe 
itfelf to ‘their thappinefs: this is hatred and the love of revenge. 
The vice in _—, has ores them time immemorial ; and 
Senee2 rej ed them with it nearly eighteen hundred years a 
ina ealisions diftich : r a 
“ Prima eff ulcifci lex.” 
This is in faé&t their law: or, more properly fpeaking, no hw, 
either divine or human, can prevent a corfican from thiritmg after 
revenge. At this very moment, m 1794, Corfica no longer apper- 
tains to aity ftate ; the inhabitants may now become truly free: let 
them but fabdue this horrid paffion, and beware of delivering them- 
felves over to a foreign yoke, and they will be happy. 

* The corficans have not any natural connection with, or refem- 
blance to, the other european nations, they will therefore be always 
unquiet fubjects, and impatient under the yoke of another people. 
They are attached to an ariftocratical form of government, hike all 
the primitive tribes, and the free favages of America. They ftand 
in need of a chief to govern them, and of a very fimple conftitu- 
tion. They are religious; hofpitable, generous, proud, and they 
poffefs all the feeds of the great virtues. They deferve to be happy, 
and they will actually become fo, if they but take advantage of cu- 
cumftan¢es. It is not the extent of territory, but of virtue, that 
couftitates the ftrength of republics. They occupy a central point in 
the Meditetranean, fo important indeed, that all the maritime powers 
aré envious of it, and watch each other left any one of them fhould 

poffefs it ; in this confifts their fecurity.’ * The conqueft of Corfica, 

It is foom-after added, * is an inexeufable piece of injuitice on the part 
of the court of France. The genoefe had not any right to fell, or 
the french to’ purchafe a territory, whence the former had been 
driven upwards of thirty years, by a nation which, fince that epoch, 
was free.” The dake de Choifeul. made the king of France pe 
chaie litigious claims, and a bad law fuit, which coft a great deal’of 
mate: im addition to the blood of the people, which unfortunately 
bat-feldomi ‘enters into politica) calealations, thefe two campaigh® 
have either oceafioned or become the pretext for the expenditure of 
a fam exceeding eighty millions extraordinary ; and this t00, ont ws 


ewe ofe an ifland, which, aeenaes 
rapacity,’ has always coft a balarice of fix h 
hires a year‘overiand above the amount of its revenue, Colonies 
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alienate the minds of the corficans, on whom reftraints of every 
kind have béen impofed, and thefe in their turn have tended not a 
little to difgui their free genius, and their fimple and almoft favage 
habits.’ is 

Mr. de Lomellini, formerly doge of Genoa, was accultomed to 
fay, ‘ that it would be a very happy thing were it poflible to bore 
a large hole in the centre of Corfica, on purpofe to bury it under’ 
the ocean.’ This ifland feems deftined to fcchine a curfe to every. 
power that poffeffes it. 

The war in Poland, in 1770, in confequence of what a learned 
and truly refpeCtable gnglith bifhop terms ‘ the partitionary policy 
of the continental defpots *’ epened a new field for the diplomatic 
and military talents of the author, and we again find him exerting 
his powers as _a ftatefman and a warriour. On the difgrace of the 
duke de Choifeul, who had meditated a general war throughout 
Europe for the exprefs purpofe of humbling Great Britain, Dumow- 
riez returned to France, and was foon after fhut up in the Batftille 
by means of a lettre de cachet, one of the ufual modes under the 
monarchy of avenging private animofities, er requiting public fer- 
vices, and thefe were in fuch general ufe, that they were left ready 
figned at all the public offices, with blanks for the names of the real 
or fuppofed culprits. His ftudies, examination, and purfuits while 
in that horrid fortrefs, are highly interefting : fuch was his turn for 
intrigue, and fo great his fuccefs in the application of his talents that 
way, that he found means to remove from a difagreeable chamber to 
the beft in the whole caftle, and actually carried on a correfpon- 
dence by the agency of wooden billets ! 

On his regaining his liberty, we find him employed by the court, 
as an engineer, and he was foon after appointed commandant of 
Cherbourg. His furvey of that part of the coaft of France oppofite 
England, and his obfervations on the ufes to which the port where 
he commanded might ‘be applied in cafe of an invafion of Great 
Britain, which was a¢tually intended during the american war, pre- 
fent a variety of interefting fats, He himfclf laid a plan to get 
poffeffion of the Ifle of Wight at the end of the year 1778, and the 
reannexation of Guernfey and Jerfey to France, feems fill to be one 
of his favourite projects. : 

Vol. 11 opens with a pifure of Prance.—-‘ A death worthy his 
debauchery, at length difembarraffled France of Louis xv, and 
placed his grandfon, the unfortunate Loujs xvi, a prince de- 
ferving of a better fate, on the throne, Never did a monarch 
commence his career with purer intentions, or was worfe feconded, 
more betrayed, or more thwarted. ‘The moral virtues, goodnefs, 
juftice, economy, moderation, and the moft precious of all,-a dif- 
tuft of his own inexperience, and the medjocrity of his talents : 
thefe qualifications pierced through the deficiencies of a very negli 
gent education, A J even of a very clownihh perfon. 

* The firft ftep taken by him, with an intention poy Ce 
worthy, was to fummon to his affiftance an old man of eighty, for 
—— sponte ne RC TE 
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merly poffeffed of great talents, and an able minifter, whom twen 
yetrs of exile ought to have cured of the vices of 2 Court. This 
milerable man became the deftru¢tion of’ his mafter, who had {- 
jeéted him for his Mentor ; he now proved as much attached to fi. 
volity and buffoonery as he had heen during his youth; he’ far- 
rounded him with a frivolous court ; led aftra'y a young queen, who 
offeffed a great charaéter, and to who‘e way of thinking he micht 
fave given a better direction; feduced the king’s brothers by his 
compiaifance for their prodigality ; and completed the fcheme of 
ruining,France, and of hang “rat, San government defpicable. This 
is the man who opened the fatal box, whence all the calamities and 
crimes of frenchmen have iffued.. Unhappy Louis, unfortunate queen, 
it was Maurepas who was the original caufe of your martydom! Ifhe 
had poffeffed a heart, if he had been penetrated with the extent of the 
duties which the confidence of a young monarch impofed upon him, 
you would have ftill furvived; and if Praiice had not poffefied a con- 
ftitution, at leaft its government would have refumed its dignity, 
and the people would have bleffed the Mentor of a good king! 

* His death would have been a public benefit, if in this feeble and 
corrupted court there had been one worthy man, whom Louis xv1 
could have oppofed to the torreut of depravity and weaknefs, which 
then fhook, and was foon about to overturn his throne, Thirty- 
eight minifters, who in the {pace of fourteen ycars traverfed the tot- 
tering edifice of the monarchy, gave a finifhing blow to its founda- 
tions.. Necker had the courage to expofe himfelf to the premier- 
fhip. He poffeffed honeft intentions and fome talents: but he was 
a foreigner, utteriy unacquainted with France ; it would have been 
neceflary for him either to have been a prince of the blood, or one 
of the moft noble cafs in the kingdom, in order to have combated, 
with fuccefs, perfonal interefZ, knavery, avarice, and all the paffions 
which ereted an impenetrable barrier between him and his mafter. 
The two grand iupports of government, terrour and dignity, were 
alfo wanting. Although below the univerfa! enthufiafm he infpired, 
he was yet above the general contempt with which he was covered 
during the laft moments of his miniftry. 

« Louis x v1, during his whole reign, was the fport of thofe very 
perfons whom he moft loved. -Not- being able to inculcate real 
vices, they contrived to infpire him with faétitious ones, fuch as 
anger and the love of wine. But employed a ftill more terrible 
weapon to difgrace him: this was ridicule. ‘To this may be added 
the biunders and the follies committed by the higher ranks of the 
court, the procefs about the necklace*, and a variety of fcandalous 
anecdotes; in fhort, the black cloud of fcorn was colleéting over 
the royal heads. The ftorim at length burft, and then there was nct 

2 fingle man to be found in that court, who had the —_ to facri- 
fice himfelf to fave this good prince, All fied, abandoned him, and 
carried into a foreign iand their complaints and their rage, and thus 


 €* The author here alludes to the famous ftory of the diamond 
necklace, in which the queen, cardinal de Rohan, and a female 


advenurer, called the countefs de la Morte, were implicated. 
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increafed that tempeft to which they permitted him to expofe him- 
felf, alone aud unattended.’ . 

This account of the late kingtf the french is more favourable ta 
his deart than his Jead, but whoever choofes to confult chap. yas 
and 1x, Vol. 11, will fnd him accufed of treachery ; and indeed it 
is evident, that even Dumouriez himfelf was fairly outwitted in con- 
fequence of the hypocrify of the monarch and his confort. In refpec& 
to the latter, we learn in p. 204, Vol. 1, that neither fhe nor the 
king would fuffer < either thefe novelties, or the conftitution ;’ and 
we find, in p. 209, that both of thefe great perfonages had affifted the 
body guards to emigrate, in order to join the rebels. If the then 
minifter of foreign affairs be deemed good authority on this occa- 
fion, the execution of Lewis, although it may be deemed impolitic, 
can fcarcely be termed unjuft. But in addition to all this, we are 
told, that inftead of the eighteen hundred men allowed by the law, 
‘ near fix thoufand affaffins were enlifted into the new body guard,’ 
and that the crofs of St. Lewis was converted ‘ ever fince his 
{Lewis x v1’s] refidence in Paris, into a fymbol of confpiracy.’ 

After an adminiftration of a few months as minifter of foreign 
affairs, and of a few days for the head of the war department, Du- 
mouriez repaired to Luckner’s army with the rank of major general, 
He foon diftinguithed himéelf at the camp of Maulde, and became 
commander in chief, in confequence of his conduét on the famous 
ioth of Auguft. . 

The occupying the foreft of Argonne, the pofition at Grandprey, 
and the majfterly retreat to St. Menehould, are events on which the 
fafety of France depended, and which forcibly and irrefiftibly prove 
the military talents of the french general: indeed, had it not been 
for him, his native country, if not entirely abpegne would at leat 
have been partitioned by a cruel, favage, and vindittive horde of 
german mercenaries. A man of moderate talents would have con- 
cealed his errours, but Dumouriez ingenuoufly acknowledges his mif- 
take at the pafs of Croix-aux-bois, although it might have proved 
fatal to his whole army, and by thus gaining a victory over his owa 
vanity, he appears truly great ! 

No fooner was the hero, who had impofed fetters on Holland, 
forced to retreat from Champagne, than Dumouriez, infatiate of 
glory, carried his vi@orious army into, and overran the Netherlands. 
He attributes the fuccefs of the battle of Gemappe, Vol. 111, 
P. 346,—* 1. to colonel ‘Thouvenot, who determined, and con- 
duéted the attack on the left; 2. to the valet de chambre Baptifte 
Renard, who rallied the infantry and cavalry of the centre; 3. to 
the duke de Chartres, who rallied the left of the centre, and forced 
the centre of the village ; and 4. to the impetuous attack made on 
the redoubts to the right, by the commander in chief.’ The career 
of Dumouriez was checked chiefly through the mifconduét of Pache, 
the minifter at war, who afterwards became mayor of Paris, 

Vol. 111, p. 437.—-* The plan of the campaign,’ fays he, * was 
very grand, very eafy in point of execution, and exceeding! ufeful 
toFrance. Jt was Kellermann’s ill timed retreat that occa! a d its 
fiilure. The feparate plan for the invafion of the Low Pane was 
infallible; ix required no mone, an twenty inftead thirey Gey 
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Sor its complete fuecefs, It was the minifter Pache, and the deputy 
Cambon, who, not being able to make it intirely mifcarry, rendered 
it ufelefs and dangerous; the firft by deftroying the arm by want 
the fecond by cauting an odious and tyrannical fyftem to be ado ted 
for the adminiftration of the Low Countries. Al] might have been 
repaired by the capture of Maeftricht and Venlo, at the epoch when 
genera] Dumouriez demanded orders for that purpofe from the exe- 
cutive power. ‘The unfortunate Lebrun, direéted by the perfidious 
councils of the hare-brained Briffot, prevented this refource ; and 
afterwards, to complete the ruin of every thing, both of them pro- 
voked the declaration of war againft England and Holland, at the 
ns of 1793, when the french army was totally diforganized, 
and the people of Belgium entirely alienated. 

* The campaign of the Low Countries has proved exceeding brilliant 
and unfortunate to general Dumouriez. That of Champagne was more 
tkilful, more advantageous, and poffeffes much more merit in the 
eyes of well informed military men. Both of them exhibit an 
aftonifhing rapidity for kiftory. They are intirely oppofite in their 
natures. The firit prefents a fyftem of defence, exact, cool, and 
circumfpect, confifting principally of well combined marches, and 
well chofen pofitions. ‘The fecond, a rapid feries of offenfive ope- 
‘yations, confifting in the well timed difplay of fuperiour means, one 
pitched battle, four engagements and two fieges. 

* Would to God that this latter campaign had never been under- 
taken, and above all, that general Dumouriez had not been charged 
with the condu& of it! His fuccefies have given him much chagrin and 
regret, for they have developed villany, avarice, and barbarity, on 
the part of monfters who have perverted and difhonoured a nation 
eftimable until then. It will recover from its errours; but how can 
it efface its crimes? ..... ' | 

We camnot take our leave of this very interefting work without a 
few obfervations. Whether confidered as a ftatefman, a general, 
or an author, Dumouriez is highly deferving of attention. We have 
frequently acknowledged his talents, and every page of the hiftory 
now before us proves, that he is no ordinary man. Bu: at the fame 
time it appears evident to us, that he, on all occafions, has acted the 
part of a mere /aldier of fortune; and this indeed may be proved from 
his own account; for he offered his fervices to Genoa againft Cor- 
fica, to Paoli againft the genoefe, and at length aétually ferved 
during the whole of what he himfelf allows to have been an unjuft 
war: that waged by the corrupt court of France againft the liber- 
ties of the brave corficans. After traverfing Portugal in order to 
Jearn in what manner Spain might be beft enabled to conquer it, we 
find him contending for freedom in Poland, with the fame zeal with 

which he had fupported tyranny in Corfica! seas 

He pretends to venerate the rights of mankind, and the liberties of 

his country: but did he not prefent a plan for the fecurity of Parts 
and the Baftille, which would have intirely prevented the revolu- 
tion? Did he not wear the donzet rouge as a jacobin, and mamtain 3 
private correfpondence with Lewis x v1? Did he not feize the com 
miffioners from the convention, and deliver them up to ac 


revengeful enemy? Did he not, both on the flight of the kang, = 
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on his being made prifoner on the 10th of auguft, offer his fervices 
to the reprefentatives of the people, whom, when it fuited his am- 
bition, he acknowledged to poffefs the fole legitimate power? and 
did he not, inftigated by the felf-fame ambition, attempt to turn the 
arms of the foldiery againft the convention, and all France? 

In confequence of fuch an equivocal line of conduc, after attempt- 
ing to a€& the part of a Cromwell, or at leaft of a Monk, a cha- 
racter perhaps ftill more atrocious, Dumouriez finds himfelf abhorred 
by all parties; even defpotifm itfelf will not truft him! It is the 

rovince of hiftory to aflign every great character it’s true rank in 
the temple of fame, and had his a¢tions but been governed by prin- 
ciple, this exiled general would have preceded the greateit men of 
modern times, and rivalled even the heroes of antiquity. S. 





TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 


Art. 11. The Tranfadtions of the Royal Irifhb Academy. Vol. V. atoe 
482 p. and g pl. 18s. inbds. Dublin, Bonham; Lond. Elmiley. 


We mean not to infinuate any invidious or difrefpectful compa- 
rifon between the productions of this, and thofe of othe literary 
focieties. When we afhrm, however, that among the annual com- 
munications which we have an opportunity of perufing, the con- 
tributions of the irifh academy towards the improvement of the 
arts and fciences are eminently excellent,—when we affirm this, 
we only difcharge our duty to the public, and prefent the juit 
tribute of praife to genius and induitry ufefully direted. ‘The 
memoirs in this volume are arranged, as ufual, under thefe three 
heads : Science, which fill 327 pages; Polite Literature, g2 pages ; 
and Antiquities, 63 pages. 

ScireNcE.—Art. 1. A comparative view of meteorological obfer- 
wations made in Ireland fince the year 1788, with fome hints towards 
forming proguoftics of the weather, by Richard Kircvan, e/g. 
F.R.S. €S MeR. I. Ao—The viciflitudes of the weather, like 
every other change in nature, are doubtlefs governed by phyfical 
principles, and refult neceffarily from the operation of previous 
circumftances. Of thefe viciflitudes various phenomena have been 
accounted prognoftics, and to prefage them with fome degrce of 
probability feveral expedients have been adopted. The phafes of 
the celeftial bodies, and certain affections of the animal creation, 
have frequently been reforted to as grounds of conjecture on this 
fubje&t. One of the moft celebrated of the roman poets, viewing 
the matter <s intimately connected with the arts of hufbandry, has 
{pecified feveral fuch prognoftics of the weather. All inquiries, 
however, into this fubject have been circumfcribed, with reipect to 
their object, within the narrow limits of a few days, or at mott of 
a lunar month, and if extended farther, have never, till of late, 
been conducted on any juft or philofophical principles. The 
connection of the feafons was indeed eatily, and therefore early 
aicertained ; but to prefage their different modifications and chae 
tatters, in a fcientific manner, and to inftitute any theory of the 
Principles by which their temperament is regulated, is a new at- 
tempt 
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tempt in the refearches of philofophy. In fhort, meteorole 

as a {cience, is yet in it’s infancy. The irifh academy has paid 
confiderable attention to this fubje¢t; and has provided and dif. 
tributed, at it’s own coit, feveral well conftru&ed meteorological 
inftruments, for the purpofe of obferving, with accuracy, the 
various changes of the weather.—A fummary view of fome of 
thefe obfervations, Dr. K. has, through the medium of the fociety, 


refented tothe public in this, and the two following memoirs.— " 


he firit contains an account of the weather at Dublin for the 
years 1789, and 1790; at Belfaft for) “ "> m ths of 1989; 
at Galway for the firft cight mont .s ot that year; and at T.ondon 
for the whole of the fame year. The memoir is concluded with 
Dr. Rutty’s table of the ftate of fpring, fummer, and autumn, 
trom 1725 to 1765 inclufively, whence our author calculates the 
probability at the commencement of the year, of wet, dry, or va 
riable feafons. 

The terms wet, dry, and variable, as ufed by Dr. Rutty, being 
vague and indefinite, Dr. K. in the 2d memoir, affixes to them a pre» 
cife meaning, and determines the feafons to be wet, variable, and 
dry, according as the quantity of rain, ag on a fquare foot 
during thefe feafons, exceeds, equals, or falls thort of a definite 
weight. 

The 3d memoir contains a ftate of the weather in Dublin, from 
rit june 1791, to the rft january 1793. 

Art. 4. Examination of the fuppofed igneous crigin of flony [ub- 
Slances, by Richard Kirwan, fg. ¥. Rk. 8. & M.R, 4. A.—It has been 
generally fuppofed by naturalifts, that ftones were originally fott, 
and even liquid; that their fluidity was occafioned by their diffo- 
lution or their diffufion in water, and that they were afterwards 
cryftailized, precipitated, or otherwife feparated from it. In op- 
polition to this opmion, Dr. Hutton has endeavoured to prove, 
that antecedently to the prefent ftate of our globe, ‘+ ftones were 
utterly deprived of folidity, and have fince acquired it by fufion 
and fubfequent congelation.”” This theory of Dr. Hutton’s 8 
controverted in this memoir, in which the author affirms, rit, ‘ that 
the fuppofition of a degree of heat fufficient for the fufion of flony 
fubftances in general, without calcination or change, 1s not only 
gratuitous, but alfo contrary to all, that we at prefent know, of 
the agency of heat ;’ and 2dly, ¢ that all the appearances of na- 
ture depofe in favour of an aqueous folution or diffufion, and 
a cryftallization, concretion, or fubfidence therefrom, 4m 
againft an igneous fufion or folution.’—Dr. Hutton’s theory # 
certainly ingenious, while it removes feveral difficulties, whi 
accompany the gencrally received hypothefis. The objections, 
however, which are here urged againit it, are very forcible ; 
if not fufficient to overturn if, render it’s truth highly problema- 
tical. , 

Art. 5, Amethod of preparing a fulphureous medicinal water, by the 
Rev. Edward Kenney.—lIt has been the opinjon of feveral chemity 
that fulphureous waters are impregnated with the fumes ° 
phur only ; while others have afferted, that they contain fulphu 


combined with magnefiae The latter of shefe bypone ted 
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adopted by Mr. K., and his method of preparing fulphureous water 
he explains thus: p. 85. ‘ Flowers of fulphur and magnefia are to 


be mixed with water in the proportion of four drachms of each to 


a quart of water. They fhould previoutly be ground together in 
a glafs mortar, for the purpofe of breaking all the {mall lumps of 
fulplrur which would otherwife float on the water. They fhould 
then be gradually wetted with the water, and worked up with it 
by the hand. When fo mixed, as that none of the fulph ur floats, 
the whole is to be poured into a clofe veffel, in which it may con- 
veniently be flaken two or three times every day for three weeks. 
After that time it is*to fettle for two days, and then the liquid to 
be racked off fine. The fame ingredients will impregnate the like 
quantity of water two or three times, toan equal degree of itrength, 
in a {pace of time fomewhat fhorter than the firit.” This medi- 
cinal water, Mr. K. informs us, has, in every cafe of worms, in 
which he has tried it, proved a very efficacious remedy, and come 
pletely deftroyed them. One ounce of the impregnated liquor 
fhould be mixed with twelve ounces of cold water, two ounces of 
which mixture may be taken as a dofe. 

Art. 6. On the folation of lead by lime, by Robert Perceval, m. n. 
M.R.1.A.—-In this memoir is contained an account of feveral 
experiments, which the author made, in order to afcertain in what 
manner lead is corroded by lime, and how far this corrofion may 
be promoted by the action of atmofpheric air. 

Art. 7. On anew kind of portable barometer, for meafuring heights, 
by the Rev. Fames Archibald Hamilton, p. dD. M. R. 1. A—The 
barometer here recommended 1s conftructed on this principle, 
that cork is a fubftance which is impermeable to mercury, but 
fufficiently porous for the free and eafy tranfmiffion of air. The 
inftrument is thus defcribed by the author : rp. 97. * The barometer 
confifts of a tube not mach more than thirty inches long, an ivory 
cylinder about two inches in length, and upwards of one inch in 
diameter, open at one end, clofed at the other by a cover that is 
to be fitted on with a fcrew, fo fine and true as to prevent the efcape 
of any quickfilver when the initrument is put together. 

‘A found, clean and porous cork, of about three-fourths of an 
inch in length, and one in diameter, fhould be very nicely fitted 
toenter with a moderate preflure at the bottom of the ivory cylin- 
der, which fhould be turned fo truly throughout, that the cork 
may be pufhed up to the extremity of the open, where there fhould 
be left a fmall fhoulder to ftop the farther progrefs of the cork, 
and to retain it in its proper place. When the cork is in this fitu- 
ation it fhould be carefully bored with a circular file to receive 
the end of the glafs tube tightly through its axis, fo that the end 
of the tube may rife beyond it, and projeét about half an inch 
into the empty part of the cylinder, and that the axis of the tube, 
and of the cylinder, may be exaétly in the fame right line. 

‘ The tube fhould be then carefully filled in the ufual manner, 
and the mercury poured over the end into the ivory cylinder, till 
fuch a quantity is admitted as may be fufficient, when the lid is 
fcrewed down tight, to cover the end of the glafs tube in any 
pollible pofition of the inftrument ;to wit, whem held cither _ 
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rallcl, oblique, or pergontanies to the horizon, a bored maho. 
gany ftaff with a brafs {cale and vernier, a thermometer cafe and 
caps of brafs to flide or fcrew on each end, is to be prepared to 
receive the barometer and its attached thermometer, which being 
firmly and carefully introduced and fitted to their places, the 
whole is completed and fit for ufe.’—-This defcription of the in. 
ftrument is accompanied with a plate, and followed by foe ree 
marks on the conftruction, adjuftment, and manner of ufing it, 
The diameter of the tube, recommended by Dr. H., is ,; of an 
inch, and that of the ciftern 1.2. 

Art. 8. letter to the author of the preceding paper, with remarks 
and hints for the further improvement of barometers, by H. Hamil- 
ton, De D. Dean of Armagh, ¥.k.s. SF M. R. I. A.-——The author of 
this memoir approves of the form and ftructure of Dr. A. H.’s 
barometer, but fulpects, * that the clofenefs of the cork, which 
is fufficient to prevent the mercury from efcaping, will alfo prevent 
the free communication that ought to fubfift between the outward 
air, and that in the box.’ He obferves likewife, that the pores 
of the cork may in time be obfiructed by duft, or fopped by the 
abforption of moifture ; and that as there is no hole wherein a 
floating gage may be dropped, the height of the mercury can 
never be accurately meafured. He therefore recommends, that 
inftead of cork, the top of the box fhould be of ivory, with 
a hole for a floating gage. To correct that errour, by which the 
variations in the height of the mercury always appear lefs than 
they are, he propofes, inftead of tables, which Dr. A. H. had 
recommended, fhowing what addition fhould be made to every va- 
riation, that a fcale fhould be made at once, which would require 
no coryeétion. The method he recemmends of forming this icale 
is fimple, and we doubt not will prove fufficiently accurate. We 
tranfcribe his words, p.122. * The eafieft, and, I believe, the mof 
accurate method of forming a correct fcale for a portable barometer, 
is this: put it up by a fixed barometer, whofe veffel, for the ftag- 
nant mercury, is fo large that you may be fure the furface of the 
mercury in it will not rife or fall perceptibly on its rifing or falling 
in the tube; fo that the common fcale, annexed to this large ba- 
rometer, will always point out the true variations and altitudes of 
the mercury in the tube. Mark, at the fame time, the points at 
which the mercury ftands in the tube of each barometer. When 
you find that the mercury in the fixed barometer has varied through 
any given fpace, fuppofe one inch, then take accurately the 
length of the fpace through which it has varied at that time in the 
portable barometer ; this will be the length of a line which 1s ta 
reprefent one inch in the correct fcale for that portable barometels 
That this obftrvation may be accurate it fhould be repeated ofteDe 
In this way of making a fcale we avoid the trouble of meafuring 
exactly the diameters of the box and of the tube, and of its orifice 
or bore, and of finding out from thence what is to be the length 
of our correéted feale. Inftead of this, we have only the lengt® 
of one fpace or line to meafure, and this gives the length of ous 
icale without any calculation,’, Art g 
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Art. 9. What are the manures moft advantageoufly applicable to the 
warious forts of foils, and what are the caufes of their beneficial eff0? 
in each particular inflance, by Richard Kirwan, ¢fg. Ls D. F. Re Se 
is’ M. R. I. Aw—This paper contains much ufeful information, and 
we have been highly gratified by it’s perufal.—While it merits the 
thanks of the fociety and the public, it furnifhes a proof, in ad- 
dition to many we have —— had, that the refearches of Dr. K. 
are not the inquiries of an idle curiofity, but the inveftigation of 
a mind eager to convert the difcoveries of philofophy into inftru- 
ments of public utility and advantage. Previous to his con- 
fidering either of the queftions scigalad by the academy, he en- 
deavours to define with accuracy the different fpecies of foil and 
manure. 

Soils, he obferves, confift of different combinations of two or 
more of the four primitive earths, viz. the calcareous, magnefia, 
argil, andthe filiceous. The foils moft frequently met with, 
and which deferve a diftinét confideration, he diftinguifhes 
into clayey, chalky, fandy, gravelly, chalky with loam, 
fandy with loam, gravelly with loam, ferruginous with loam, 
boggy and heathy. After defcribing and defining thefe, he 
procecds to confider the different fpecies of manure. Thefe, he 
obferves, are principally chalk, lime, clay, fand, marle, gypfum, 
afhes, ftable Fang, mucks, farm yard dung, pounded bones, fea 
weed, fweeping ef ditches, old ditches. Having fpecified the 
diftinctive properties of each, he treats next of the mode by which 
their predominant ingredients may be afcertained. As fome of our 
readers may defire to know the mode of affaying calcareous and 
argillaceous marle, two very general and excellent manures, we 
fhall communicate Dr. K.’s directions in his own words. P. 139 

* Tofind its compofition, pour a few ounces of weak, but pure f{pirit 
of nitre or common falt into a florence flafk ; place them tna fcale 
and let them be balanced ; then reduce a few ounces of dry masle 
into powder, and let this powder be carefully and gradually thrown 
into the flak, until after repeated agitation no effervefcence is any 
longer perceived ; let the remainder of the powdered marte be then 
weighed, by which the quantity projected will be known; 
let the balance be then reftored; the difference of weight 
between the quantity projected, and that requifite to reftore 
the balance, will difcover the weight of air loft during the ef- 
fervefcence ; if the lofs amounts to 13 per cwt. of the quantit 
of marle projected, or from 13 to 32 per cwt. the marle eflayed is 
calcareous marle. ‘This experiment is decifive when we are af- 
fured by the external charaters abovementioned that the fubftance 
employed is marle of any kind; otherwife fome forts of the 
{parry iron ore may be miftaken for marle. The experiments to 
difcover the argillaceous ingredient, being too difficult for farmers, 
lomit. The refidue left, after folution, being well wafhed, will, 
when duly heated, generally harden into a brick. 

* Argillaceous marle contains from 68 to 80 per cwt. of clay, 
and confequently from 32 to 20 per cwt. of aerated calx—its 
colour is arc or brown, or reddifh brown, or yellowith or bluith 


gtey—it isels more wadhuous than the formes, and adheres to the 
‘tongue 
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tongue—its hardnefs generally much greater—in water it falls tg 
pieces, more flowly, and often mto fquare pieces—it alfo more 
flowly moulders by expofure to the air and moifture, if of a loofe 
eonfilience ; it hardens when heated, and forms an imperfeé brick, 


_o—It effervefces with fpirit of nitre or common falt, but fre. 


quently refufes to do fo with vinegar—when dried and projected 
into {pirit of nitre ina florence flat, with the attentions above. 
mentioned, it 1s found to lofe from 8 to 10 per ewt. of its weight, 
The undiffolved part, well wafhed, will, when duly heated, 
harden into a brick.’ 

Having thus in chap. 1ft explained the nature of foils and ma- 
nures, he proceeds in chap. 2d to inquire into the food of plants. 
This our author, on an ultimate analyfis, determines to be water, 
coal, earth, and falts, to which, he obferves, fixed air fhould like. 
wife be added.—The feparate funétions of each of thefe he next 
examines. Water he confiders as an effential, but not, as fome 
have fuppofed, the only requifite for the growth of plants,— 
Coal, or the carbonic principle, he deems alfo effential—Of the 
earths he reckons calcareous the moft neceilary. Fixed air he 
believes to be favourable to the growth of plants, when imbibed 
by their roots ; and faline fubftances, he fays, act rather as a con 
dimentum, or promoter of digeflion, than as a pabulum. 

From the food of plants, our author’s attention is next directed 
to the conttitution of fertile foils, and the method of eflimating 
heir comparative fertility—In treating of the compofition of 
foils, Dr. K: obferves, that where there is much rain, the great 
predominance of filiceous earth is effential to fertility, the filex 
rendering the foil open and eafy of evaporation. When theres 
little rain, he deems the calcareous earth meceflary in a higher 
proportion than in the former cafe, it retaining for a longer time 
the communicated moifture. In a fertile foil at Turin, where the 
rain was 40 inches, filex was found 77,79; argile 9,145 calx 
s,12. In a fertile foil in Sweden, where the rain was 24 inches, 
iilex was 56, argile 14, calx 30. 

Having in the fucceeding chapter explained the mode, 4 
which the compofition of foils may be afcertained, he proceeds 1a 
chap. 4th to inquire what manures are beft {uited to ent 
foils, and ‘ to explain the caufes of their beneficial effect m cas 
particular inftance ;’ and with this inquiry the memoir 18 COR 
chaded. ra 

Art. 10. On the mature and limits of certainty and probability, by 
the Rew. George Miller, F. t.c. D. &F M. Re I Ae—The author in- 
troduces this memoir with obferving, that * Locke has been 
ficient in not giving, with fufficient diftinctnefs, a gener™ iy 
{cription of all thofe propofitions, in which demonitration one? 
is unattainable, and in not pointing out the caufe, which im ehele 
propofitions render certainty hopelefs.’ * To fuppiy this want of 
tintine{s,” fays Mr. M., p. 201,‘ and to correct thefe errors, I wich 
divide al our enquiries into three claiies; the fir of ‘ * 

fiould comprebend.all thofe in which our ideas are compared f of 
gether, without being confidered as connetied by the relation of 


caufe and effect, but merely regarded as independent ail 
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Piought, correfponding in fome particulars which enter into the 
compofition of each idea; the fecond fhould include thofe. ig 
which a confideration of the relation of caufe and effect is dire] 
or indire&tly involved, limited however to the mere tact of their 
conneétion, and not extending to the nature of that connetion or 
manner of operation; and the third fhould confift of enquirics into 
the nature of caufes or the manner of operation.’ 

In the perufal of this paper, the learned reader will find fome 
judicious and pertinent obfervations; we cannot however give the 
author the praife of a correét underftanding, or a difcriminatin 
judgment.—Several of his pofitions betray inaccuracy of thought, 
and a fuperficial acquaintance with the fubjefts which he dif- 
cuffes. 

Art. 11. Meteorological Obfervations in Ireland, in the year 1793» 
by Richard Kirwan, ¢fq. LL. v. F. RS. © MR. 1. A—Dr, 
having, in his former communications on this fubjeét, © laid 
down the rules of probability or meafures of expeétation,’ rela- 
tive co the three moit important feafons, from an experience of forty- 
onc years, exhibits in this memoir a fhort view of the feafons, under 
their refpediive denominations, and alfo of the meafures of ex- 
pectation. 

Art. 12. Experiments on a new earth, found near Stronthian, in 
Scotland, by Rich, Kirwan, e/g. LL. D. F. RS. CS M. RR. I. Aum—=The ex- 
ternal charaéters of this earth, which Dr. K. has termed ftronthi- 
anite, are thefe : it’s colour is whitifh, or light green ; it’s luftre 
common ; it’s tranfpareney intermediate between the tranfparent 
and the opaque ; it’s fratture ftriated; it’s hardnefs moderate ; 
and it’s fp. gravity from 3,4.to 3,644. This fubftance is alfa 
very brittle, and is eafily foluble in the marine acid, whether 
concentrated or diluted, and with confiderable etfervefcence. In 
the folution it lofes about 26 percwt. It refifts the influence of 
the nitrous acid, unlefs it’s fpecific gravity be reduced to 1,3, 
and is fcarcely ated on by the vitriolic, whether mild or cal- 
cined. It is foluble, though flowly, in diftilled vinegar. 

Art. 13. Obfervations on rain gages, by Thomas Garnett, M. De 
member of the royal medical, royal phyfical, and natural hiftory, Societies 
of Edinburgh ; of the medical focicty of London, and the literary and 
prilofophical fociety of Manchefter.—In thefe obfervations it is pros 
pofed to remedy two imperfections, which render gages, as the 
are generally conftruéted, exceedingly inaccurate—the firft arif- 
ing trom evaporation, and the fecond from the difperfion of the 
tain drops, when impelled obliquely on the fides of the vefiel.— 
As evaporation cannot be ecatirely prevented, by any method of 
conftructing the Me, the author propofes to afcertain the quan- 
tity evaporated by means of two contiguous gages, P. 259. 

*Let A and axthe areas of the apertures of the two gages; Bandb 
= the curve furfaces of the funnels ; S, s = the quantities of water 
collected by them in a given time in grains; X and x the quan- 
thes loft 3 evaporation in the fame time; then S + X and 
‘+ *, being the quantities teens by the gages, we have 
Asas:§ +Xis+e, andx Soon Eis. but finec 
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the quantities evaporated in the fame-time are as thofe 


furfac 
bX aS—As X Bares. 
Bib:: X:#,and «== —t. ; hence X = 


BaS—BAs 


Ab—B a 
Ab S—BA 5s 


Ab—B a 
cafe both the numerator and denominator would be = 0, and con- 
fequently nothing could be determined. ‘Indeed, if it was worth 
the while, it might even be determined in this cafe, by taking the 
fluxion of the quantity.” For remedying in part the fecond in- 
convenience, various methods have been recommended, and we 
concur with Dr. G. in thinking, that gages with fquare apertures 
are for this purpofe preferable to circular ones ; and to prevent 
more water from being collected by the receiver, than falls withia 
the area of the funnel, Dr. G. ufes a little cup with it’s mouth 
downwards, fitted to the neck of the funnel, and fo as to go 
over the mouth of the bottle. 

Art. 14. Obfervations and inquiries made upon and concerning 
the coal works at Whitehaven, in the county of Cumberland, in the year 
1793, by Fofeph Fifber, m. v. fellow of the royal phyfical focitty ix 
Edinburgh. Communicated in a lettcr from the Rev. Dr. srs 
fenior fellow of Trinity college, Dublin, and M.R.1. A. to the rig 
honourable the earl of Charlemont, prefident of the royal irifo academy. 

Art. 15. Ox the fib enclofed in ftone Monte Belca, by the Rev. G. 
Graydon, LL.B. M. Ro 1. Ae and fecretary of forcign corre/pondenct. 
— Monte Bolca lies on the border of the veronefe territory. The 
whole of this hill, as far as Mr. G. could obferve, is compofed 
of argillaceous matter, except the quarries, where the fies are 
found, which are entirely calcareous, and lie about half a mile 
from the fummit. Thefe quarries do not form a continued fra 
tum, but lie wholly in dittinét maffes, as if they had been acci- 
dentally embedded in the fide of the hill. The mode of extract. 
ing the fifles is thus defcribed by the author, p. 286. * The manner 
of working thefe ftones is by detaching from the face of the quarty 
moderate fized blocks, which are then drawn out, fet an edge, 
and quickly fplit with fharp-fided hammers or wedges, the work- 
men glancing between the leaves, to obferve if there be any mark 
of fith, or other organic fubftance ; when they difcover fuch, 
they happen to be fhattered, as they generally are, by the rude 
manner of opening, and the fragile texture of the ftone, they fet 
about to colle& all the fragments that compofe the piece as care 
fully as poffible, detaching alfo from the great fione fuch oh 
as may remain adhering to it. When their day’s work is inimee, 
they bring their collections to their houfes, until they happen 
0, either to market, or on any other occafion, to Verona, wit? 
they take them in bafkets, juft as they are, to the sais 
the foil, who is their landlord and employer; or requently,. 








» and the quantity correéted = § + X= 





; but the cones muft not be fimilar, for in that 


believe, to fell underhand, for their own profit, to fome naty 


there, or to fome of the fhops that vend thefe productions. i. 
who receive them in this manner from the peafants ar liged 
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obliged to employ a fkilful ftone-cutter, to find and arrange to- 
gether the feveral fragments that compofe each piece, and fineer 
or cement them on another ftone of the fame kind, which is 
fometimes done with fuch art and exactnefs, that it is not eafly to 
difcern where they have been joined; and thus the {pecimens are 
made up for cabinet» or for fale.” The ftones being calcareous 
and of a fchiltous nature, the operation is more eafy, and 
lefs injurious to the form of the fifh. The ftone when fcraped 
hard, or ftruck, emits a peculiar and fetid fmell: the fifhes are of 
a dark brown colour, and their profile, with their feveral parts, 
arc found little, if at all, diftorted from their natural fhape.— 
After fpecifying thefe faéts, Mr. G. proceeds to inquire into the 
eaufe of this fingular phenomenon. This inquiry is introduced b 

obferving, P. zg2, that ‘ the forms of the fifh on Monte Bolca, differ 
effenyally from the forms of fifh that are frequently found in 
argillaceous fchiftus, as well as from what are commonly called 
petrifactions of fhells, &c. which abound in moft lime-itone ftrata. 
In this latter cafe we have feldom more than the mere external 
fhapes preferved ; the fubftance is wholly changed, and what re- 
mains refembles, in general, a portion of the fame matter of 
which the mafs confifts, caft, as it were, into a mould formed by 
the outfide impreffion of the fhell. In fome cafes the fhell-formed 
nucleus differs from the furrounding matter, by being of a brighter 
colour, and of a fparry texture; but, in almott all, the original 
fhell that gave the impreflion exifts no longer as fuch, nor an 

certain remains of it. The fame holds equally in the former 
cafe, a bare impreflion of fifh only remaining, and feldom any 
thing that can be thought to refemble any part of the fubftance 
that gave it; whereas in thefe of Monte Bolca, not only the 
forms are preferved uncommonly perfect, but even every refiduc 
of animal matter that could be expetted to refift the natural de- 
ftructive caufes, and the immenfe lapfe of time in any, the moft 
favourable circumftances, is found {till exifting. The prominent 
brown matter, with which all the harder and lefs corruptible parts 
of the animal are fo ftrongly marked in the ftone, and which may 
be detached from it with the point of a knife, infpection alone will 
determine to be of a nature wholly different from the enclofing 
fubftance, and, as far as can be prefumed without analyfis, to be 
the actual dry remains of the animal bodies, in fuch a ftate as al- 
moit to authorize their being called fifh-mummies.’ From the 
perfect prefervation ef the living form, which ftill exifts in thefe 
foffils, our author infers, Pp. 296, firft, that ‘ the animals were alive, 
and of courfe that the water in which they were was clear and fitfor 
the fupport of their life, at a very fhort period before they were 
enveloped in the matter of their prefent ftony enclefure; and 

fecondly, that this matter muft have been very fuddenly diffufed 

through that water in a pulverulent ftate, from whence {peedily 

fubfiding, it caught and enclofed the fith now dead, and probably 

deriving their death from this very caufe.’ Thefe inferences be- 

ing admitted, Mr. G. proceeds a ftep farther, and, from a re- 

markable portion of the animal fubftance being found in thefe 

fithes, he concludes, ‘ that the enclofing matter muft have been 
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of fuch a nature, or in fuch a ftate, as to fit it for the {peedy ab- 
forption of the fofter and more pulpy parts of thefe fifh, as fai 
as they became abforbable.’ 

Having offered thefe preliminary obfervations, Mr. G. next 
fearches tor a caufe adequate to the production of this extraordi- 
nary etiect. The fubitance, which he conceives to have beer the 
chief agent in this procefs, is lime-flone. From the well known 
qualities of this fubitance, it’s becoming: white, when burned 
to lime ; it’s falling into a powder, when immerfed in water; it’s 
being cafily diffufible in that liquid by agitation ; it’s foon after 
fubfiding in a pulverulent ftate; the property it poffeffes of de- 
ftroying the life of fifhes within it’s reath, and of it’s quickly 
abforbing, even in water, the oily and foft parts of animals, with- 
out injuring materially the harder and firmer parts: Mr. G. 
deems it highly probable, that by the action of lime-ftone 
this phenomenon was originally produced. The lime-ftone 
he fuppofes to have been ated on by fire, and moft probably 
projected from fome volcano in the vicinity of the hill. He 
conceives alfo, that the fifhes may have been driven hither fora 
ihelter by fome fub-marine volcanic commotion, at a time when 
either the fea covered the hill, if this have been the feat of their 
original formation, or when the fea approached nearer it than it 
does at prefent, and that lime, projected hither from a volcano, 
reduced them to their prefent ftate. ‘The memoir is ingenious, 
and the theory of the author is accompanied with a degree of pro- 
bability equal, at leait, to what may be expected in an invefliga- 
tion of this nature. Annexed to the memoir are four plates, res 
prefenting fpecimens of the fifhes, and of the remains of fome fub- 
marine productions found in the fame quarries. Mr. G. has alfo 
favoured naturalifts with fyftematic catalogues of above an hun- 
dred different fpecies of fifhes, in the cabinets of Bozza, and the 
marquis of Gazola. 

Art. 16. On the power of fixed cauftic alkaline falts to preferve 
the Ach of animals from putrefaction. In a letter to the Rev. George 
Graydon, tc. from the Rev. Hugh Hamilton, p. v. fF c—The theory 
delivered in the preceding memoir by Mr. G. feems to be 
ftrengthened by Dr. H.’s experiments. Thefe experiments were 
fuceefted by a defire to procure fome innocent alkaline liquors 
knowing that a folution of falt of tartar was not only offentive 
to the tafte, but even, if fufficiently ftrong to neutralize any 
quantity of acid in the flomach, from it’s caufticity, danger 
ous to the paflages. Dr. H. conjectured, that this cautery 
might probably arife from it’s clofe affinity to flefh, and that 
fuercfore it might be faturated with this fubftance, and thus be- 
come got only innocent but falutary. To afcertain this point, 5° 
pounded fome roafted turkey well driéd, and mixed it with poune 
ed fale of tartar, rendered cautlic by quick lime, until he bee 
lieved it to be fully faturated. He then ipread the mixture before 


the fire, until it became quite dry ; and having macerated it = 
warm water, and poured off the liquor, he found it to be #™ 
alkaline falt, fuch as he wanted. In the year 1777 he met = 
an account of fome experiments made by Mr. Bewley, 4% ce 
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nious chemift, which plainly proved, that fixed air is an acid, and 
futurates alkaline falts. After this he changed the procefs, and 
prepared his falts by impregnating water with fixed air, and then 
adding falt of tartar. By means of thefe falts he has preferved 
fome fiefh unaltered for 22 years, the fibrous or itringy parts not 
having undergone the leatt change. 

This property of alkaline falts is to be attributed, as he cone 
ceives, to their reftoring, by fixed air, the volatile acid gas; the 
efeape of which, trom animal fubitances, is a caufe of putre- 
faction. 

Art. 17. Extra& from a paper on Surveying, by Thomas Meagher, 
near Palace Green, in the county of Limerick, with a plate.—In this 
extract we have recommended to us a new divifion of the compafs 
for land furveying. By the plan propofed, the furveyor, inftead 
of being obliged to confult a table of N. fines, can fee by in- 
{fpeftion the fine and cofine of the defired angle. This certainly 
would abridge his labour; and as the'conitruction of the initru- 
ment requires no additional trouble or expenfe, we think the idea 
worthy of attention. ‘ Forthis purpofe,’ fays the author, r. 326, 
‘let the periphery of the circle be divided into forty parts, or the 
‘quadrant into ten, and each of thefe again into ten parts, in fuct 
a manner that the fines anfwering to the extremity of cach divi 
fion, may be ,01 ,02 ,03 ,04 ,05 ,06 ,07 ,08 ,09 41,11, &c. ra- 
dius being unity. Let alfo the periphery be divided in the fame 

manner in a contrary direction, The principal divifions may be 
numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, &c. butthe fubdivifions need not be num- 
bered, left the numbers fhould be confufed. If the magnitude of 
the initrument admits it, each of thefe fubdivifions may be again 
fubdivided by the eye into 5. Every compafs ufed in furveying 
oght to be large cnough to admit this, otherwife the neceflary 
accuracy could not be attained, whether it be divided by the old 
method or by the one now propofed.’ 

POLITE LITERATURE.—Art. 1. The comparative authenticit 

f Tacitus and Suetonius, illufrated by the quefiion, ** Whether Nero 

was the author of the memorable conflagration at Rome ~ by Arthur 

browne, LL. De Ss Fe T. Ce D. HM. Rel. A-—A_ comparifon is 
’ here intlituted between ‘Tacitus and Suctonius, in point of fidelity. 
¢ Vi the many criteria, by which their merit in this refpeét might 


| tecllimated, the author has feleéted only one; namely, the re- 

° tion given by each of the origin of the conflagration at Rome, 

iy tithe reign of Nero. Suetonius directly and circumitantially 

pt licribes this conflagration to Nero; while Tacitus leaves it un- 

; certain who was it’s author, and what was it’s caufe. ** Forte, 
b 


“dolo imperatoris, incertum,”? are his words. Several argue 
Rents ot conhidcrable weight are here adduced to overturn the 
‘thority of Suetonius—the abfence of the emperor, when the fire 
Wok place; the meflages, which he fent from Antium to ftop it’s 
Mosrefs; his haftening to Rome, when he found his orders in- 
tual; his attention to the fufferers; the ardent defire he 
"unite tied to mitigate their diftrefs, by providing them with ne- 
~‘tits, and reducing the price of corn ; the fpot alfo where the 
R broke Qut, being a quarter where dangerous and extenfive 
Tt2 confla- 
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conflagrations had formerly happened. Thefe arguments, and 
feveral others of inferiour weight, eftablifh, in the judgment of 
Dr. B., the innocence of Nero, the partiality of Suetonius, and 
the fuperiour merit of his rival hiftorian in point of fidelity, 

p. 13.—* The truth 1s,’ fays Dr. B., © when Suetonius wrote 
invective againft the race of Czfar opened the way to honour 
and preferment. Abufe of the Auguftan family was the fathion 
of fucceeding times, and the inflrument of flattery with fucceed- 
ing emperors. With infinite caution, therefore, are we to admit 
the adulatory invective of the writers of the age of Trajan, The 
fidelity of hiftory was made to bow to the etiquette of courts and 
the interefls of hiltorians.’ 

Art. 2. An effay on the origin and nature of our idea of the 


fublime, by the Rev. George Miller, ¥. T.c. v. & M. R.A 


What conftitutes the fublime is a queiion, which has long exer- 
cifed the ingenuity of philofophers and rhetoricians. According 
to Longinus, that emotion of which we are confcious, when we 
contemplate a fublime object, confifts in a proud elevation of mind. 
The author.of the Philofophical Inguiry into the origin of our 
ijeas of the Sublime and Beautiful makes it confift in terrour. 
Dr. Prieitley places it in an awful flilinefs, and lord Kames de- 
rives it from the magnitude or elevation of vifible objects. Dr. 
Blair, defirous to reconcile the opinions of former writers, and to 
affign a more general origin to this fentiment, has fuggefted an 
idea, that power is the fundamental quality, in which the emotion 
of fublimity originates. Thefe theories the author of this me- 
moir apprehends to be defetive, as not one of them is fo compres 
henfive as to embrace every objett confeffedly fublime, while he 
admits at the fame time that all of them have fome foundation 
nature. To reconcile thefe opinions by propofing an hypothels 
which fhall comprize them all, and fupply their deficiencies, # 
the object of this memoir. With this view, he divides all fub- 
lime obje&s into three claffes; ft, external fenfible objets; 
2d, thote, which excite the emotion, which Dr. Blair has call 
the moral, or fentimental fublime; and the 3d, fuperiour beings 
He then proceeds to particularize a few of thofe objects, which 
each of thefe claffes may be faid to include, and to defcribe the 
feveral moditications of the general emotion, which they natu 
rally excite. ‘* In the awful fublime of nature, or external fen- 
lible objeéts,’ he obferves, ‘ terrour may have place.” From the fe 
cond clafs of fublime objects, he conceives it tobe excluded; and wit 
refpeét to fuperiour beings, he fays, ‘that the emotion of fublimity # 
excited by contemplating either the terrible effeéts of their powets 
or the benign and gracious exertions of their goodnefs.’ The 

is concluded with an inquiry into the connection between the pe 
thetic and the fublime. In this paper the reader will find 1 
ral judicious obfervations; ‘but the theory of the autho 
may be fo termed, is, we apprehend, defective in precilion. ub 
owe or ether of the three claffes, into which he has div! 

lime objects, every thing in nature may be referred. The 
beautiful or ugly, regular or picturefque, low or fublimes — 
author’s claflification therefore is indeed comprehenfive ; but @ 20% 
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too vague, and nowife tends to define the object: Some diftinc- 
tive quality or combination of qualities muft be fpecified, by 
which the fublime of each clafs may be difcriminated from the 
ugly, the mercly terrible, and others of the fame clafs. This the au- 
thor has not attempted, and without this the matter in quettion is 
juft as it was. We acknowledge, indeed, with Mr. M., that a 
love of fimplicity, and a defire to form a definite and precife 
theory of the nature of the fublime, have mitled other writers 
on this fubject, and that perhaps no fingle quality does of itfelf 
conftitute the fublime. Weare at the fame time however per- 
fuaded, that an hypothefis may be framed much more precife than 
the author’s, as well as more comprehenfive than Dr. Blair’s, 
which, by the way, we reckon the mot fatisfactory that we have 
yet feen ; and we are convinced, that any theery, even though in 
fome minute circumitances defective, is preferable to a vague and 
imperfect enumeration of facts, without principle, and without 
fyitein. | 
Art. 3. avo effays on the following fubjeA, propofed by the aca- 
demy, viz. ** On fiyle in writing, confidered with refpe@ to thoughts 
and fentiments as well as words, and indicating the writer's peculiar 
and charaReriftic difpofttion, habits, and powers of mind,” by the 
Rev. Robert Burrowes, D. D. F.T. C.D. and Secretary to the royal 
irifh academy.—The object of the learned author, in this memoir, 
is to prove, that there is a ftyle in theught, as well as in words; 
and that from the compofitions of every writer, efpecially thofe 
in which he excels, confiderable information may be derived, re- 
lative to his moral and intellectual character. Thefe-effays we 
have perufed with great attention and much pleafure. They are 
dittinguifhed by correctnefs of fentiment, and perfpicuity of diction. 
The principles are clear, the conclufions juft, and the illuftrations 
appolite. Perfuaded as we are of the truth of the author’s theory, 
and that the memoir before us faithfully reflects it’s elegant origié 
nal, we venture to affirm, that Dr. B. poffeffes a folid judgment, 
a correét tafte, and a happy talent for the difcrimination of cha- 
racter. 

Antiquitiszs.—Art. 1. Some confiderations on a controverted 
paffage in Herodotus, by the right honourahle the earl of Charlemont, 
prefident of the royal iri/b academy, and F. R. s.—Thefe “ Confide- 
rations” are intended to refcue the author’s favourite hiftorian, 
Herodotus, from the imputation of ** falfe opinion and abfurdity.’’ 
The honourable writer introduces the effay with afferting the ge- 
Beral accuracy and fidelity ef Herodotus. 

* Whether I may not,’ fays he, p. 4, * be too partial to an au- 
thor who, during my eaftern voyage, was my conttant and beloved 
companion, I will not pretend to fay ; but this I can fafely afflert, 
that though perhaps in thofe circumfanccs and opinions which 
he relates or adopts on the authority of others, he may be often 
trroneous ; wherever he fpeaks from his own knowlédge, I have 
always found him a faithful guide; and in many inftances; with 
fome of which I may perhaps hereafter trouble the academy, I 
have clearly difcovered that the errors which have been imputed 
to him have preceeded, not from his fault, but from our ana 2 
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of his true meaning ; one of which mifconceptions, (for fic 
leaft it appears to me) fhall be the fubject of the prefent efay.’ 
The paflage alluded to runs thus in the original, Pp. 6. “8 “Hotodes 
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pervaries.”” Lib, il. cap. 53. ' 

This paflage has been by moft interpreters fuppofed to imply, 
that Homer and Hefiod were the firit inventors or importers of 
grecian theology, and the firft who affigned names to the pagan 
gods. In oppofition to this conftruétion of the hittorian’s words, 
which would involve him in the juft charge of incontiftency and 
¢rrour, our author endeavours, by feveral ingenious arguments, to 
prove, that the paflage imports not that thete poets were the aus 
thors of the grecian theology, but that antecedently to their 
writings, the greeks poffeffed no regular fyitem of that fcience, 
and that Homer and Hefiod were the firit who reduced the gene- 
alogy of the gods into fyfiematic order, afligning to them certain 
furnames, ditinguifhing their tutelary functions, appropriating te 
each a peculiar mode of worfhip and of facrifice, and inventing 
the particular forms under which they have ever fince been re- 
prefented. 

The eflay is ingenious and written with modefly. The au- 
thor’s animadverfions on the conceited prefumption of fome mo- 
dern critics are juft and pertinent. We add, that we find but 
little difficulty in affeuting to his interpretation of the paflage in 
queition ; but apprehend that Blackweil’s tranflation of the words 
<* cuv @polepuy yevoperww Thoswlwr,’? viz. ** the poets who. lived before 
him,’’ is the only correct one.. ‘The author’s argument, however, 
does not depend on this folely ; and we give it as our opinion, 
that he has treated the fubject with great fairnefs, ability, and 
fuccefs. 

Art. 2. An account of the game of chefs, as played by the chinefe, 
in a letter from Eyles Irwin, efg. to the right honourable the earl of 
Charlemont, prefident of the royal trifh academy.—From this memoir 
jt appears, that the game of chefs originated in China, and that it 
was invented bya mandarin, called Hanfing, about 1967 years ag, 
on the following occafion:—Hung Cochu, king ot Kiangnan, 
fent an expedition into the Shenfi country, under the command of 
this mandarin. After one fuccefsful campaign, the foldiers were 
ent into winter quarters. Finding the weather much colder thas 
what they had been accuftomed to, and feparated from their wives 
and families, they became impatient of their fituation, and clamor 
ous to return home. Hanfing faw the difficulty, as well as the 
neceffity of detaining them, He was fortunately a man of genius, 
and a good foldier; and having long confidered the fubject, De 
invented the game of chefs, which he naturally fuppofed wou! 

not only amufe his men in their vacant hours, but alto inflame 
their military ardour. The ftratagem fucceeded ; the foldiery were 
dclighted with the game; and forgetting, in their daily see 
for victory, the hardfhips of their condition, remained peaceab y 
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in their quarters till next fpring, when the object of the expedi- 
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tion was fully accomplifhed. The manner in which the chinefe 
play this game is fomewhat different from our’s. The mandarin, 
which anfwers to our bifhop in his ftation and fidelong courte, 
cannot, through age, crofs the river, or {pace dividing the board 
in the middle ; and a rocket boy, fill ufed in’ the indian armies, 
who 13 ftationed between the lines of each party, adts literally 
with the motion of a rocket, by vaulting over a man and taking 
his advertary at the other end of the board. The kitg is fupported 
by his two fons initead of-a queen. The account of the game 
is accompanied with a plan of the board and pieces, with directions 
how to place the men and play the game. Y. 





NATURAL HISTORY. 


Arr.u1. The Papilios or Butterflies of Great Britain, /yfiematically 
arranged, accurately engraved, and painted from Nature, nuith 
the Natural Hifory of each Species, from a clofe Application to the 
Subject, and Objervations made in different Counties of this Kingdom ; 
as well as from breeding Numbers from the Egg, or Caterpillar, 
during the laft Thirty Years. The Figures engraved from the Sub- 
yes themfelves, by the Author, W. Lewin, Fellow of the 
Linnzan Society, and painted under his immediate Direction. 
4to. 100 pages, french and englifh, and 46 plates. Price 
21. 5s- in boards. Johnfon. 1795. 


From the lofty haunts of ornithology we now purfue Mr. 
Lewin into the flill wider province, and lefs explored recefles of 
the reptile world. The volume before us promifes nothing lefs 
than thenatural hiftory of britifh papilios, on a plan fomewhat 
fimilar to the former. We fay ‘ fomewhat fimilar,’ for the 
imperfect ftate of entomology, which ftill offers only a feries af 
fragments in it’s difcoveries, the minutenefs of the fubjects, and 
a variety of other obitacles that the longett life of a fingle man 
would vainly attempt to furmount, oblige the author to relax 
from the ftrictnefs of his former method, and in a great meafure 
to confine himfelf to the perfect or laft ftate of the infect, in 
order to produce fomething complete. 

The egg, the larva, the aurelia, though defcribed or reprefented 
whenever nature herfelf, or the difcoveries of others, put them in 
the author’s poffeffion, were not therefore confidered as indifpen- 
fibly neceffary to the hiftory of each fpecimen. The eggs indeed, 
even when they are known, have not been reprefented at.all ; 
nor, unlefs recourfe had been had to the micrefcope, can we 
lament the want of figures too minute to admit of much diferi- 
mination by the mere help of an eye unarmed. 

The author, whofe aim was to make amufement the vehicle of 
inftruction, has, in our opinion, aéied with equal tafte and judg- 
nentin fele€ting the papilios of Britain for the fubjett of his vo= 
lume; for of all infects, the clafs of /epidoprera, or feather-winged, 
is, and always muft be, the favourite of the public, of male and 
female dilettanti: the delicate finger, that {hrinks with horrour 
from the beetle, mounts the head with ribbons ‘ en papillon,’ and 
Rains the oftrich and the heron feather with the ‘hues of iris and 
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This work contains, we believe, a greater number of fpecimens 
than the reft of the author’s britifh predeceflors can boatt of 
having collectively produced; the f{wifs catalogue of Fusfsly, the 
great works of E/per and Eraf or Geraing alone, and for obvious 
yeafons, excel it on the continent: the country in which the au- 
thor colleéted, is a {peck on the map of Europe: fixty-five fpeci- 
mens are, if not the whole, by far the greater number of englifh 
papilios; farther north, the exclufive harveit muft be feanty; 
Scotland, if we miftake not, has furnithed a folitary one. ; 

Of the plates we fhall fpeak prefently : ofthe text, we fele& the 
very firft defeription, that of aztiopa : to give the reader an ade- 

uate idea of the author’s method and ftyle. p. 6. 

‘ Divifion I. Feathered flies» Lepidoptera of Linnzus.— 

rder I. Flies of the day. Wings four, covered with minute 
feathers: body hairy : tongue, or probofcis, long, and coiled up 
like a watch fpring when not feeding.—Genus 1. Butterflies. 
Papilios of Linnzus. Antennz, knobbed: wings four; whenat 
reft, erect: the caterpillars, or larva, have fix claws, eight feet, 
and two holders.—Section I. Scallop winged. The larvz fpined 
and hairy: they fufpend themfelves by the tail when changing to 
chryfalis or pupa.—Species I. Willow butterfly, pl. 1. 

* Antiopa. Linneus.—Camberwell beauty. Harris. 

¢ Three of thefe beautiful and rare iniects were taken in the 
year 1748, near Camberwell in Surry; from which time, until 
the year 1789, we have no accognt of any being feen in England. 
The middle ot Auguft, 1789, ] was furprifed with the fight of two 
of thefe elegant flies, near Feverfham in Kent; one of which I 
thought it great good fortune to take; but in the courfe of 
that week I was more agreeably furprifed with feeing and taking 
numbers of them, in the mott perfeét condition. One of my fons 
found an old decoy pond, of large extent, furrounded wit wil- 
low and fallow trees, and a great number of thefe butterflies fly- 
ing about, and at reft on the trees, many of which appearing to 
be juft out of the chryfalis, left no room to doubt, that this was 
a place where they bred. In march, 1790,°a number of thefe 
infects were flying and foaring about for the fpace of twelve or 
fourteen days; and then, as if with one confent, they migrated 
from us, and were no more feen. 

‘ The female, fig. 4, differs from the male only in fize, being 
much the largeit. The caterpillar, tig. 1, and chryfalis, fig. 25 
are figured from Roefel ; and the following is his account of their 
breeding: ‘* When the caterpillars are near the time of their 
transformation, they retire to a place of fhelter, there fixing their 
hind legs by a glutinous web, with their heads downwards, and 
bent towards the belly, fig. 3. In a day’s time the fkin flips off, 
and the chryfalis appears as reprefented, fig. 2. They hang i0 
this flate about fourteen days, and then the butterflies are pro- 
duced. The females lay their eggs on the branches of willow 
trees, in the early ‘part of the fummer; and the young catel~ 
pillars come forth im three weeks: but if the eggs be laid in the 
autumn, they remain in that ftate the whole winter.” 

When the reader is told that every other article, the importane’ 
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of each confidered, is a perfect counterpart to this, he cannot be 
at a lofs how to decide on the whole: we now proceed to a few 
obfervations on fome. 

Plate 8 repretents papilio camilla. The author expreffes his 
furprife, ‘ that though this fly be an inhabitant of almoit every 
atch of wood in England, neither the greateit pains taken, nor 
accident, have yet difcovered the caterpillar.’ It is furely matter 
of furprife, as the aurelia was difcovered, and on the very plant 
the larva feeds on; but we cannot eafily account for the author’s 
neglecting to borrow the figure from Koefel, who furnifhed him 
with fo many others; he could not poffibly, in the fingle inftance 
of camilla, queition that authority to which he fubmitted in 
antiopa, aglaja, podalirius, paphia: he would not indeed have found 
in that author, the chryfalis * hog-backed, and of areddifh brown 
colour,’ but ‘ green, {potted with gold,’ as we have feen it our- 
felves. ‘The chryfalis, his friend defcribed, refembles that of 
fibylla, a fly not yet here difeovered, and firft difcriminated from 
camilla by Fuefsly*. 

As we have mentioned Podalirius, whofe right to be called an 
englifh infect appears to be pretty precarious, it may be properto 
obierve, that the author, with regard to the colour and fhape of 
it’s larva, has, like E/per and others, been mifled by Roefel, who 
probably never faw it in it’s perfect ftate, in which it is grafs 
green, with a yellow dorfal line, and nine yellow itreaks on each 
fide, interfeéted with rows of vermillion fpots; thick of form, 
and flugsifh in motion. Fuwe/sly, in the fecond number of his En- 


tomological Magaztne, has given the only authentic figure on. 


tab. ii. It’s food, in Switzerland and Germany, is oftener prunus 
f{pinofa than the borecole. 

On plate 16, Mr. L. has given us three beautiful figures of 
iris; but we cannot help obferving on the figure with uprighe 
wings, that it appears to be reprefented with fix complete fect, 
though not exattly of equal length: this remark we think at ne- 
ceflary to make, as we obferve the fame manner of drawing the 
fect repeated on anumber of fpecimens proceeding from ‘ fpined” 
larve, or from fuch as have ‘ two points projecting at the tail,” 
and, like the former, fufpend their chryfalis ; thefe Sepp calls 
middle infeéts ; but both the firft and fecond fpecies, uniformly, 
and hitherto without exception, produce pupilios of only four 
complete feet, and two palpi, as Linnaeus calls them, lefs rudiments 
of feet than organs formed to cleanfe the fnout and tongue after 
food, and fuch as our author has reprefented in Antiope, Polychloros, 
Urtica, &c. 

On plate 29, the author has reprefented daplidice, which Line 
meus and Fabricius defcribe as an african f{pecies : we are however 
inclined to think with him, that it may be the offspring of fome 
englifh foil, as it is anative of Switzerland, the Grifons, and {ome 
parts of Germany. 


a 


* See the laft plate of Archives of Entomology, imported and 
publifhed by Johnfon, of 
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Of Argus Linn. Mr. L. fays, * the caterpillar is totally we 
known :’ it is unknown in England. The authors of the Vienna 
catalogue found it on genifta germ., and Mr. Duclos, who’ dex 
fcribed it in the Entomological Magazine of Fue/ily, found num- 
bers of it on the leaves of falix rofmarinifol. } 

Bur it 1s time to finifh chefe remarks ; they are civen as proofs 
of that attention with which we have peruied the text, and con- 
templated the hgures of the author. Thefe in general, and efpe- 
cially the flies, for brilliancy of colour, truth of attitude, and 
tafle of execution, demand our warmeit praife; they not only 
excel in elegance every britifh work of natural hiftory, but: rival 
fome of the molt celebrated publications of that kind on the cen- 
tinent. 

We difmifs this article by obferving, that the french text ren. 
ders the author’s meaning with equal preciiion and propriety ; 
and that, if a few trifling errours, fuch as Aayale tor Ayale, diclynna 
for didlynna, Mncapis tor finapis be excepted, the work appears to 
be printed with great correttnefs. R. Re 
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Art.tv. The Aunual Regifier, or a View of the Hifory, Pelitics, and 
Literature for the Year 1791. 8v0. 675 pages. Price 7s. 6d, 
boards, Rivingtons. 1795. 

Tue origin and progrefs of periodical publications form a curious 
and entertaining fubject. The firft attemptto give a more regularand di- 
gefted detail of political events, than is to be found in the common 
newfpapers, was about the clofe of the laft century, when a monthly 
work was publifhed in quarto, under the title of * the prefent State of 
Europe’—It however bore more refemblance to our magazines, than to 
the Annual Regifters of the prefent time. This was f{ucceeded by ano- 
ther publifhed alfo monthly, enutled * the prefent State of Great Bn- 
tain;’ and early in this century the indefatigable Salmon, the author 
of the Geographical Grammar, &c., publifhed, in volumes, 2 
work, to the beft of our remembrance entitled * the Hiftory of 
Europe,’ which was written in a more regular form, and more in the 
ftyle of hiftory than the preceding publications, and confifted chiefly 
of colle¢tions of fate papers, with a fhort detail of events, apparently 
extracted literally from the newfpapers. 

In the year 1758 the Annual Regifter was projected, and Dr. Camp- 
bell was at that time, if we be not mifinformed, the editor. . The 
plan was confiderably different from that which the work has _fince 
aflumed; and in a very modeft preface to the firft volume, 1t 1s 1ntro- 
duced to the public as a kind of Annual Magazine and Review, caleu- 
lated for the amufement of the bufy, or the indolent, who might be 
averfe to laborious reading or minute inveftigation. As the war how- 
ever, in which we were then engaged, was extremely im rtant and 
interefting, the volume was prefaced by a brief narrative o the princi- 
pal events from it’s commencement in 1755, and a fketch of political 
events was given to the end of the year. For a feries of years the hifto- 


rical matter occupied but a faaall portion of the volume; and what is 
remarkable, 
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remarkable, {carcely any notice was taken of our domeftic tranfaCtions, 
or of the proceedings of parliament. The other parts of the work 
were alfo of amuch flighter texture than the Annual Regifters have 
fince coniifted of, and one of the titles of the fections particularly ftruck 
us, viz. § Odd Advertifements.’ The work was conduéted with can- 
dour, but the firit editor evidently inclines to the party of lord Char- 
ham, then Mr. | itt, and the hiltory partakes of the fault unfortunately 
fo common to hiftory, the high commendation of military glory, and 
that falle patriotifm, which eftimates the profperity of the country by 
it’s warlike achievements, rather than by the happinefs, freedom, 
fecurity, and eafe of it’s inhabitants. 

A coufiderable thare of popularity was certain to attend fo ufeful 
and agreeable a publication; and as the Annual Regifter increafed in 
reputation, it improved in the arrangement of it’s materials. As the 
debates in parliament came to be regularly reported, a confiderable 
portion was allotted to the parliamentary hiftory, though for fome 
years afummary of the arguments on each quettion was given, and not 
a regular detail with the names of the fpeakers, though the latter plan 
was afterwards very judicioufly adopted. During the courfe of the 
american war, we remember this publication incurred a confiderable 
fhare of obloquy from the court party, for the pointed animadverfions 
onthe rafh meafures of the minittry ; but events proved the authors to 
have been well-founded—and the prefent editor feems extremely defi- 
rous of atoning for the faults of his predeceffors in this refpett. 

The ftyle of the Annual Regifter, though neither brilliant, nor quite 
correct, was plain, ftrong, and unaffected ; and the labour which was 
beftowed upon the political details juftly entitled it to the favour of 
the public—From what caufe it proceeded, that the induftry of the 
authors did not keep pace with the curiofity of the public, we cannot 
explain; but the publication at length became fo tardy, and fo many 
years in arrear, that this circumftance appears to have given rife to a 
rival publication, the New Annual Regifter, which appeared in 1780, 
and has fince maintained it’s ground in a very refpectable manner. 

A review of the progrefs of this ufeful work has fuggefted to usa 
few obfervations refpecting the mode in which fimilar publications 
ought to be conducted ; and we fhall take the liberty of fubjoining a 
few hints upon this fabjeét, which we are perfuaded our authors wall 
take in good part, as they may afford them a means of corre¢cting in 
their future volumes a tew deficiencies, which we could not help re- 
marking in the prefent. : 

ft, An Annual Regifter in it’s very name implies a fuccin® narra- 
tive of afl the political events and occurrences of the year. Nothing 
fhould, if poffible, be omitted or pofiponed. ‘To mingle the occur- 
rences of different years, deftroys the chronological order, which it is 
the very object of thefe publications to preferve, diftra¢ts the mind of 
the reader, and renders the work much lefs ufeful than it would other- 
wife be to the future hiftorian. 2dly, Though foreign affairs are not to 
be neglected, yet the authors fhould remeimber, that to englifhmen the 
affairs of their own country are always moft important. ‘The pro- 
ceedings of parliament and other domeftic tranfa€tions fhould therefore 
be given in as full and minute a manner, as the limits will admit; and 
itis but a matter of juftice to annex tae names of the refpective {peakers 


to the arguments they have employed; by thefe means the ——— nd 
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public men are tranfmitted to pofterity, and the reader is enabled to 
judge of the talents of thofe who appear either on the minifterial or 
oppofition benches. 3dly, For the fame reafonthe foreign affairs fhould 
be given rather in a very clear and fuccin€&t manner, than in one more 
diffufe and minute. A little prolixity in relating our domeftic 
tranfactions, ferves to render them .more clear to the apprehenfion 
of the reader, who is neceflarily fuppofed to be previoufly acquainted 
with the eutline of the faéts; but in treating of foreign affairs, pro- 
lixity neceflarily tires, darkens, and confufes, and particularly when 
long abfiracts of tate papers, and diplomatic difputes are introduced ; 
and it fhould not be forgotten, that thefe papers are commonly intended 
rather to difguife than to elicittruth. gthly, We do not expect from an 
Annual Regifter that correct developement of politic, -intrigue, and 
the caufes and motives of public aéts, which the hiftorian who ranfacks 
the archives, andconfults the memorandums of deceafed ftatefmen and 
minifters, 1s alone capable of furnifhing—It is therefore the fafe plan 
for the authors of periodical hiftories, to confine themfelves to the ge- 
neral outline of the facts, not to wafte their time or their reader’s pa- 
tience in fpeculation or conjecture, or in endeavouring to afcertain 
motives and caufes which are neceflarily concealed from their view, 
Laftly, the early appearance of their annual Volume fhould be a prime 
object with thefe authors, fince otherwife the curiofity of the public is 
blunted by the delay, and the chief advantage of the work 1s loft to 
the majority of readers, which is to inform them of the prefent ftate 
of political affairs. 

he late appearance of the Annual Regifter for 1791, will reafonably 
excite in the public an expetation of extraordinary merit. That a 
fair judgment may be formed, how far the editors have atoned for the 
delay, by the variery and value of their compilation, we fhall ftate to 
our readers fome particulars concerning it’s contents. 

This volume, like the former, coniifts of ahiftory of Europe for the 
year, a chronicle, ftate Fw natural hiftory, ufeful projects, anti- 
quities, mifcellaneous eflays, poetry, and an account oi books. 

Among the foreign tranfa¢tions, a full detail is given, extracted from 
the ftate papers relative to the Netherlands, of the difturbed affairs of 
that unhappy country from the fummer of the vear 178g, under the 
emperor Jofeph, to the zothof June 1791, when the emperor Leopold 
was inaugurated at Brofiels as duke of Brabant. A diftin¢t chapter 1s 
devoted to the affairs of Germany ; and another to thofe of the northera 
powers, from the renewal of the war of Sweden — Roffia in the 
campaign of 1790, to the peace between Raffia and Turkey, concluded 
at Galatz in auguft 1791. The materials for this chapter appear 0 
have been colleéted with much induftry, and are well digefted. — 

Farther than this, however, they have not yet proceeded with re- 
fpet to foreign affairs. The narrative of the polifh revolution, toge 
ther with the hiftory of France, is poftponed to the enfuing volume. 
This omiffion is fo very extraordinary, that we much queftion whether 
the public will be fatiefied with the reafon of expediency which the editors 
fuggeft, chat the clofe of the year 1791, is an epoch which forms 4 
narrow ifthmus between two feas of cathy where the hiftorian nato- 


rally reits to contemplate the paft and the future. In a few gene ‘ 
remarks fubjoined, the editors ftrengly exprefs theis difapprobation 
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the principles, and their dread of the confequences of the french re. 
volution. 

The domeftic, or more properly the parliamentary hiftory, com- 
mences from the meeting of parliament in 1790, and is treated fo much 
at large, as to occupy a hundred and twenty pages. Much pains are 
taken to explain diftinétly the principles of britith policy, with refpee 
to the general balance of power both in Europe and the Eaft Indies. 
Much attention is alfo beftowed upon the queftion concerning the 
abatement of impeachments on a diffolution of parliament, in me A pa 
to which the editors have not only ftated the principal arguments ad- 
vanced in parliament, but colle¢ted from the parliamentary rolls large 
materials ie the further elucidation of the fubject: yet we cannot but 
regret, that the arguments of the feveral fpeakers on this important 
topic are not given with their names, and the order in which they 
{poke ; and with refpect to the obfervations of the editors, though the 
inquiry is important, it may be queftioned, whether an elaborate dif- 
cuflion of it’s merits ought to have occupied the place of general hiftory, 
ata time when great and interefting facts were prefling in upon the 
hiftorian from various quarters, It is {till more doubtful, whether the 
hiftory of the affairs of France and Poland ought to have been poft. 

oned to make room for a detailed narrative of the difputes between Mr. 
Burke and Mr. Fox; in which, as well as on fome other points, the 
editors appear in the character of advocates for Mr. Burke, more than 
fuits their office as general hiftorians. In the hiftorical part no notice 
whatever is taken b the Birmingham riots; and in the chronicle we 
remark, that a very brief and imperfect account is given of that dif- 
graceful tranfa¢tion: and that no notice is taken of the moft fingular 
circumftances attending it, the cilatorinefs of the magiftrates in fup- 
preffing it, and the appearance of certain perfons among the mob, 
evidently not of the lower clafs, and sot known by a fingle perfon in Bir- 
mingham or it’s neighbourhood, who directed the rioters, and were fome- 
times termed their leaders. 

Among the articles of an appendix to the chronicle are fome ufeful 
tables, particularly of the imports, exports, and prices of grain, anda 
ftate of the barometer and thermometer. The extra¢ts from books 
under various heads are very judicioufly made; but do not give the 
work any fuperiority over it’s competitor. ‘The poetical felection is 
not made with equal tafte and judgment as in fome former years; it is, 
befides, too much tin¢tured with politics, ‘The account of books 
confifts only of a brief review of three publications with long extraéts, 
On the whole, though we cannot approve of the political principles 
and {pirit which appear in this volume, and though we think it effen- 
tially deficient frem the entire omiffion of the hiftory of France and 
Poland, we think that in parts it is ag spa executed, though the 
ftyle is very unequal. The language is by no means uniformly felect, 
but is often debated by low colloquial expreffions not confiltent with the 
dignity of hiftory. ‘Thus we read that Leopold ‘ had a moft nice and 
difficult game to play;’ * fplit into {mall divifions;’ * running haftily 
into action ;’ ‘ /moothed mony 3’ her fucceffor feemed deftined to take 
every thing by the wrong handle, * or if he happened to feize it by the 
right, was fure to pu it to an extreme.’ ‘Thefe are a few among the 
many inftances of colloquial language, which we find in the hiftorical 
part of this volume, and which we fhould be glad in future to fee the 
authors avoid, Art. 
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Art. v. A Colledion of fearce and interefing Tra&s, tending to eluci- 
date detached Parts of the Hiftory of Great Britain ; feleced Srom the 
Sommers-Colleions, and arranged in chronological Order. 4to, 
pages. Price 1]. 5s. in boards, R. Edwards. 1795. 


Tue defire of being acquainted with fuch minute circumftances of 
ancient times, as may ferve to exhibit the manners, or illuftrate the 
hiftory of our anceflors, is fomething more than harmlefs curiofity, 
It brings before the intelligent reader a variety of faéts, which, how- 
ever trivial they may appear when viewed fingly, form cclleétively a 
mafs of information equally ufeful to the fpeculative philofopher and 
the practical politician, The tafte for collections of this kind, refpecting 
the hiftory of Great Britain, has met with numerous gratification 
from the publication of private memoirs, anecdotes, and lives, and from 
larger compilations, fuch as Morgan’s Phoenix Britannicus, Howard’s 
Collections, the Harleian Mifcellany, and the Sommers-Colle@tions. 
Compilations of this kind have been commonly made without much 
regard to arrangement, and have contained many pieces which can 
fcarcely in any point of view be thought interefting : they are there- 
fore very proper fubjects of abridgment: and the public is indebted to 
the editor, who opens an eafy accefs to the more valuable ftores con- 
tained in thefe magazines, by feparating them from the general mafs, 


627 


and difpofing them methodically in a difting apartment. A com- 


pendium has already been made of the Harleian Mifcellany ; and the 
public is here prefented with a fimilar epitome of the large colleétion of 
tracts, to which at it’s firft appearance was affixed the name of the great 
lord Sommers, confifting of fixteen quarto volumes scianttt at 
different times between the years 1748 and 1751, and now rarely to 
be met with. 

In a felection of this kind, the reader may expeé to find many par- 
ticulars in vain fought for in general hiftory, which will at once afford 
him amufement and information. The editor of this volume has the 
merit of having made a very judicious choice of materials, and of 
having arranged them with a due attention to connettion of fubject and 
chronological order; he has therefore a good claim (to borrow his own 
illuftration) to that kind of praife which would be given to a builder, 
who, after clearing the ground of a vatt, ill-fafhioned, irregular man- 
fion, crowded with ¢ rich windows that exclude the light, and patlages 
that lead to nothing,’ fhould contrive at a moderate expenfe, and out 
of the old materials, to ere€t upon the fpot a neat, convenient, com- 
fortable dwelling. 

The period which this fele€tion comprehends is from the year 1486 
tothe yearrz12. Among the articles illuftrative of the hiftory of this 
period, fome of the more valuable are the following : A Report on the 
Karl of Northumberland’s ‘Treafons, 1585 ;—a Letter to the Spanifh 
Ambaflador in France, coticerning the State of England ;—Speech of 
Queen Elizabeth in Parliament, 1593, on the Spanith Invafion ; Hif- 
tory of the Gunpowder Treafon, collected from approved authors, 
Popith and Proteitant;—Life of Henry Prince of Wales ;—the Inho- 
manity of the King’s Prifon-keeper towards the Parliament Prifoners 
at Oxtord, 1659 ;—News from Bruffels and “Anfwer; Charles II's 
Declaration, and Letter to General Monk, 1666;—Letters on the 
Reftoration ;—the Petition and Cafe of Oliver Flemming, Kn g 
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—Life and Death of Blood;—Account of the Prefervation of the Re- 
galia of Scotland ;—Declaration of the Duke of Monmouth, and Ac. 
count of his Execution ;—Account of the Death of James II, and 
the Pope’s Speech upon it; the late King James’s Letter to the Privy 
Counfellors ;—Cafe of two Abfolvers tried in 1696 ;—Hiftory of the 
Kentifh Petition ;—the Church of England’s Advice to her Children, 
by Mr. Leflie;—Accounts of the Scotch Plots ;—Account of the Pro- 
ceedings againit ‘Titus Oates ;—Tranfactions refpecting William 
Gregg, executed for High Treafon in 1711 ;—Queen Anne’s Reafons 
for creating the Electoral Prince of Hanover a Peer of the Realm, 
1712. ) 

Amufing pieces defcriptive of cuftoms, manners, &c. are the fol- 
lowing: Defcription of the Chriftening of Prince Arthur, Son to 
Henry Vil;—Remembrance for the Traduction of Katherine of 
Spain ;—Proceedings at the Funeral of Queen Elizabeth ;—the Chrift- 
ening of Henry Prince of Wales, 1594; the magnificent Entertain« 
ment given to King James, &c. 1603;—Journal of the Earl of Not- 
tingham’s Embaily to Spain, 1604 ;—the Marriage of Prince Frederick, 
1613 ;—Funeral of the Prince of Wales;—Lord Digby’s Entertain- 
ment in Spain ;— Triumphant Entry of Charles I into London, 1641 
—Defcription of the Coronation of Charles IT 1661. 

The fele¢tion contains the following fatirical pieces :—-A Squib, not 
very decently written, entitled, Divers remarkable Paflages of the 
Ladies at Spring-Garden, in Parliament aflembled;—and a famous 
olitical fatire, M]elius Inguirendum into the Birth of the Prince of 
Vales. Among mifcellaneous articles muft be alfo mentioned, a 
Letter from Sir Henry Sydney to his Son Sir Philip Sydney ;—the 
three Royal Cedars; a Panegyric on Charles II and the Dukes of 
York and Gloucefter ;—and an Account of the Archbifhop Sancroft. 

From the account of the proceflion of king James, a monument of 
human folly, we fhall take one precious poetic gem, a foag in praife 
ef James.—p, 118. 

* Shine Titan fhine. 
Let thy fharp raies be hurld 
Not on this vnder world, 
For now tis none of thine. 
Cher. No, no tis fone of thine, 


¢. But in that fphere, 
Where what thine armes infolde, 
Turnes all to burnifht gold, 
Spend thy guilt arrowes there. 
Chor. Doe, doe, fhoot onelic there. 


« Earth needes thee not: 
Herchildbed daies are done, 
And Shee another Sunne, 
Faire as thy felfe has got. 
Cher, A new new Sunne is got, 

‘ O this is hee! 
Whofe new beames make our Spring, 
Men glad and birdes to Sing ; 

Hymnes of praife, ioy, and glee, 

Ghor. Sing, Sing, O this is he! 
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* That in the North 
Firft rizing ; fhonne (fo far) 
Bright as the morning Starre, 
At his gaie comming forth. 
Chor. See, fee how he comes forth. 


© How foon ioies varie ? 
Here ftaid had ftill! O then 
Happie both place and men 
But here had lift not tarrie. 
Chor. O griefe! had lift not tarrie. 


« No, no, his beames, 
Muft equall deuide, 
Their heate to Orbes befide, 
Like nourifhing filuer ftreames. 
Cher. loies flide away like ftreames. 


* Yet in this lies 

Sweet hope: how far foeuer, 

Hee bides, no cloudes can fever, 

His glorie from our eyes. 

Chor. Drie, drie, your weeping eyes, 
« And make heaven ring, 

His welcomes fhowted loudlie, 

For heauen it felfe lookes proudly, 

That earth has fucha King. 

Chor. Earthvhas not fuch a King.’ 


The account of Blood, the famed plunderer of the regalia, concludes 
with the following fingular chara¢ter :—P. 400. 

« He wasa man, in their opinion, fitter to imbroil than compofea 
difconcerted fociety; to be a mate to fome hunting Nimrod, rather than 
an affiftant to a peaceful magiitrate; not that he wanted a reach of 
underftanding, and with a prompt comprehenfion of things a clear and 
diftinguifhing judgment; but his ambitious and reftlefs {pirit, fuitably 
Jodged in a i and vigorous body, always dire¢ted his thoughts to 
fuch ftirring and ative counfels, as not only were inconfiftent with 
temper and mildnefs, but required a neceffary concurrence of undaunted 
refolution, with plodding fagacity, before they could be brought to 
effect : and indeed his heart and head clubbed fo equally, and kept fo 
true a pace together in all his undertakings, that if the = —_ he 
fet about failed of the projeéted fuccefs, yet they were ftill brought fo 
near an iffue, that providence feemed concerned, by defeating them at 
the laft nick, to make good that oracle of Scripture, thar God brings (9 
nought the counfils of the wife. And his defigns were generally laid 
with fo much artifice, and managed with that confidence of under- 
taking, that in ail probability human and ordinary circumfpection was 
not fufficient to way-lay him in many of his fubtile and politick con 
trivances. or 

* They cannot deny but that there was a great 7 in his mo- 
rals, fince his moft noted a¢tions can allow of no other ap JJation, 
than that of fplendid crimes ; but whether the injuries which he always 
pretended to have received, disjointed the original rectitude of his al 
ture and education, by bending him to revenge, oF Ot ee 
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ambition, which feems to be the greateft excefs that fwayed him, fet 
him upon unufuval methods of contal: it is {till certain, that he pur. 
fued none of thofe mean and {neaking attions, that leaves an indelible 
chara¢ter of ignominy upon thofe who would be thought gentlemen, 
when they tread in the fteps of villains. He was indeed for forbidden 
game, but never on the king’s highway, always in royal parks and 
torefts; crowns, fcepters and government were lis booty ; and the 
furprifing of caftles and vice-roys his recreation, For compafling thofe 
reat ends, he had a wonderful art of infinuating into the affections of 
the leaders of all difcontented parties; and maugre the differences of 
remonttrances of the various perfuafions in religion of thofe he rallied 
with, he ilill won fo much upon the minds of the cabals, that (unlefs it 
be of late) he was never fufpected by his party; though it appeared at 
his laft, that he either fell back, or had in his heart conftantly adhered 
to the religion wherein he wae educated. In fum, fir, when they have | 
confidered him on every fide, in the heat of boftling, and in the cool 
of his retreat, which feemed only to be his quarter of rcfrefiment, 
wherein he plotted and laid new trains for action, they think that part 
of the burlefque epitaph that was made on Mr. Pryxn, may very fitly 
guadrate to this famed man: 
That he went through thick and thin, 
Was never cut, nor never in.’ 
The hiftory of the kentiS petition in 1701 affords a ftriking proof 
how foon the people, after the revolution of 1688, were diffatisfied with 
their reprefentatives in parliament. ‘The five gentlemen who prefented 
the petition, the object of which was the defence of the proteftant caufe 
s # 2gaintt France, were imprifoned. This oppreflive proceeding occa- 
fioned a general ferment; and when the prifoners were, on the proro- 
gation of parliament, releafei, they received many public atteftations 
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4 of approbation. ‘The conc/ution of this nartative 1s fo interefting, that 
f we cannot terminate this article without laying it before our readers. 
d P. 538.—* Artthe time of the affizes lately held at Maidflone, the 
y grand jury, confifting of very eminent gentlemen and freeholders of 
0 the county, whereof twelve were juftices of the peace, went in a body 
h to the gentlemen, and publickly gave them thanks for their fidelity to 
d the country, in delivering their petition to the parliament, 
0 ‘ In all thefe expreflions of the ¢ountry’s joy at the retutn of thefe 
0 honeft gentlemen, it might be enquired, what they faid of the parlia- 
\e ment? becanfe it is fo natural to cutfe with one hand, when we blefs 
0 With the other, that it might be rationally expected; it is true, the 
at country being juttly difobliged at the ill ufage of thefe gentlemen, did 
f9 not {pare their reflections, but I chufe to pafs it over, becaufe it is not | 
d parliaments in general, but the confpirators and jacobite pafty in a 
ft» parhament, that are at prefent the nation’s burthen, and from whom 
ab the groans to be redeemed. 
os « Had this nation liftened to the calls of their own reafon, and to the 
Voice of things, all this confufion of councils had been prevented ; had 
O- the people of England chofen men of honefty, and of peaceable princi- ; 
My ples, men of candor, difengaged from intereft and defign, that had | 
ys hothing before them but the benefit of their country, the afety of reli- 
a- gion, and the intereft of Barope, all this had been avoided ; they would 
ul hever have imprifoned five honeft gentlemen, for coming to them with 
Dy the fenfe of their country ‘in a peaceable petition, they would nevér 
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have had the occafion to repent of their refufing to hearken tothe voice 
of the people: But it is too late to look back, the nation has had the 
misfortune to chufe them, and our peace and liberty, and the proteftant 
intereft in Exrope, is too much in their hands, 

* All the advice I can pretend to give my fellow-flaves and country. 
men is, that they would not be backward to let the gentlemen know 
that the nation 1s fenfible they are not doing their ay and withal, 
that to impofe upon the rights and liberties of the exg/ié nation, me 
always been fatal to the perfons of thofe who have attempted it, and 
their — ftand as buoys and marks to warn pofterity of the hidden 
dangers’ which others have fallen into. 

‘ It has been fatal to faveurites, to judges, to lords, and to kings 
and will certainly be fo even to parliaments, if they defcend to abufe 
the people they reprefent. 

* The imprifoning thefe five gentlemen had neither reafon, law, 
pretence, nor policy in it. 

* It had no reafon in it, becaufe they had offended againft no law, 
either of reafon, or the nature of the thing. 

* It had no law in it, becaufe they had no legal power to commit 
any but their own members. 

* And Iam of the opinion, they are convinced there was no policy 
in it, forthere is feldom much policy in doing that publicly, which 
we know we fhall be afhamed of. : 

‘ The not proceeding againft them afterward, fhewed they were 
either afhamed or afraid; had they been in the right, there could be 
no reafon to fear; and if in the wrong, they had all the reafon in the 
world to be afhamed. 

*« Tocommit five gentlemen to cuftody, for petitioning them to do 
what they really knew they ought to have done, it was the moft pre- 
pofterous thing in nature: To punifh for humbly petitioning ! it is 
nonfenfe in itfelf. God himfelf permits the meaneft and moft defpi- 
cable of his creatures to remind him, as we may fay, of their wants, 
and petition for his aid: The moft contemptible beggar is permitted 
to be importunate for relief, and though the law is againft him, we 
are not affronted at it. But to refent the reprefentation of their coun- 
try, and imprifon gentlemen who, at the requeft of the freeholders of 
a county, came, under the exprefs protection of an att of parliament, 
to deliver a petition ; it was the moft ridiculous inconfiftent action that 
ever the parliament of England was guilty of ; and, with fubmiflion, 
1 think the beft ation the fame houfe can do, at their next meeting, 
is to vote that it fhould be razed out of their journals, and never be 
made a precedent for the time tocome; upon which condition, and aj 
other, the nation ought to forgive it them. io Do 

« The att of 13 Carol. 11, to affert the right of the fubjects petition- 
ing, isa fufficient authority for any one to quote, and thoféthat pre- 
tend to call this an illegal a¢t, mutt firft trample down the authority 0 
that act of parliament. 

* Let this att juftity me, in faying, that to imprifon englifomen for 
petitioning, is illegal, and a difhonour to emgli/> parliaments, legion 
article the third. 

* But fay the lame excufers of this excentric motion of the houfe, 
this was a ta¢tious thing contrived by a few private infignificant people 
of no value, and the matter ofit is faucy and impertinent. 
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« Firft, had it been a petition of the meaneft and moft inconfiderable 
perfon in England, and that fingle by himfelf, provided he were a 
freeholder of Exg/and, he had a legal right to {peak his mind, for that 
fame reafon from whence the commons in parliament claim a freedom 
of fpeech, givesevery commoner a freedom to fpeak to the houfe, fince 
every freeholder has an equal concern in their debates, and equal power 
in deputing them to fitthere. But becaufe this right unlimited might 
be tumultuous and uneafy, therefore the method how we fhall do it, 
is circum{cribed for decency’s fake, that it fhall be done by petition, 
and that petition fhall be prefented fo and fo, and by fuch a number, 
and no more: but that it fhould not be lawful to petition, no tri- 
buual, no court, no collective or reprefentative body of men in the 
world ever refufed it; nay, the inquifition of Spain does not forbid it ; 
the divan of the eurks allows it, and I believe if Satan himfelf kept his 
court in public, he would not prohibit it, 

‘ But befides this, the fact isnot true: As for it being contrived by 
a few people, Jet the impartial relation here given, anfwer that ridicu- 
lous untruth, unlefs you will account the county of Kent a few, for 
certainly eleven parts of twelve of the whole county, and now of the 
whole kingdom, approve of it. 

« Nor has the reproach upon the perfons prefenting it, more of 
truth, unlefs gentlemen of ancient and illuftrious families, whofe an- 
ceftors have been known for feveral ages to be men of honour and 
eftates, allied to feveral of the nobility, and now known and valued 
by the whole country, both for their confiderable fortunes, as well ae 

rfonal merit, unlefs I fay fuch men are to be accounted private and 
inconfiderable, the charge cannot be true: To fuch I fhall only fay, 
that the anceftors of thefe gentlemen were members of ancient _— 
ments, and of fuch parliaments as would have been afhamed of com- 
mitting fuch an abfurdity, as to imprifon the freeholders of England 
for a peaceable petition. 

« Astothe matter of the petition, and which fome le fay was 
a banter, the turning their loyal addreffes into bills of fupply. The 
gentlemen ought to have had liberty to explain themfelves, which if 
they had done, I am of the opinion that it would have been to this 
purpofe, that they thought it was proper ‘* the houfe fhould {peedily 
fupply the king fo with money, as that he might be enabled to defend 
our proteftant neighbours from the encroachments of France ;” and 
not to lofe their time in addrefling the king in matters of lefs moe 
ment. 

« | thall conclude with this fhort animadverfion by way of remark, 
and let all men judge of the juftnefs of the obfervation. ; 

« That as this was the firft time that ever the engli/f> nation pe- 
titioned to be taxed, fo this was the firft parliament that ever addrefled 
the king to take care of himfelf, and defend himfelf againft his people.’ 

E. De 
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Art. vi. Objervations on our Lord’s Conduct as a divine Inftrufor : 
and on the Excellence of bis Moral Chara&er. By William New- 
come, p.p. Archbifhop of Armagh. The Second Edition. 
8vo. 516 pages. Price 7s. in boards, Johnion. 1795. 
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Tars work, having been firft printed in the year 1782, docs not 
properly require our attention, farther than to announce the fecond 
edition to the public. It is, however, a performance of fuch dif. 
tinguifhed merit, and the republication is, at the prefent time, fo 
peculiarly feafonable, as containing much important matter applicable 
to the objections which have been of late revived againft chriftianity, 
that we fhall be juftified in detaining our readers upon this article, 
whilft we ftate the author’s leadin aan, and general plan. The 
former we fhal]l give in the lcarhod and worthy primate’s own words, 

‘ The following work is defigned to affift {peculative inquiry, and 
pious meditation: it propofes to the lover of truth and goodnef 
the doctrines of Chritt in their native fimplicity, and his charaéter, 
as it arifes from fa&ts recorded by the evangelifts : it ftates thofe 
evidences for our Lord’s divine miffion, to which he himfelf ap- 
pealed.: and it contains a difcuffion of many difficulties relating both 
to the phrafeology and to the fubjeét-matter of the gofpel hiftory.’ 

The work is divided into two parts, the firft of which treats of 
the doétrine of Chrift, the fecond of his character. In the fr/ part, 
the author confiders the matter of our Lord’s initructions, refpecting 
the divine nature, his own office, a future ftate, and moral duty ; 
the maxaer in which he taught, with various illuftrations of his 
wifdom, benevolence, and authority ; and the proofs which he gave 
of his divine miffion in prophecies and miracles. In the /econd part, 
are diftinétly confidered our Lord’s piety, benevolence, compafiion, 
juftice, temperance, meeknefs, humility, fortitude, veracity, natu- 
ral affection, friendfhip, prudence, and conduct towards thofe in 
authority, and towards his country; the teftimony born to his 
character by his enemies; the manner in which the evangelifts de- 
lineate his character; and the proofs in his condué& that he was not 
an impoftor. The work is a correct and mafterly digeft of the gof- 
pels, confirmed and illuitrated by judicious criticzims, and pertinent 
Citations. 

The defence of chriftianity, which this excellent work affords, 
ts lefs fyftematic than fome others ; but perhaps no performance has 
ever appeared better calculated for popular ufe, or more likely to 
fix upon the mind of the reader a ftrong conviction of the fuperiour 
excellence of chriftianity, as a pratical inftitute of religion : fo that 
it well deferves a place on the religious fhelf of every family-library. 


ART. vil. Chriftian Knowledge, ina Series of T he ological Exirads 
and Abridgements : affectionately addreffzd to philofophic Deis, Se- 
cinians, Chrifiians, and Jews. By a Lover of ‘True »hilotophy. 
Volume the Firft. 8vo. 400 pages. Price 6s. in boards. (a 
dell and Davies. 1795. 

THF nature and defign of this publication we fhall leave the edi- 

(Or to explain in his own words. 
Pref. p. v.—* The editor of thefe Extraéts is induced to give the 

felection to the public, from the fully fufficient motive of having 

effectually found in thefe tracts the moft perfect cure to that unhappy 

inflability of opinions, on the moft important fubjeéts ; which, toa 

hulceptible and ingenuous mind, cannot but be a perpetual source of 
igwar 
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inward pain and grief. Happy they, whofe native candour and fim- 


plicity of heart lay them early open to the impreflions of piety, and 
lead to the final eftablifhment of their faith, without other aid than 
the internal evidences of thofe infpired writings, that contain in 
themfelves, taken collectively, an antidote for every error, which 
fome eafy mifconftrution of their letter, in certain detached 
pafflages, may poflibly occafion. Much to be pitied are they, on 
the other hand, whofe difputations and faftidious turn expofe them 
to the wound of every hoftile cavil; whofe minds, deprived of ‘fixed 
fecurity in thofe divine records which reveal things belonging to 
their peace, have nothing but their own inquietude and diftrefs to 
put them on ferious enquiry, and bring them within the reach of 
everlafting confolation and chriftian hope. 

‘ To perfons on this fide I addrefs the following traéts, which, 
though in fome parts they may appear rather dry and philofophical, 
will yet be found to convey ftrong additional arguments in favour of 
religion ; fuch as will not only affure them of its truth at the mo- 
ment, but will build up their faith on that rock of ages, which da- 
ting its elevation with the firft beginning of our race, has ftood the 
affaults of ericr and prejudice to this day, and will do fo to the end, 
protected as it is, by reafon, by fads, by antiquity, and by heaven.’ 

Pref. p. xix.—‘ Whatever may génerally be thought of this pub- 
lication altogether, I truft that fuch as perufe it with ferioufnefs and 
candour, fhall, by Ged’s bleffing, find in it no feeble defence againtt 
the fhafts of infidelity, and no inconfiderable confirmation of their 
faith. So may the Almighty, who brings good out of evil, and 
light the more pleafing and the more powerful for the deep contraft 
of preceding darknefs, difpenfe fome {falutary emanations of {piritual 
truth and comfort, by the imperfeé, but well-meant labours, of a 
once fplenetic and unhappy fceptic! To conclude a preface already 
too long, whilft I fhroud in concealment my fhame of having been 
ever by any evil fallacies, or mifconftruction of a revelation, which 
to every eye of pure and right perceptions, fhines with more than 
fublunary light, feduced to fall under this defcription,—may | not 
hope that the additional ftrength and ftedfafinefs of belief which I 
have acquired by thefe refearches, fhall be communicated to others, 
who, without my former propenfity to miftruft, may feel themielves 
awakened and affifted by the ardour and the force of thofe convic- 
tions, by which I am now fo deeply impreffed ?” 

The contents of the volumes are:—Chap. 1. An interefting 
tranfeript from the learned introduétion to a book entitled ‘fore Solr- 
taria.— Chap. 11. Part of a difcourfe from Dr. Scott’s Chrif 
tian Life, on the divinity and incarnation of our Saviour.—Chap. lif. 
Of the divine and human nature of Chrift united ; and on the efficacy 
of his fufferings ; from Stackhoufe’s Hiftory of the Bible.—Chap. 1v. 
v. vi. Of facrifices and prophecies, from the fame.—Chap. VI1.— 
On the moral effe& of the redemption, and againft fecurity in fin: 
from Scott’s Chriftian Life, and Young’s Centaur not Fabulous. — 
Chap. virr. Moral good the main of religion ; from Dr. Scott. 
Chap. 1x. The caufes and folly of atheifm; from the fame.— 


Chap. x. On Providence : — a a The 
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The firft extra& in this volume contains a learned account of the 
agreement of different nations in the notion of a trinity in the divine 
nature. The parts taken from Dr. Scott on the Chriftian Life are 
materially abridged ; and notes are added, fome of which are ori- 
ginaJ, others compofed from different authors. 

A continuation of this well-meant publication may be expe‘ted. 


Art.visr. 4 Repl to Thomas Paine’s Second Part of the Age of Reafon, 
By Gilbert Wakefield, p.a. 8vo. 60 pages. Price 1s. 6d. 
Symonds. 1795. 


Wuice we admire the alacrity of Mr. W. in fo foon again ftep- 
ping forth upon the arena to encounter the author of the Age or 

eafon, we cannot but regret that his contempt for his adveriary 
fheuld have tempted him to appear 

* nec mirmillionis in armis, 
Nee clypeo Gracchum pugnantem aut falce fuperna.” 

Inftead of the ftrong buckler and the fharp faulchion, he brings in 
one hand a cat-o’nine-tails, well fteeped in vinegar, to chaftife his 
foe, and in the other a fool’s cap to place upon his head. In plain 
language, Mr. W. has, in this reply, taken at leaft as much pains 
to exhauft his fund of words, of which, efpecially in the reprehen- 
five and criminatory claffes, we readily concede to him the honour 
of ‘ poffeffing a tolerably good ftock,’ as to bring forth ftrong facts, 
and ftrong arguments, in defence of revelation. To borrow one 
of Mr. W.’s fplendid images; he has laboured more ‘ to gibbet his 
antagonift on the page of immortality, as a warning to audacious 
blockheads,’ than to furnifh the unlearned reader, on whofe mind 
Mr. Paine’s writings are moft likely to make an impreffion, with a 
plain refutation of his objeftions. ‘This is the more to be lamented, 
as Mr. W. could, doubtlefs, with great eafe, have crowded with 
hiftorical authorities and logical reafonings, thofe numerous pages, 
which are at prefent loaded with vituperative rhetoric; the fubject 
having, as he affures the public, ‘ engaged his thoug!its for many 
years, and been, as it were, the concentration and convergency of 
all his ftudies.” Not duly mindful, as we deem, of the chriftian 
rule of ‘ not rendering railing for railing,’ Mr. W. exhibits, in 
every variety of figure, which his pregnent fancy and rich yotabu- 
Jary can furnith, the Age of Reafon as a crude farrago of imperti- 
nence and ftupidity, a fink of futility, a bog of vague, fophifti- 
cal, and unfubftantial declamation; and the awthor as a headitrong 
Sciolift, a puzzle-pated fellow, a fwaggering polemic, a noify Cox- 
comb, an impenetrably ftupid and futile braggadocio, an enormous 
and incomprehenfible dunce, and, in fhort, as a man whofe unprin- 
cipled and deteftable audacity language is too feeble to characterue 
in terms of fufficient aggravation. But we pafs over, with this 
curfory notice, the declamatory part of this reply, to leave room 
for a full anahfis of thofe thorter, but more important parts, which 
are argumentative. ; ; 

To the objeétion, that in the Old Teftament many things are {rid 
to be done by the exprefs command of God, which are thocking 


to humanity, and contrary to our ideas of juftice, it is ——e 
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1. That all the powers of man being the workmanfhip of God, and 
all the operations of human agents at his difpofal and under his 
controul, all the violations of juftice and humanity, which have 
taken place among men through every age, are directed by divine 
providence, and natural and revealed religion, with refpect to this 
difculty, flind or fall together, 2. It was the profefled object of 
the mofaical inftitution to preferve in the world the belief and wor- 
fhip of one God; and we are folely indebted at this day, for our 
pure apprehenfions of the Supreme Being, to the diffufion of this 
doctrine from the jews to other nations: whence it may be quef- 
tioned, how far the deftru€tion of a {mall portion of mankind in an 
idolatrous country might be calculated to effec the diffemination of 
true religion, and, as fuch, be reconcileable to juit conceptions of 
the divine government. The efficacy of fuch a procefs in over- 
coming at once the power of habit and education, and eradicating 
errour, is manifeft; and there was not more cruelty, with refpe& to 
God, in deftroying men by the fword, than by earthquakes or pef- 
tilence: in either cafe, we acquiefce in the difcipline, from a con{ci- 
cufnefs of our incompetency to judge of the ways of providence. 
It mult be conceded, that this remedy of extirpation was calculated 
to engender ferocious difpofitioas in thofe who were commiffioned to 
adminifter it: but the jews were then little better than barbarians, 
and their fyftem was adapted to their rude ftate, and was introduc- 
tory to a better: add to this, that the contempi:tion of the fpecific 
object in view would naturally counteraét the general tendency of 
fuch fummary difcipline; as the falutary purpote of furgical opera- 
tions counteraéts their ill effects in hardening the feelings of the 
operator. 3. National or perfonal vanity may have exaggerated 
the accounts of the numbers flain in (he © ..tories of the Rashes, 
Fhe ifraelites, in confequence of thei: t\cocratical policy, were 
accuftomed, on all occafions, to acknowledge the immediate agency 
of God: hence their hiftorians {peak of every tranfaction as ex- 
prefsly prefcribed by Jehovah, when we are under no neceflity of 
{uppofing a fpecific and actual interference. 4. Perhaps Jofhua, and 
his fellow-foldiers, in compliance with the ferocious character of the 
times, may have exceeded their commiffion, «nd indulged themfelves 
in unauthorized aéts of murder and rapine. |! Aumd, xxxili, 52—-56, 
be compared with Deut. xx, 16, 17,and vii, 16. it will, perhaps, appear, 
that the direétion of Mofes did not extend beyond a total expulfion of 
the original inhabitants. 

Concerning the authenticity of the books of Scripture, th» argu- 


ment from analogy is valid. If one book be received ag aut ientic, 
on eftablithed rules of evidence from human teltimony, anotucr book, 
which comes attended with equal «vidence, is equiliy intitled to 
acceptance. Scientific demonflration ts improperiy brought into 
comparifon with human teftimony. ‘Lhe projsne jultories, m the 
direct ratio of their antiquity, give evidence more largely and expli- 


citly in favour of the facred writings. We di‘believe «ue miracle 
of Vefpafian, related in Lacitus, not from a want of authenticity 
in the hiftorian, but becaufe Vefpafian’s chara¢ter and ‘lation threw 
a fufpicion upon this hearfay ftory. ‘Tl.c miraculous ftory, related by 
Jofephus, of the fea of Pamphilia opening to let Alexander and his 
Uu 4 army 
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army pafs, may be fuppofed to have arifen from a natural phe- 
nomenon; and this conjecture is confirmed by Strabo’s account 
Lib. xiv. ; 

It is perfectly immaterial whether Mofes be the author of the 
Pentateuch or not. The evidence for the jewith revelation, and 
confequently for the credibility of the jewith {criptures, is briefly 
this. A numerous race of men, during a period of three thov/and 
three hundred years, through every vicifftude of fortune, have ad- 
hered fteadfaftly to a fyftem of religious polity, which they pretend 
was delivered to their legiflator Motes from God himfelf. The 
ancient renown of this people is attefted by a long feries of ancient wri. 
ters, high in reputation, neither connected with their religion, nor 
friendly to their race. Many of thefe atteftations are, indeed, preferved 
in chriftian writings; but the fidelity of thefe extracts, from works now 
loft, is afcertained, by the acknowledged furvival of thofe works be- 
yond the time when the extraéts were made, and by the known accu- 
racy of other quotations in the fame books from writings ftill extant, 
‘Fhe perfeverance of the jews in their attachment to their relizion, 
and their uninterrupted exiftence as a diftin& people, are faéts unpa- 
ralleled in the hiftory of the human race, and inexplicable on any prin- 
ciple of analogy, philofophy, or tradition, without fome original au- 
thentication of that religion, proportionate to fuch a confequence, and 
therefore probably divine. ‘The continued feparate exiftence of this 
people, with their ancient cuftoms and language, may be regarded 
as an earneft of their future confolidation into one community. 
Their book of laws is the moft ancient {pecimen of alphabetic writing 
in the world: there is every reafon, from exifting evidences, to be- 
lieve that alphabetic writing had it’s fource with this people, and is 
of divine original. The purity of the jewith law is farther aicertained 
by the collation of ancient manufcripts, and by the famaritan Penta- 
teuch difcovered in the lJaft century, which brought to light the 
fame fyitem of laws, in their primeval chara¢ters, preferved by a 
{mall tribe, the tenants of their ancient territories in Samaria, at 
perpetual enmity with the jews, and therefore a wy corrobora- 
tion of the mutual integrity of thefe records, from fuch a peculiar 
correfpondence. 

No one can fuppofe Mofes himfelf to have been the writer of the 
lat chapter of Deuteronomy. It is probable, that this chapter ts 
only a conjeétural account ; for from the account of our Saviour’s 
transfiguration, it may be inferred, that Mofes was tranflated, as 
Enoch and Elias had been before him. : 

The difficulty concerning the city of Dax, mentioned Gen. xiv, 14 
(compared with Judges xviii, 27) is folved by the obvious remark, 
that swo places may be called by the fame name. Or, if it should 
be found neceffary to allow, that fome interpolations or fome changes 


have been made in the body of the mofaic hiftory, with an intention of 


giving greater perfpicuity and clearer connection to the narrative, for 
the purpofe of accommodation to pofteriour circumftances in the fubfti- 
tution of names and places by altering the obfolete so the current de- 
nomination, fuch uneffential variations do not in the leait tend to 
invalidate the narrative at large ; unlefs faéts themfelves, which p- 
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pear abundantly corroborated, and both numerous and important, 
can be proved at the fame time anachronous and falfe. 

From comparing Numé. xxxi, 14—19, with Judges xxi, 11, it ap- 
pears, that the exemption from univerfal extermination was an at 
of benignity, to incorporate the refidue of the devoted people with 
the jews. 

The claufe, For. xxiv, 31, all the days of the elders that overlived 
JFufoua, may have been the addition of fome future penman, who 
digeited and modelled thefe hiftories. 

The account of the fu fanding fillis, probably, not to be con- 
fidered as the hiftorical relation of 2 miraculous fact, but as a poeti- 
cal embellifhment ; for it is a quotation from the book of Jahhir, 
mentioned again 2 Sam. i, 18, which may probably have been a col+ 
le€tion of poetic fongs. The words are of a poetical complexion ; 
and fimilar hyperboles are found in the oriental, greek, and roman 
poets. ‘The mention of the moon is merely as a fuitable appendage, 
to complete and dignify the imagery. 

On the diflonance of 2 Kings i, 8, and viii, 16, it may be res 
marked, that fuch palpable deviations from accuracy, where forgery 
could not fail ta corre&, and where accuracy is eafily attainable, fur~ 
nifh a ftrong prefumption of independent, unexceptionable teftimony, 
honeft, and without collufion. Aberrations, efpecially in dares and 
numbers, are found in the beft authenticated hiftories. 

The hebrew names of the conftellations mentioned in the book of 
Job are not the fame with the greek names, but entirely different. 

The jewith prophets were not the lefs prophets becaufe they de- 
livered their predi€tions in meafured phrafe, rather than in fimple 
profe; any more than the appellation of prophets, given to the greek 
poets, deftroyed their claim to poetic honours. 

The aflertion, that the New TestTamenr is founded upon the 
prophecies of the Old, and muft follow the fate of it’s foundation, 
is inaccurate. ‘The authenticity of the New Teftament is feparately 
grounded upon evidences of it’s own, hiftorical, moral, and prophet- 
ical: and thefe are no further affociated and interwoven with the 
jewifh fcriptures, than as chriftianity profeffes itfelf to be a comple- 
tion of the former difpenfation, prefuppofing and allowing the divine 
delegation of Mofes. 

Although, where the parts of a ftory difagree, the whole cannot be 
true, a leading fact may be true, in the relation of which there are 
many circumitances of difagreement. 

All that is advanced againft the Dap oy ome of Matthew and Luke 
is fale, and out of date. Some of the firmeft believers in chrifti- 
anity have perceived that juft exceptions lie againft thefe genealogies : 
yet they have not feen fufficient caufe to reject revelation altogether, 
for one or more untenable interpolations in the records of their faith. 
The Scriptures now here, as Mr. Paine intimates, make the belief of 
our Saviour’s miraculous conception neceffary to falvation. 

In Thomas Paine’s animadverfions on the evangelifts. not a fingle 
inconfiftency 1S pointed out, or the fhadow of a difficulty fated, 
that has not been propofed, confidered, and confuted ag in, and 
again, and again. ; 

Concerning the refurre&tion of Chrift, Mr. Paine fays, that Paul’s 
account of the five hundred witnefles is the teftimony of one = 
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end not of the five hundred themfelves; of 2 man too who did 

not believe a word of the matter himfelf at the time it is faid to 

have happened: that is, thefe five hundred brethren never faw 

Chrift rifen from the dead, becaufe they are faid to have feen him 

when Paul was not yet a believer in Chrift. See, on the refurre@ion 

Segue Ogden’s fifth Sermon on the Articles of the Chriftian 
aith. 

The taventy fourth chapter of Matthew is occupied in a detail of 
circumftances preceding, contemporary with, and fubfequent to, the 
defiruction of Jerufalem: now, no teftimony or argument, hittorical 
or internal, can be brought to prove the priority of the deftruction 
of Jerufalem to this compofition, or fuggett a fingle probability for 
fuch forgery in the firft chritlians. The date of this chapter, afcer- 
tainable within a few years, and from every reafonable dedu@ion in- 
dubitably prior to the cataftrophe, conftitutes an irrefragable argument 
for the prophetic character of Jefus, and for the confequent authenti- 
city of the Gofpel proclaimed by him and his apoftles. 

As tothe petty difcordancies difcovered in the writings of the New 
Teftament, nothing is more common than for eye or ear-witnefles, 
who agree in the main fact, to be at variance with each other on mi- 
nute circumftances connected with it: amd fuch difcorcancies are no 
fufficient ground for rejecting tefi:mony, fupported by other attefta- 
tions and probabilities. A thoufand undefcribable peculiarities of 
time, place, and perfona] impreflion, may occafion diverfities in 
narratives delivered by any number of people, privy to the fame 
tranfaction, without any with to deceive, or any motive for wilful 
mifreprefentation ; and thefe diverfiies afford a ftrong evidence, that 
there has been no concerted impofition. 

To affert, that there was no fuch book as the New Teftament til! 
more than three hundred years after Chrift, is the quinteffence of 
downright ignorance, or the confummation of flagitious falfhood. 
The number of other authors, in whofe authentic writings exatt 
quotations from the evangelifts are regiftered, is a complete confu- 
tation of this falfhoood. Origen, who was born in the year 185, 
and died in 253, in his reply to Celfus, probably written about 
the year 230, quotes a very —— portion of the New Tef- 
tament verbatim; which is an irrefragable proof of the exiftence 
of the New Teftament at leaft feventy years before the conclufion of 
the third century. 

[N.B. Mr. W. feems here to have miftaken Mr. Paine’s meaning : 
if the whole paflage be confidered, it will perhaps appear, that Mr. 
Paine refers to the time when the canon was fettled, and the hitherto 
fcattered fcriptures were colleéted into one volume, or, as he after- 
wards fays, when ‘ the New Teftament was formed into a book.’] 

Mr. Paine’s objections againft St. Paul’s reafoning on the refurrec- 
tion of the fame body, 1 Cor. xv, is impertinent and abfurd : for the 
apoftle does not fuppofe the future body to be the fame with, or 
fimilar to, but different from the prefent. St. Paul’s illuftration from 
2 grain of corn-feed, which had been employed before by Jeius, 

John xii, 24, is pertinent as an appeal to a popular notion. Perhaps, 
as a germ of vitality remains saimeshoel ta the grain during the 
corruption and diffolution of it’s integuments, fo the exiltence F. 
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the infect, in pafling from the worm to the butterfly, is never dif- 
continued, but merely fufpended in a kind of oblivious torpor: if | 
fo, the tranfmutation of the butterfly would have been as inappofite 
to the eftablifhment of a refurreétion to another life, as the {uppofed 
revivifcence of a grain of cern. | 
We are forry that Mr. W. has not enabled us to extend our ab- 
ftract of his reply to Mr. Paine to a greater length, by adding to 
his general ftatement of the evidence of the jewith revelation, a fum- 
mary of the leading arguments for the credibility of the gofpel hiftory, 
and fome particulars to afcertain the dates and authors of the feveral 
books of the Old and New Teftament. Thefe additions would, doubr- 
lefs, have been very acceptable to many readers: and it ought to have 
been remembered, that the great object, in a reply to Mr. Paine, is, 
not to gratify the feelings of thofe who view his writings in the 
fame light with Mr. W., by expofing him to ridicule, contempt, 
and indignation, but to obviate the doubts and {cruples, which his 
objections or cavils may have raifed in the minds of perfons who 
have not ftudied the fubjeé. M. D. 


Art. 1x. An Expofition of the Trinity: with a further Elucidation of 
the Twelfib Chapter of Daniel; one, Letter to the King, and two to 
Mr, Pitt, °Fc. By Kichard Brothérs, the Defcendant of David, 
King of Ifrael, &c. 8vo. 48 pages. Price rs. Ribeau. 1795. 


Ir muft be a fatisfa&tion to all perfons of found intelleé&t, to obferve 
that the ferme€t, which the pretended prophecies of Mr. B. lately 
excited in this country, has fo foon fubfided, and that no other ill effec 
is likely to refult from it, befide the difcredit which it may bring upon 
our national character, as a people who, notwithftanding our boafted 
advances in knowledge, are ftill wonderfully given to credulity. 
Much as it may be regretted, that a fanatic, or a maniac, fhould be 
made an objeét of official rigour; it will not, we are perfuaded, be 
any longer in the power of Mr. B., or his followers, to agitate the 
public mind by any publication, which they may iffue from iflington 
mad-houfe. ‘The good people of England, who are fo well inftru¢cted 
in the myiteries of religion by a regular clergy» will neither go to Mr. B, 
for an expofition of the Trinity ; efpecially when they are told, that 
his expofition is heretical, and perfectly mastarian, teaching that the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, are not three perfons, or beings, but 
only three diftinét names, or charatters, of the one eternal God : nor, 
after all the proof they have had that he is no prophet, will they be 
inclined to liften to his new pretenfions to revelation, or to believe, 
according to the predictions of this pamphlet, that he, the faid Richard 
B., between the menths of june, 1-g5, and june, 1796, will be 
tevealed as the prince of the jews; and that before the year 1798 the 
jews will be all reftored to Paleftine, and Jerufalem will be begun to 
be rebuilt. Mr. B., in his letter to the king, dated june g, 1795, refers 
him to John Wright and William Bryant as witnefles, to prove that 
he is the promifed deliverer of Ifrael. In his firlt letter to Mr. Pice, 
dated augaft 17, 1795, he informs him, that the very loud thunder, 
heard auguft 33, was the voice of the angel predicted Rev. x, §. 
In his fecond letter, ‘he declares himfelf the promifed prince of the 
jews, and threatens deftruétion to London and the britifh empire, if 
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he be not releafed before june, 1796. But we ought to entreat pardon 

of our readers for having detained them fo long on a publication, 

—— if genuine, is, at beft, only the abortion of a difordered 
rain, 


Art. x. 4 Sermon, preached at the Meeting-houfe in the Old Jewry, on 
the 28th of ‘Sune, 1795, upon Occafion of the Death of the Rev. Roger 
Flexman, D.D. who departed this Life on the 14th Day of the fama 
Month, in the Eighty-eigbth Year of bis Ace. By Abraham Beng D.D, 
F.R.S. S8vO. 38 pages. Price iS. Robinfons, 


Tue value of the chriftian hope of a future ftate, as a remedy againt 
the fear of death, is the fubject of this fermon. ‘This important topic 
is treated with much folidity of argument, perfpicuity of method, and 
propriety of language, ‘The leading ideas of the difcourfe are unfolded 
un that diffyfe kind of amplification, which is fuitable to a popular 
audience. A charaéter of Dr. Flexman is annexed, from which it 
appears, that he was a worthy and ufeful man, whofe memory well 
deferved a public tribute of refpect. Dr. Flexman wrote feveral fer- 
mons and tra¢ts. His extenfive and accurate acquaintance with the 
hiftory of England obtained him an appointment, as one of the com- 
pilers of the general index to the journals of the houfe of commons, 
of which he executed. the eighth, ninth, tenth, and eleventh volumes, 
¢omprehending the period from 1660 to 169 7. ) 
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PROPHECY. 


Arr. x1. Conje@ures on the Prophecies of Daniel, aud. the Apocalypje 
of St. Foku. In order to afcertain the Periods when the Vials of Wrath 
ewill finifa, agreeabl y to the Dates given in Daniel, Chapter xii. as they 
adpear to refpe? Ruffia, Germany, England, France, Confiantinople, and 
the Roman Provinces in Afia,. 12M0. 63 pages. Price 1s. 6d. 


Faulder. 1795. 


We admire the modefty of this title. No one, who is aware of the 
difficulties attendfthg the inquiry concerning the meaning of the pro- 
hecies of Daniel and the Apocalypfe, will offer his explanations of thefe 
7 to the public under any more: affuming name than that of cone 
jeGtures. This writer conceives, that fome of the prophecies of the 
book of Daniel relate to events which were to befal the roman empire 
down to the reign of Juftinian, and that the oo yr! in Revelation 
is a continuation of that of Daniel. In the courfe of his explanations 
he, however, exchanges the modefty of conjeture for the confidence 
of dogmatifm. The following comment is a curious fpecimen of the 
work. P. 3Q- : 
« Revelation, chap. 6, verfe 5. ** And I beheld, and lo, a black 
horfe, and he that fat on him had a pair of balances in his vee 
Here we find depicted the fpirit of our conftitution, and the fpirit . 
our laws, having juftice for their bafis—Mr. Fleming has taken rr 
fun to reprefent SR amay furely we may, with equal propriety, Bre. 


the black horfe, in this verfe, to apply to our bleffled country.— 


‘ ; sonfidered a5 & 
cially'as the black horfe at Charing Crofs, may be confi we? al 
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national work *. It was the porchafe of the country at large. Ie 
was paid for with the money ‘voted by parliament to defray the funeral 
expences of a king whom his antimonarchical fubjects had murdered 3 
belides, there is no other empire in Eutope to which the figurative 
expreflions in the verfe can apply.’ : 

Thofe who are pleafed with this fpecimen, will of courfe perufe the 
whole piece, where they may read, at leifure, that the two horne, 
Rev. xiiie 11. are eledive monarchy and republic; and that in this 
myfterious book, (ch. 6, 11, 12,13.) the wildernefs denotes Ruflias 
the woman, the gofpel; and the bottomlefs pit, France ; with many 
other equally ingenious and probable coxjecfures. 


Art. x11. Communications of the Holy Spirit of God: immedixtely 
imparted at different Limes to George Lurncr, of Leeds, and now pub- 
lifbed by the Command of the Lird. Svo, i4 pages, Price 2d. 
Riebau. 1795. 

Scraps from the Seriptures applied by George T. in attefta- 
tion of the divine miffion of Richard Brothers. Some will be inclined 
to call this publication blafphemous; others may fancy it feditious: 
for our part, we can confider it in no other light, than as tie effufion 
of crack-brained fanatici{m, not. worth a moment’s attention from 
people in their fober fenfes. 


. 





METAPHYSICS. 


Art. x11. Az Effay on the Progre/s of Human Underflandine, 
By j. A. O’Kectle, mM. be A.M. 8v0. 55 pages. Pr. is. 6d. 
Grithths, 

Tre perfectibility of human nature is a favourite notion witht 
modern philofophers ; and it is a doctrine which every benevolent 
man muft wifh to be true. The author of this pamphlet, who ap- 
pears to have united deep reflection with extenfive reading, is a 
warm advocate for this doctrine; and he writes with rhe laudable 
defign of pointing out the obftacles which have hitherto obftruct- 
ed the progrefs of the human intellect, and fuggefling the means 
@f it’s more rapid advancement. He truitts, that an honeit ate 
tempt to mark the path to pure underftanding and human happi- 
nefs will not be mifconftrued as proceeding from a {pirit of party: 
he acknowledges himfelf an enemy to bigotry, vice, and ecclefi- 
aitical fuperftition ; but, at the fame time, profeffes to be a triend 
to human kind, and to write for no other end than their inftru¢tion 
and improvement. 

In the firft part of this effay Dr. O’K. takes a view of the 
diferent ftages of human underflanding through the courfe of 
moral and praétical philofophy. A gencral idea is given of the 
fate of moral fcience among the greck philofophers, and ainong 


J 


the earlicr chriftian teachers ; and a lit is added of the principai 


~~ 


* * The commons, on the 30th of june, r678, voted the fum of 
72,0001., for folemnizing the funeral of king Charles f. and ere¢ting 
4 monument to his memory. 

* The fine equeftrian ftatue at Charing Crofs, was exeCted with part 
@f thie money, Britif, Chronol," 
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writers on moral philofophy in the latin, englifh, french, and 
german languages. A brief account is hext given of the religi- 
ous, civil, and political intrigues, which have given rife to pre- 
judice, and formed the principal impediment to the progres of 
human underftanding. The manner in which the veil of divi- 
nity has been thrown over the different forms of government that 
have patied through all ages is defcribed; and facts are brought 
forward to prove, that priefts have always been employed as or- 
gans of monarchical obedience. War is confidered by this writer 
as a {trong rampart raifed againft the progrefs of knowledge. 
Politics, or the fcience of government, he conceives to have been, 
for many ages, involved in defigned obfcurity. The firft energetic 
writer on this fubject, in modern times, he obferves, was 
jokn Petit, doctor of theology, who, in 1407, in a manly fpeech 
before the parliament of Paris, afterwards publifhed, afferts the 
rights of man againtt the oppreflion of tyrants. 7 he firft claifical 
dif-efGon on this fubject, he fays, took place in the univer- 
fity at Wurtenburgh in Saxony, while Martin Luther was one of 
it’s profeffors. 

rp. 32- * Enlightened religion,’ proceeds this well-informed 
writer, * and rational principles, made great progrefs in Ger- 
many, until the political book of Nicolaus Macciavelli, an 
old florentine cavalier, was publifhed at Florence in 1515. It 
wasentitled, “ // Principe,” and paffed with uncommon rapidit 
through all the cabinets of Europe. It was univerfally fuppofed, 
that the author wrote it as a fatire on the defpotifm of his times, 
although fovereigns had received it as a balfam againft the pro- 
fane pretenfions of popular rights. This book, which ftifled all 
the feeds of popular liberty in Europe for a long time, gave rife 
to the aay yen contained in the lait political book of Mr. Burke, 
who wrote, I am perfuaded, for the fame fatyrical purpofe, al- 
though his meaning was equally interpreted. 

« About the year 1570, great infurredtions and civil wars broke 
out in France and Holland. Hubertus Lenguet, fon to the then 
governor of Burgundy, fhocked at the cruelties committed on 
thefe occafions by the defpots of France and Spain, publithed a 
book called, Vindicie contra Tyrannos, ** Revenge againit Tyrants.’ 
This libel was publifhed at Dijon, in 1577, without the author’s 
name, and was dedicated to Junius Brutus. Though imperfect 
and uncouth, it made a great buftle all over Europe. It was ree 
printed at Edinburgh, in 1579; at Hanmau, in 15955 again 1B 
1599, without any mention of the place of publication. Thenat 
Frankfort, in 1622. It was tranflated into french, and publithed 
at Paris in 1581. ; 

‘ The next political works that attracted public notice were 
written by abbe Boucher, dottor of the Sorbonne; by William 
Raynald, profeffor of theology, in the englith college at Rheims 
in Champagne ; and by Mariana, author of the hiftory of Spait 

The detail is purfued down to the prefent time; and the ac- 
count is concluded with the following remarks on the prefent 
{tate of politics in Germany and France. ‘ 
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yp. 40. * Profeffors Boehmer, Leufer, and others; continued 
their theory of dogmatical defpotifm in Germany, while the works 
of Moneefquieu, Voltaire, Routleau, and Condilliac were ditfemi- 
nating the light of reafon and pure underftanding in Frapce. 
Profetiors Schmaus, Ackenwall and Michaelis were occupied at 
the univerfity of Gottingen in preparing an antidote for the. doc- 
trine of Bathmer and his flavifh adherents, when Frederick the 
Great, king of Pruffia, and author of the Anti-Machiavel, food 
up in his throne, and declared to the world, that a monarch is 
nothing elfe than ** UN PREMIER SERVITEUR DE L’ETAT,” 
she fr fi fervant of the fate; and that the people who raifed hyn 
from their own rank to chat of ferving them as king, were com- 
petent to deprive him of that employment again, and return him 
into the popular circle from whence he came. Thefe words com- 
ing from the mouth and the pen of a king and a defpot, then fur- 
prifed all European fovereigns ; and now they begin to tecl their 
weight, meafure their dimenfions, and look down with refpe& at 
the people that give them bread. 

. Kine Frederick admitted a full liberty of the prefs in his do- 
minions, and read with pleafure the productions that tended to 
enlighten mankind, and abate religious prejudice. He frequently 
read things publifhed againft himfelf, and teftified his hearty fa- 
tisfaétion at the juftice of the ftrictures, and the truth of the bad 
actions laid to his charge. Emperor Jofeph the Second followed 
his footfteps, but went on fo faft in reforming abufes of all kinds, 
that the knavery of the pees orders, e{pecially of the clergy, 
caufed the greater part of his fubjetts to revole againft him, con- 
demn his popular proceedings, and damn his foul. In thefe com- 
motions, Brabant efpecially took a very impolitic part againft 
Jofeph and his fucceffor ; becaufe the nobles and clergy ufed the 
people as the inftruments of their revenge; but thefe had at laf 
the good luck to get rid at one and the fame time of their nobility, 
clergy, and german rulers. | 

© In France, the induftry and labour of twenty-five millions of 
diligent men, being no more able to keep up the oriental luxury 
ot their king and mee orders, their neceflicous minifter was 
obliged to affemble the delegates of the nation, in order to devife 
{ome means of paying the arrears, and continuing the farce. The 
members prefenting themfelves at this national meeting, with the 
enlightened politics of Rouffeau, Voltaire, Condilliac, Raynal, 
Mably, D’Argenton, La Vicontreé, Briffot, Bailly, and others, in 
their heads, while M. Neckar drew back the curtain of govern- 
ment, and laid before their eyes the naked hydra of defpotifm and 
profligacy, craving for fudden relief. They, as well as all France, 
were Rieck with fuch horror at the hideous fpectacle, that they 
withdrew their fuccour, and let the monfter expire. 

“* Vis confili expers mole ruit fua.’” 

In conclufion, the author gives his reader a glimpfe, but in out 
apprehenfion a very faint and obfcure glimpfe, of the fyftem of the 
celebrated german philofopher Kant. We fhall neither copy, nor 
attempt to abridge, or explain, this philofophical fketch; becaufe, 
to confefé the truth, we do nor clearly underftand it; and, if it be 
neceilary 
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neceffary to add another reafon, becaufe Dr. O’K. promifes to 
communicate to the englif public an account of the writin s of 
this philofopher and his followers, in the * Tranfaétions of the 
Kantian Society of moral, practical, and fpeculative philofoph 
which will {oon commence it’s claffical and elementary debates a 
this metropolis.” S's: 
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Art. xiv. Cafes determined at Nifi. Prius, in the Court of King’s 
Bench, from the Sittings after Eafer Term, 30 George LI1., to the 
Sistings after Michaelmas Term, 35 George 111., both inclufive. By 
Thomas Peake, of Lincoln’s-inn. Royal 8vo. 243 paves. 
Price 7s. 6d. in boards. Brookes. 1795. 


We are happy to fee the proceedings at nif prius publifhed, as 
the profeifion, and the nation in general, by thefe means, become 
acquainted with a variety of facts, that would otherwife be un- 
known, or recorded only in private notes, inacceflible but to a few, 
We fhall mention the determinations in fome of the cafes recorded 
in the volume before us. 

In that of Kennet and another affighee, &c., v. Greenwollers, 
&c., it was decided, that a bankrupt who has not paid rss. in the 
pound, under a fecond commifhon, cannot be a witneds for the 
afignecs under that commiffion. 

From Bartelotv. Hawker, it appears, that a hufband feparated 
from his wife cannot maintain an action for criminal converfas 
tion after the feparation. : 

The king v. Taylor. Sittings in king’s bench after Trinity 
term, 30 Geo. III. july 1. The proceedings, on this occahon, 
are, as we apprehend, highly interefting to many diflenters from 
the eltablifhed church. A witnefs of the name of Smith being 
called, Mingay, the defendant’s counfel, afked him whether he 
believed in Jefus Chrift ? But on Erfkine, for the profgcutor, ob- 
jetting to the queftion, judge Buller over-ruled it, faying it fhould 
not be put. Mingay then demanded of the witnefs, whether he be- 
lieved in the Holy Go/pels of God, on which he had been {worn ? 
He anfwered, he believed them, as far as he could underftand them. 
Mingay objected, but judge Buller faid, ‘ that this was not the 
proper queition, and afked him whether he believed in God, the 
obligation of an oath, and a future ftate of rewards and punifh- 
ments?’ And, on his anfwering in the affirmative, he was ads 
mitted. 

Mee v. Reid. This was an affumpfit on a bill of exchanges 
The plaintiff's cafe being proved, the defendant called a witnefs 
who was a /cofchman, and a member of the kirk; he refufed to 
kifs the book, and infifted on holding up his hand, to which lord 
Kenyon at length acceded. 

Biffet v7 Caldwell. It was here decided, that wearing ap arel 
may be dittrained for rent. Lord Kenyon: ‘ This has long been 
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jet of diftrefs. The fame reafon does not now exift as formerly, 
when averia caruca, &c. could not be taken by the common law, 
becaufe the things diftrained being then taken only as a pledge, it 
was confidered that the perfon loling thofe things was rendered 
incapable of earning money to pay the debt, and unferviceable to 
the commonwealt).’ Lord Mansfield had before been of opinion 
(and the above indeed is no more than the mere di¢d/um of a fingle 
judge) that averia caruca might be diftrained for non-payment of 
a poor rate, ' 

It is to be hoped, that the cafe Pettit v Addington will be a 
Icflon to all juitices. We are forry that the incidental queftion 
fhould have been gotten over by means of a fortunate quibble. 

The following cafe is fo curious, in every point of view, that 
we fliall fubjoin it. 

‘ Monday, dec.6. Ganer vw. Lady Lanefborouch. 

* Debt on judgment. Thedefendant pleaded in abatement that 
fhe was covert of John King, and the plaintiff, by his replica- 
tion, traverfed the plea. The defendant proved her marriage to 
Aing, in anfwer to which the plaintiff proved the marriage of King 
with a former wife, and that fhe was itill living. ‘This evidence 
was objected to as incompetent for the plaintiff to give on this re- 
plication, which only traverfed the marriage of Aimg with the. 
defendant. But lord Kenyon admitted it, faying, it proved there 
Was no marriage at all between the defendant and Azng, he being 
Snable to contraét marriage with her. 

‘ The defendant then offered to prove that Avzg being a jew, 
and his former wife a jewefs, they were divorced at Leghorn, ac- 
cording to the rites and cuftoms of the jews there; and that after 
fuch a divorce it was competent to either party to marry again. 
Fo prove this fhe produced an inftrument under the feal of the 
fynarogue there, whereby they were divorced from each other. 
But lord Kenyon held this to be no evidence, for before he could 
take any notice of any proceedings in a foreign court, he muft 
know the law of the country, which was matter of evidence, and 
fhould be proved by witnefles. ‘The defendant then called Azng’s 
former wiie to prove the divorce. She was objected to as an in- 
competent witnefs, but the objeétion being over-ruled, fhe fwore 
(without producing any inftrument) that fhe was divorced from 
King, before the rabdi, at Leghorn, accérding to the ceremony and 
cultom of the jews there. 

* On this evidence the defendant had a verdict.’ : 

The contefted points feem to be ably and correctedly ftated im 
the volume before us, and we have only to lament, that Mr. P. 
docs not mtend to continue his reports. O-» 





POETRY. THE DRAMA. 
Anr.xv. The Loufiad. Canto V. and lof. By Peter Pindar, Efq. 
gto. 38 pages. Pricezs. 6d. Walker, &c. 1795. 
Most of the readers and admirers of the writings of this illuftrious 
bard are, we dare fav, agreed in thinking, that we have heard enough 
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of this oafy ftoty, and will be glad to find, that the poet annonnées the 
éa/? canto of the Loufiad. From the following bill of fare they wil] 
however perceive, that the fubject is {till pregnant with ente rtdinment.— 
ARGUMENT.—P, 3. 

« The humane Petition of the Princess Rorvat—His M—y’s 
rebukeful Reply, full of Grandeur, and favourable to the Wig intereg 
—The Princess retires—As fublime a Comparifon as ever-entered 
the head of man, as Appison faid of his Angel-fimile in his famous 
and long-forgotten Campaign—The Princess Aucusta pvtitioneth 
with equal feccefs—A moft beautiful Comparifon aifo on the oceafion 
—The Barp again addrefieth the Muse—The Cooks turn rank 
Cowards, as well as their Wives and Daughters, overpowered by the 
Blaze of Majsustry, and a golden Coat—A Bible Simile ~A fentible 
Exclamation of the Port, on the unexpected Cowardice of the Cooks 
—A fine Weft-Indian Comparifon—The Potr pathetically mourneth 
over the gradual decay of Roranty—The impudent and foolith 
Speech of the Mob in regard to Royaury and the Great—The 
Porr’s fhort and judicious reflection on the Speech of the Mop—The 
Coox-Major’s pathetic Speech to the Kince-Mapam Scuwe- 
LENSERG mott fcorntully and angrily replicth to the Co#x-Major’s 
Speech—Another Great Lapy’s Speech, compofed oF lefs acrimony 
than Mapam ScHWELLENBERG s—His M y advifeth the Cooks 
to be quietly fhaved, and promifeth them Wigs gratii—Dame Ava- 
Rice remonftrateth to M—~y on the tolly of the Prefent ot Wigs, 
with ftrong and economical reafons—Damer Avarice abufeth fome 
of the Quality; and applaudeth her M y for the many initances 
of her /aving Powers—His M y becometh a Convert to the Speech 
of Dame Avaricr—The Port’s fine Reflection on Generofity—His 
M——y ordereith the Cooks to be feated for the SHave—The K— 
fperketh Marvels in favour of Majefty—Deep Reflections of the Port 
on AmMeiTIoN, with the various Examples of her Power—The Cooxs 
@ lengih fubmit to be Maved—An American Comparifon on the occa- 
fion, perdaps not pleafing to certain Grear Peorpte!—The Port 

Jdreffeth the Muse on the want of a Bartle, fo neceflary to an Epic 
Porm-—lhe Port, glorying in honour, refufeth to make a Bartle 
where there was none; proclaiming at the fame time his ability, were 
3 Saitle neceflary-——Nis M—y exulteth in his Victory over the Cooks 
—tiis M—~y endcavoureth to prove by afertion the Property of the 
Lovuse—Alfo the Certainty of its being a real Laxfe, by his grat 
acquaintance with Natural Hitory—The K—, in his great juitice, 
fooweth the little Antiwar, by way of convi@ion—The Port exhi- 
biting b:d/ical and clafical Knowledge in an Account of Animals that 
have spoken, in order to reconcile the Reader’s revolting mind to the 

peech of the Lowse—The Lowuss /peechifrib, anc givetha wonderfid 
Hiftory of Hix/elf, his Fami/y, and Mispirtune—Lovust proveth _ 
foperior Antiquity of his Racr to that of Kincs—The K—, 19 
wrath, giveth Lowse the /ic, and endeayoureth his deftru@tion—Zi- 

Puyr, trembling at his danger, faddenly beareth him off to the 
celeitial Region; and, after twice changing his mind, converteth him 
into aStar, difcovered foon after by the Great Doc TOR HersCHELts 
and his Spy-Glafs, which, in compliment to his MajsstY, the 
Moctex baptiacd the Gzorncium Sipus!!!’ From 
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From this medley we fhall fele@& the following defcription of Dame 
Avarice, which we believe we may venture to pronounce original, 
The former f{peaker having faid, 


‘ I'll fhow fome mercy t’ye, ye nafty pigs, 
« For mind, mind, mind, I'll pay for all the wigs :’— 


r.13.—* At thefe laft words, forth crawl’d an ancitntr Damrey 


Sharp-nos’d, half ftarv’d, and Avarice her name ; 
With wrinkled neck, and parchment-like to view, 
That e’en the coarfett kerchief feldom knew; 
With hawk-like eyes that gliften’d o’er her gold, 
And, raptur’d, ev’ry hour her treafure told; 
Who of her fingers form’d a comb fo fair, 

And with a garter filletted her hair; 

Who fiercely {natch’d, with wild devouring eyes, 
An atom of brown fugar from the flies; 

Made a fad candle from a dab of fat, 

And ftole a ftinking fifhhead from a cat; 

Saves of the muftieft bread the crumbs, and fees 
A dinner in the fcrapings of a cheefe : 

Whiffing a ree of pipe, a frequent treat, 

That gives the ftomach fmoke, rthing, for meat:— 
Forth hobbled this old dame, with fhaking head, 
Like, in her crooked form, the letter z-d— 

The palace-watch, and guardian moft fevere 

Of drops of dying and ot dead {mall-beer: 

A dame who hated idle dogs and cats, 

And trembled at a rompus of the rats ; 

Nay, liften’d, jealous of a {cratching moufe, 
Afraid the imp might {wallow the ies houfe : 
The province hers, to fell old palace fhoes, 
Old hats, old coats, and breeches to the jews3 
And drive, with dog-like fury, from the deor, 

The plaintive murmurs of the famith’d poor.’ 


The power of ambition is in the fequel moft fatirically defcribed ; but 
the paflage is too long for infertion. We fhall take our leave of the 
Loufiad, by quoting the concluding lines, which magnificently de- 
{cribe the laft honours of the dere of the tale-—P. 37. 


« Then quick he aim’d, of red-hot anger full, 
His nails of vengeance at the Lovse’s fcull: 
But Zeruyr, anxious for his life, drew near, 
And fudden bore him to a diftant fphere ; 

In triumph rais’d the animal on high, 

Where Berenice’s locks adorn the fky ; 

But now he wifh’d him nobler fame to hare, 
And crawl forever on Bertnpa’s hair: 

Yet to the Louse was greater glory giv’n ; 

To roll a planet on the {plendid heav’n, 

And draw of deep aftronomers the ken ; 

‘The GeorciumM Sipvs of the fons of men!! !” 


Axt. xvq, Elegiac Sonnets and other Poems, By William Afhburne 
ham, Efg. Jun. 4to. gs Pages. Price ss, Cadell and Davies. 
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612 POETRY. 
The fonnet, like the epigram, is confined to one leading thouo! 


‘ 
It is ftill more clofely trammeled, for it obliges itfelf, after the actions 
of the ancient tyrant Procruftes, to make it’s fubjeéts of a certain given 
length. It is furprifing that a fpecies of verfification, which thus arbi- 
trarily fhuts up the poet’s fancy within the narrow inclofure of fourteen 
lines, fhould have been fo commonly admired. At prefent, however 
it is, we obferve, very fafhienable; and almoft Every young writer, 
who feels, or imagines that he feels, the impulfe of genius, makes the 
firft « fhort excurfions’ of his * unfledged mufe’ in a fonnet, 

The prefent adventurer in poefy feems to be particularly fond of this 
kind of verfe: he prefents his reader with a continued ftring of fonnets, 
no lefs than forty-three in number. ‘The uniformity of ftru€ture, -and 
fimilarity of meafure, in thefe verfes are, however, very happily re- 
lieved by the variety of fubjeéis, on which the poet writes; by the 
multiplicity of pleafing images, which he prefents before his reader's 
fancy ; and by the delicate tendernefs of fentiment, and the general 
harmony and elegance of language, which raife thefe pieces above the 
jevel of vulgar rhimes, The fonnets are fo nearly of the fame charatter, 
that one may ferve as a fufficient fpecimen: we felect the follow. 
INGI——P. 39s 

SNOW BY MOONLIGHT. 


* Enchain’d by froft, all defolate, and drear, 
Still Nature fhines in dazzling robe array’d ; 
The moon’s bright beams this difmal profpeét cheer, 
Gleam o’er the heath, and glitter in the glade, 
Long lines of filver radiance mark the vale 
Mantling yon cot, whofe roofs low-rafted fhake 
Beneath their fleecy load ; or o’er the dale, 
Lends a new glory to the fpangled brake. 
Not fo with me, chill’d by the piercing blatt 
Of keen misfortune bitter, fierce, and cold ; 
O’er life’s expanfe my eager eyes J catt, 
No dawn of hope thefe cheerlefs realms unfold ¢ 
A tracklefs wild arrefts my fhudd’ring fight, 
Without a ftar to gild the horrors of the night.’ 


The general praife, to which we think thefe fonnets entitled, mutt 
not prevent qur noticing, here and there, a fuperfluous epithet, as 
¢ dark obfcure ;’ a grammatical inaccuracy, as ‘ the reclufe 

On want and woe his balmy influence fed ;’ 
An inelegant confufion of the paf and prefent tenfe ; as 
No ftormy paffions /w#y his gentle mind, 
Calm and ferene his conftant courfe he vax; 
And a negligent inattention to the melody of the verfe, as 
— Sincerity {miles in thy beauteous face— 
—Gratitude chaunts aloud th’ Almighty’s praife. 
We difcover no fuch ftriking faults in the other poems annexed to 


the fonnets. Thefe are, a diffufe but pleafing imitation of Horace’s - 


Sepiimi Gades aditure; an Ode on Guilt, of which we more admire the 
try than the philofophy; an elegiac paftoral, written 1m fimp 

silad verfe, fuited to the fubjeét; a beautiful ode to the — : 

Melancholy, well adapted to infpire fentiments of generous fympathy j 


a well-written hymn to the Supreme Being, in imitation of = felons 
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Pialm ; and the following piece, full of enchanting moeledy and tene 
derne{s.—P. $9. 
A FAIRY SONG, 
* I Can figh, and I can pray, 
Watch, and weep the hours away, 
Tune fad Philomela’s throat, 
Or in thin air lightly; float ; 
Glimmer in the moon’s wan beam, 
Or through twilight faintly gleam ; 
I can mark the land{cape fade, 
*Mid the poplar’s quiv’ring fhade, 
While at night in dewy ring, 
Many a tender plaint I fing. 
Airy forms unnumber’d wake, 
On the ftream, or on the brake; 
See the floating legions fly, 
Tear for tear, and figh for figh ; 
See the ftreams that mingling flow, 
Balfam to the breaft of woe. 
Hark! O hark!—that dulcet ftrain, 
How it foothes the fenfe of pain! 
Sounds fo fweet, like fhadows gay, 
Quickly rife and quick decay, 
On a lily’s fnow-white breatt, 
Oft I huth my foul to reft ; 
Sadly fing, and fadly play 
Many a joft and melting lay: 
Wake in ev’ry eye I fee, 
Tears of fenfibility ; 
With my fmall, but piercing dart, 
Ope the fluices of the heart. 
Mark the gems in pity’s eye, 
Waft the precious pearls on high ; 
See, they grace the cryftal cave 
wt Wath’d by mild compaffion’s wave. 
as There enwrapt in amber cell, 
Liftening to the curfew-bell, 
Oft I pais the livelong hour, 
Thron’d in fair ambrofial bow’r. 
Dear thefe fcenes fhall ever be! 
Bear to forrow, and to me! 


Notes containing fimilar paffages, or illuftrations, are annexed. 


‘> oeeweooueRC,Cl.® - 


Art. xvii. Sonnets and other Poems, by Samuel Egerton Bryd- 


se ges, Efy. A New Edition. Small 8vo. 113 pages. Price 35 
» the fewed. Whites. 1795. 

mple Tuts elegant little volume being a republication of a work which 
5 of appeared in 1785, before the commencement of our journal, it will 
thy 3 not be expected that we thould enter into a particular examination 
1034 of it’s merit. We cannot, however, bring it before our readers 


i Without exprefling, in general terms, the pleafure which the perufal 
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has afforded us. The pieces are written with very correé and claffi- 
cal.tafte. The author’s mind appears to be well ftored with poetical 
images and fentiments, and he exprefies them with much fimplicity, 
fweemefs, and harmony. In the prefent dearth of good poetry, we 
fhall be excufed if we gratify thofe of our readers, who may not hap- 


pen to be acquainted with thefe poems, by copying the following 
delcriptive Ode. : 
P. 42." TO SPRING. Apri] 14, 1784. 
* Hence, Winter, gloomy pow’r! 
Beneath thine iron rod we groan too Jong ; 
Nor vernal fight, nor fong, 
Hath yet awoke to footh the lagging hour. 
Go, with thy loathed band, — 
Where hills of ice and fnowy mountains rife, 
Whofe ftrength the fun defies : 
There, amid difmal caves and icy thrones, 
Difpenfe thine horrid frowns ; 
While ftorms, and hail, and wind for ever fill the Jand. 
But come, foft Spring! no more delay 
To blefs us with thy genial fway! 
Thy beams have yet but faintly fhone, 
By ftorms and darknefs foon o’erblown ; 
No foft’ring warmth they yet have thed 
To wake the verdure of the mead; 
To ope the primrofe’ wild perfume, 
Or rear to life the vi’lets bloom. 
Then come, fweet nymph, with fixed pace! 
The tyrant fhal] with fearful face 
Behold far off thy fteady beams, 
And hafte away his ragged teams. oe 
O come, thou queen of gay hay eH 
Tho’ late, to blefs our longing fights! 
Flow’rs fhall {pring up Renan thy way, 
And earth, and air, and feas be gay. 
Adown the mountain’s woody fide — 
The tumbling torrent fhall fubfide ; 
And the whiltling wind no more 
Thro’ the caftle’s turrets roar : 
But rills fhajl lulling mufic keep, 
And fpires, and battlements fhall peep 
With glittering hue, amid the fhade, 
While thepherds’ pipes fhall from the glade 
Echo fweet; and virgins gay, 
With frefh-bloom’d cheeks, to hear them play; 
Shall iffue from the caflle’s bounds, 
And dance to thee their merrry rounds. 
On fhadowy greens to thee the fays 
Shall there a moon-light altar raife ; 
And there, by Cynthia’s paly ray, 
Will I to thee my orgies pay !—— 
Wieads thal} {mile ; the frifking flock 
Shall bieat from valley, and from rock; And 
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And oft at fold their tinkling bell 

Shall wake the poet’s penfive fhell ; 

‘To thee by ewilight he fhall fing, 
Sooth’d by the atr foft-murmuring. 

At morn, from furrow’d lands afar, 
Piowmen’s fongs fhall tend thy car; 

And the woodinan’s echoing ftroke, 
That too often hath awoke 

The genius of the deepen’d wood 

From the ftill fhades of his abode, 

But within the fertile vale, 

Daified paftures fhall not fail, 

With flow’rets wild of ev’ry hue, 

To ope their bloffoms to thy view ; 
While tlie fteeple-bells fhall ring, 

And down the wave their echoes fling, 
Which, foften’d by the warbling wind, 
With ecftacies fhall fill the aaah 

In yonder panfied meadow’s bound, 
With hills, and wood enclos’d around, 
My love and I will wildly ftray, 

To pick each flower, that drinks thy ray. 
May her enchanting form no fate, 
Like that unhappy maid’s, await, 
Whom gloomy Dis by force convey’d t 














































To his low region’s difmal fhade ! 

For fhe, fad nymph, had only ftray’d 

To bafk amid thy fragrant blooms, 

And fill her lap with thy perfumes, 

When he, black God! with grim delight, 

Bore the wild maid to endlefs night. 

Ah, no! I never will profane 

With gloomy fears thy joyous reign ; 

But, while this youthful blood fhall fport 

Within my veins, I thee will court ; 

The pleafures of thy train will join, 

And hail thy blooming nymphs divine ; 

To them my tales of love repeat, 

Ana mark, how thy prolific heat 

On their foft cheeks bids bluthes rife, 

And fheds {weet janguor o’er their eyes, c 
If hoary locks my temples fhade, 

Ere in the peaceful grave I’m laid, 

‘Then may | haynt the rural hall, 

Round which the rooks, with clameraus call, 

To thee their early rites begin, 

Far from the peopled city’s din ; 

And wak’d by them, at dawning day, 

Watch how the buds their leaves difplay ; 

And footh’d by them, when Eve thal! come, 

Mark their thiek flocks returning home! 
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Awhile contentious ftrife, and noife, 

And loud complaint, their reft deftroys ; 

But by degrees the tumults clofe, 

The murmurers fink to calm repofe. 

While thus I watch them to their neft, 

Sooth’d by foft fympathy to reft, 

Sweet flumbers o’er mine eyes will creep, 

And in mild dreams my fancy fteep. 
Thus, fpring, with thee I'll | my day, 

Thus foothe my evening hours away ; 

Thus, as I totter on life’s brink, 

To my laft flumbers foftly fink.’ 


fubjoined, 
Roped 


fully inferibed to the New Miffionary Societies. 12m0. 35 pages, 
Price 1s. Button. 1795. 


Tw thefe lines zeal for the propagation of the Gofpel is more ap- 
parent than — genius. ‘The writer celebrates the fortitude and 


piety of tho 


e chriftian miffionaries, who, in defiance of danger, villt 


; favag¢ nations, that they may learn 


The tales of facred ftory, ftrange to them, 
And hard to credit, God incarnated, 

For mortal jinners dying, and with blood 
Paying the debt to his own juftice due. 


Whether thefe myftical doctrines would be more intelligible among 
favages, than 


——— the moral fuafion 
Of thofe vain preaching fophifts, who declaim 
On fine fpun theories of moral fcience, 


, we fhall not inquire. We admire every honeft exertion for the im- 
4 provement of mankind, and rejoice to fee the k S work of civili- 


zation carried forward, whether it be by an or 
by an infidel philofopher. 
The hints fubjoined may deferve the attention of thofe by whom 


odox mifhionary, or 


miflions of this kind are undertaken, and by thofe who are difpofed 
to encourage them. 7 oe 


Art. x1x. Elegy, on the Death of Mr. Thomas Luppen, Son of the late 
Rev. Mr. Tuppen; of Bath: to «which are added, the F ally and Maa- 
nefs of War, and other poetical Pieces. By S. Whitchurch. 40 
20 pages. Price is. Bath, Paddock; London, Mathews. -1795- 


Ir is unfortunate for the tribe of minor poets, that in every {pe- 
cies of poety the public’ has been’ furnifhed with excellent models, 
which immediately occur to the reader’s recolleétion, and furnish 
an ordeal to diftinguith the true fons of genius from petty rhimers 
and poetafters. The very title of elegy recals to the englifh reader 
Gray’s beautiful elegy in a“country church-yard ; and this fu of 
a comparifon,’ which will not terminate much to the advantage fe 
fuch productions as that now before us. The thoughts of the 


poets 
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poems are, it is acknowledged, juft; the theological and moral fen- 
timents liberal ; and the verfification is not deftitute of melody ; but 
in the higher graces of poetry they are very deficient ; and in lan- 
guage, the writer often finks into profaic flatnefs. The following 
lines are a favourable fpecimen. P. 7. 


‘ Lamented Turpen !—though the Mufe may weep, 
And unavailing forrow ftrike the lyre, 

Still thou unconfcious in the grave mutt fleep— 
Thy bofom glows not with poetic fire! 


* Chafte liberty, “* fair daughter of the fl-ies,” 
No more fhall charm thy patriotic breaft ; 

Alike to thee, who conquers, or who dies ; 
The proud oppreffor, or the poor opprett. 


© Though fortune {mil’d not on the orphan youth 
Though neither wealth nor titles deck’d his births 

He lov’d his neighbour—he rever’d the truth, 
And where’s a nobler character on earth?’ D. M. 


Art. xx. Qhe American indian; or, Virtues of Nature. A Play. 
In Three A&s. With Notes. Founded on an Indian Tale. by 
James Bacon. 8vo. 44 pages. Price 2s. Harrifon. 1795. 


Tis play is founded on an indian tale, entitled Ouabj, or The 
Virwues of Nature, written by Mrs. Morton, of Bofton in New- 
England. ‘The tale is as follows. 

Celario, an european, who has left his country in confequence of 
a quarrel in which he killed a young man, Pref. p. ix, ‘ rambling 
in hopelefs exile on the borders of the Miffifippi, 1s alarmed by 2 
piercing fhrick ; and efpies a beauteous captive on her knees, ime 
ploring life of a tall Huron, whofe arm is uplifted to deftroy her. 
He immediately fires at and kills the Huron, thus delivering the 
captive Azakja. She having never, till now, feen an european, nor 
heard the report of a piltol, addreffes her deliverer as a god: he, 
in return for her deliverance, afks the reward of love—~is refufed ; 
but allows -Azakia to conduét him to her home, where he is intro- 
duced to her hufband Ouabi, who promifes to cherifh and defend 
him as a brother. Celario follows Ouabi to the war; and, on being 
wounded in battle, is carried back to the hofpitable refidence of the 
chief, and fubmitted to the care of the beautiful Azakia. 

«« A mutual paffion is enkindled. Celario attempts to perfuade 
Azakia to be faithlefs to her hufband; but the, without difguifing 
her love for the european, nobly rejects his bafe propofal. Abafhed, 
and overwhelmed by the purity of favage virtue, Celario forms a 
refolution of quitting his afyium; but, Ouabi returning, employs 
himfelf, at the folicitation of his faithful Azakia, to foothe the an- 
guilh of his mind, end to divert him from his intention, Having 
secured to his wife the fociety of Celario, Ouabi again goes out to 
battle, and is wounded and taken prifoner by the hurons. ‘Tidings 
being brought of this difaftrous event by a bleeding fugitive, Cela- 
yio haftens to revenge the fuppofed death of the chief. Accompa- 
nied by a band of valiant illipois, he attacks and defeats the enemy ; 
and difcovers Oudbi furrounded by the hurons, who were em- 
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ployed in torturing him; while he, defying his tormenters, was 
fingMi¢ the Death Song. Celario delivers his dutky friend, dreffes 
his wounds, and conduéts him to his dwelling, and to his Azakia. 
Ovabi, overwhelmed with admiration at the valour of Celario, and 

enetrated with gratitude for the deliverance which both his wife 
and himfelf had experienced at his hands, gratifies the pafiion which 
he knew Celario had conceived for Azakia by refigning her to him; 
while he himfelf weds the youthful Zifma,’ 

‘The reader will perceive, from this ftory, that theirtues of na- 
ture, which it exhibits, are not yery confonant with european ideas of 
conjugal fidelity; and will not be furprized, that a play, founded 
on fuch a ftory, was not accepted by the managers of an englifh 
theatre. Other objections would obvioufly appear’ to them on the 
erp of the play. The ftyle of the piece is, throughout, that 

ind of meafured and inflated profe, which will always be offenfive 
to correct tafte int the private perufal, and fill more in the theatrical 
recital, 

The play is embellifhed with a pretty miniature portrait of the 
author. 


Arr. xx. Dialogues of the Gads, originally written in German by 
C. M. Wieland. 1izmo. 181 pages. Price 3s. 6d. in boards, 
Johnion. 1795. 


Wits fo admirable a pattern of dialogue-writing as has been for 
ages held up to the literary world by Lucian, it ts furprizing that 
this fpecies of compofition has in modern times been fo much nep- 
lefted, or fo unfnecefsfully attempted. Int England, our Littletons, 
our Harrifes, and our Hurds have been all too grave, and too ftately, 
for dialogifts. From the tranflation here prefented to the public, 
our countrymen will fee, that they may take good leffons on this 
branch of the art of writing in the german fchoo!. Wieland, the 
original author, though little known in England, is the Lucian of 
Germany. The tranflator fpeaks of him as probably the moft po- 
pular writer living, and mentions that he is at this time reprintmg 
four feveral editions of his colle&ive works, which are fo numerous 
that the quarto fet is to confift of twenty-five volumes*. The prof 
works confit of novels, dialegues, and effays; the poetry is chiefly 
epic, comprehending tales snd metrical romances comic and ferious, 

The principles and fpirit of Wieland ate emphatically charac- 
terized by the tran(fator in his preface. ‘ The notions of this age,” 
fays he, * are moving in religion from fuperftition towards inhde- 
lity; in morals, from satithadien towards libertinifm; and in politics, 
from defpotifm towards democracy. On each walk, Wieland will 
be found to outftride the average progrefs of public opinion ; but to 
ftop fhort of thofe me-plus-ultra men, who would fubftitute atheifm 
to faith, agamy to matrimony, and anarchy to government.’ 

The dialogues here fele&ted belong to the walk of politics. The 
éramatis perfone, as thould have been fully expreffed in the title, 
are gods and dead men. Thefe are introduced as fpedtators of the 
great events now paffing in Europe; and they converfe apon them 
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* See our Review, Vol. XVIII, p. 369. 
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with eafy gaiety, but, at the fame time, with chara¢teriilic propriety, 
and with great comprehenfion and ftrength of thought. Important 
political {peculations are brought before the reader, not with the 
dry and tirefome exattnefs of logical arrangement, but in the loofe 
drefs of pleafant converfation. ‘l‘he author knows perfeétly well 
how to avail himfelf of the advantage which dialogue affords, for 
enlivening the —Y of wifdom with the fportivenefs of fancy, 
for throwing a cheerful air of urbanity over fubjeéts which too often 
create gloomy animofity, and for difcufling queftions with academic 
freedom rather than with dogmatic decifion.—Not having at prefent 
an opportunity of confulting the original, we cannot judge how far 
the author’s ftyle is adapted to his defign; but, if the tran‘lator have 
not done him more than juftice, Wieland poflefies an uncommon com- 
mand of language, and the happy art of conveying, often obliquely, 
much meaning in a few words. 

The dialogues are four in number. Inthe firft, which is entitled, 
the age of retribution, the author makes Jupiter and Juno converfe 
gaily on the great caufe of royalty at this moment depending. 
Jupiter takes the popular fide of the queftion; Juno is the patronefs 
of kings. Juno is angry with her hufband for fuffering his delegates 
to be imperceptibly transformed into ftage-princes and kings of card: 
while Jupiter honeftly confeffes, that he is no longer difpofed to 
fupport the fitions by which mankind in their infancy have been 
impofed upon, and that it would be the height of injultice to treat 
them like children, now they are grown up to manhood. Jupiter, 
in fhort, is grown wifer than he was in the days of Homer, and he 
is willing that mortals fhould grow wifer too. 

A mock folemnity is thrown over this dialogue by the introduétion 
of an oracle, which predicts that the kingdom of Nemefis is at 
hand, to humble the proud, and exalt the oppreffed. 

The fecond, which is the principal dialogue, entitled Panacea, 
brings together, in the prefence of Juno, Semiramis the queen of 
Egypt, Afpafia the miftrefs of Pericles, Livia the wife of Auguftas, 
and the virgin queen Elizabeth, to deliberate upon the great quef- 
tion, What means muit be purfued, to prevent the downfall of the 
exifting monarchies? Semiramis propofes the fuppreflion of al! 
freedom of f{peech and writing, that mankind may be again fettled 
in the contented repofe of ignorance. A({pafia objects to this plan 
as placing a barrier to the progrefs of the human mind. < Rather,’ 
fays fhe, ‘ fhould I hope to fnatch from Hercules his club, than 
from a people which had once learned to reafon, to tear this moft 
formidable of weapons.’ Her advice to monarchs, for the confolida- 
tion of their authority, is, to leave their fubjects at full liberty to 
make ufe of their intelle&t, and even induftrioufly to encourage, in- 
ftead of refraining, the circulation of all forts of knowledge, and 
of every produétion of the haman mind. Livia exhibits the con- 
du& of Auguttus as an inftruttive leflon to kings, and concludes, that 
he only is worthy to govern a ftate, who poffefles the neceflary 
talents, and exerts them for the happinefs of the people. Lailly, 
Elizabeth, profiting by the events which have paffed fince fhe quitted 
her crown, expofes the infufficienty of the remedies for the evils of 


bad government hitherto propofed, and fuggefts another. The 
| wifdom 
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wifdom and feafonablenefs of her difcourfe entitle it to particular 
attention. 

p. 92.—* Certainly, every nation, paternally governed by a wife 
and good prince, will feel itfelf happy under his fceptre- But where 
is the mortal, or the god, who can promife to any nation one, much 
lefs a fucceffion of fuch regents. And, if the reverfe takes place— 
if the monarch, who can and may do any thing, is a tyrant—if he 
gives unwife, unjuit laws, which infringe upon, or violate the rights 
of men—if he himfelf acknowledges no law but his prejudices and 
felfifh pafiions—if he difpofes, arbitrarily, of the property, the 
ftrength, the liberty’ and the lives of his fubjetts—fquanders in 
favouritifm a public income harfhly fqueezed—expofes his land to 
the oppreffion and devaftation of unneceffary and foolith wars—in 
fhort, if he ufes his unlimited authority, as moft defpots have ever 
done, and ever will da—what then remains, upon the plan of the 
queen of Babylon, for his abufed people, but the melancholy choice 
of fuffering what is intolerable, or, if at length in defpair it breaks 
violently the infupportable chain, to expofe itfelf to all the dangers 
and miichiefs of a fudden, planlefs, and perhaps univerfally ruinous 
revolution? If the monarch is a tyrant, I faid—and it will be 
an{wered, that our times produce no Bufirifes or Phalarifes, no Ne- 
roes or Domitians.—But there are many ways of being atyrant. A 
man may be a tyrant under the mafk of a good and pious prince, 
paternally anxious for the quiet and good order of his fubjeéts. 
There are, perhaps, no more Neroes. But has nature broken the 
moulds in which fhe fafhioned a Louis XI. of France; an emperor 
Ferdittand IT. a Philip LH, of Spain? Was not the fourteenth Louis 
called the Great, and the fifteenth the Well-beloved? And do there 
not vegetate, at this moment, fuch fathers of their country, who, 
when their love of juftice and their good-heartednefs is praifed by a 
thoufand tongues, look on with utter indifference, while their fub- 
jects are plundered in their name? Do we not know lands, which 
the liberality of nature, and the induftry of the inhabitants, had 
made examples of the moft flourifhing welfare, which have funken 
under fuch good princes intoa decline, which they would certainly not 
have incurred under a Tiberius? Perhaps there lives not upon earth, 
a fovereign, for whofe ear and heart, the lovely farname of Louis 
X1i. (father of the people) would have no charms, and, yet, I can 
name more than one, who thinks he loves his people with the ten- 
dernefs of a father, and perhaps really lovesthem; whofe government 
is fo managed, that the year may be pretty accurately foretold, mn 
which he will have reduced the greater number of his dear children 
to beggary. Undoubtedly Semiramis pronounced a great truth when 
fhe faid, that the evil, for which we are ftudying a remedy, cannot 
be removed by palliatives. But, what are all thefe illufiens of the 
people, in which fhe, and Livia, feem to place the great arg and 
myttery of reigning; this pleafing doétrine of a paternal and filial 
relationthip, between fovereign and fubjeét; or, thefe treacherous 
arts, to lull.a people into fweet dreams of freedom, while bond after 
bond is coiled about its members; while it is amufed with mumme- 
rics and gilded hopes; while it is even ftudioufly provided with every 
opportunity of fatisfying its childish or luxurious paflions, mm _ 
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that it may feel happy for a moment, when it is imperceptibly mo- 
delling into the victim of an artful demagogue, or a defpotic 
monarch? What are thefe delufions but a fort of fpell, by which 
the evil is, fora fhort time, charmed to fleep, whit it continues 
fecretly fpreading, and muit break outafreth with double fury at the 
leaft external occafion? Even the perpetual attention to the wifhes 
of the people, the careful regard to its'prejudices and humours, and 
(to call it by its true name) the political coquetry, with which | my- 
ielf once wooed the approval and the love of my capricious people, 
and which arofe lefs, perhaps, from the defire of pleafing, which is 
fo naturalto our fex, than from a with to hide what of odious there 
might be in a pretty abfolute way of governing, and from the 
neceflity of ftudving the fecurity of a throne, not very firm, itfelf 
deferves no better name, notwithftanding all the praife | acquired, 
and the fatisfaétion my people derived from it. It may be true of 
times, while as yet but confufed ideas are entertained of the reci- 
procal rights and duties of foverecign and fubject, while the people 
but imperfedtly fufpeé the full compafs of their juit claims, and the 
ruler is difpofed to give to his own every poflible extenfion, in fhort 
of times, in which we and our predeceflors governed, that every 
corrupt people, and, J will add, every ignorant people, and every 
people habituated to centuries of deception, is cheated, and often 
muft be fo, for its own good, es long as this period of childhood, 
of error, and of delufion, endures: yet, at length, the time mutt 
come, when men will no longer choofe to be cheated, will know how 
things are, and whether it be for them the lefler evil, to live in 
civil fociety, or to return to the natural ftate of equality, and under 
what conditions the former is to be preferred. Every thing deceives 
me, or this period is approaching ; and in that cafe I fee but one 
meafure, by which the dreadful evils, threatened to. one portion of 
the human race, can be prevented.’ 

Elizabeth’s plan is, a conftitutional reform, in which the rights of 
cach clafs of citizens may be defined with precifion, and protected 
by adequate regulations againft all arbitrary encroachments. ‘ The 
magical illufions,’ adds this fagacious princefs, p. 105, ‘ with which 
nations have hitherto been deceived, can be managed only in a mift. 
Reafon has, at length, difpelled it. All the focial inftitutions mutt 
now be fubmitted to her revifal. ‘The growth of a civilization more 
diffufive muft be favoured. The fuperfludus laws and fuperannuated 
eftablifhments of barbarous ages muft be carefully removed. They 
cannot long be held up, even by force. Violent means, befide 
their being no lefs unjuft than odious, help mdeed for the moment, 
but in reality accelerate the dreadful cataitrophe they are intended 
to prevent. It is obvious, therefore, that nothing remains but the 
fooner the better to refolve upon doing what ought to have been 
done long ago. A NEW CONSTITUTION to be arbitrated be- 
tween convened deputies of the people and the powers ettablifhed, a 
conttitution founded on nll sce 2 juitice and the nature of cjvil 


fociety, is the infallible, eafy and fingle remedy to remove all the 
curable evils of political community, to reftore the greatett poffible 
harmony between fovereign and fubjeét, and to fettle the welfare of 
ftates upon a folid and isreverfable foundation.’ 


The 











622 EDUCATION. 


The original fentiments feem here to have affsmed, in fome de. 
gree, an englith drefs: but the advice is falutary, and we think, 
with Juno, that there is no good reafon why monarchs fhould hefitate 
to fet about this important work with pleafure, and of their own 
accord. 

The thirdand fourth pieces, entitled the federation, are of a lighter 
texture, and gayer colour, than the preceding. In the former, the 
circumftance of the heavy rain, which fell on the memorable day of 
the french federation, fuggefts a humorous converfation, in which the 
interlocutors are Jupiter Olympius, Jupiter Horkius, Jupiter Pluvius, 
and Saint Louis: in the latter, the fame perfonages, together with 
Numa, Henry iv, and at laft Louis x1v, defcendto 2 cloud, over 
the field of Mars, from which they have a bird’s eye view of the 
grand celebration. ‘The remarks of the parties upon the {cene are 
fhrewd, lively, and in charaéter: and the dialogue, though on an 
incident which paffed four years ago, will intereft the reader. 

‘The tranflator is perfectly well qualified for the tafk he has ander- 
taken. He appears to have entered fully into the conceptions of 
his author, and transfufed his fpirit into the tranflation. He writes 
with correctnefs and energy, but w:th fome peculiarities, which, 
however, are evidently not the effect of negligence, but of a nice 
attention to language, and a defire of improving the englifh tongue. 
Several words of greck origin are introduced, which are very ex- 
preflive, {uch as agamy, autonomy, monocracy, phyfiocrate. The word 
people is ufed in the plural: ¢ the old relation between princes and 
peoples.” This noun of multitude is conne&ed with a fingular pro- 
noun, thus; ‘a people willingly foregoes its claims ;’ in fome inftances, 
however, the common form of expreffion, which is perhaps, after all, 
befi {wited to the analogy of the englifh language, is employed by the 
tranflator: as ‘ detrimental not only to the ftate, but to the people 
themjlves.? We meet with two or three other phrafes of which we 
do not perceive the propriety :—* a favourable weather :’=——* given to 
avboewer afked them ;’—* a folemnity fuch as the fun, /rmce it én- 
lightens the earth, has never feen.’ Thefe trifles, however, cannot 
materially either diminifh or increafe the value of a performance, 
which, both as a work of philofophy and of fancy, is entitled to 
high commendation. ; 

‘This volume will, we hope, meet with fo welcome a reception 
fiom the public, as to encourage the tranilator to execute his purpoie 
of adding a fecond. L. M. 5. 


—— 
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Art. xxii. Thoughts on the Expediency of adopting a Syfem of Natiowal 
Lducatvon, more tmmediaiely fuitca to the Policy of this Country: ewith 
certain bricf Remarks on ibat Cla/s of Free Schools, commonly difiin- 
guybed by the Nawze of Diccefan Schools. By Anthony King, Efq. 
Li.p, Svo. 141 pages. Price 2s. 6d. Dublin, Byrne; London, 
Robinfons. 1795. 


Tut important queftion concerning the utility of a fyftem of 
mational education. is not theoretically difcuiled in this pamphlet. 
Taking 
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Taking the affirmative fide of the queftion for granted, the writer 
inguires into the beft method.of carrying into effect the project of 
national education in the kingdom of Ircland. The original defign 
of diocefan {chools in that kingdom having been fhamefully perverted, 
Dr. K. propofes, that new provincial fchools fhould be ettablifhed on 
a liberal and enlarged plan; fome in the nature of funday fchools; 
others, near large towns, for the free inftru€tion of children of the 
lower clafies, without any diftin@tion as to religious principles. From 
the review here taken of the ciocefan {chools of Ireland, it appears, 
that, through a crimsnal mifapplication of their revenues, fearcely a 
veftige remains of them, fave only their names and falaries. ‘Thete it 
is propofed to convert, by parliamentary authority and aid, into ufeful 
free fchools for inftructing the fons of perfons in the middle ranks of 
life in claffical learning, modern languages, mathematics, and agri- 
culture. Dr. K. goes on to propofe, that the large and extentve 
revenues belonging to fome of the diocefan. {chools fhould be applied, 
to the inftitution of academies, for the education of the fons of people 
of fuperiour rank and fortune in the higher branches of learning. ‘The 
details of the author’s plan being immediately 1:.terefting only to the 
inhabitants of Ireland, we refer our readers for thefe to the pamphlet 
itfelf, which is evidently written by a well informed and intelhgent 
gentleman, who has much at heart the correction of the abufes which 
he points out, and the improvement of his country in particular, in 
which it has hitherto been moft Jamentably deficient. ‘The good fenfe 
and patriotic {pirit of the writer will be feen in the following paflage, 
which we copy from the conclufion of the pamphlet. P. 135. 

« Could I flatter myfelf, without incurring the cenfure of dic- 
tating, or without prefuming to recommend a fixed plan, to which 
no exceptions were likely to be made, that any of the improvements 
or hints fuggefted by the prefent inquiry fhall at a future period of 
time be found of fufficient moment to attract the notice of parliament, 
my moit fanguine expettations would be fully anfwcred: the many 
valuable benefits which are fure to flow to the community by promoting 
and forwarding a general fyftem of national education, mult ever 
operate as a ftimulative to the difinteretted mind; for who would not 
voluntarily engage in fo laudable a purfuit? efpecially when the con- 
fideration of being even a remote initrument in fo arduous an under- 
taking, muft fully compenfate every effort exercifed to accomplith fo 
defirable a fyftem, which if once etie¢ted, the reputation of this country 
would neceflarily be enhanced in the eftimation of ftrangers, wealth 
and commerce, derived from the rich and powerful fources of induftry 
and education, would fertilize the foil where fuch inititutions flourith- 
ed; the children of the poor would henceforward be made ufetu) and 
virtuous members of fociety, men in the middle clafs of-life be enabled 
to give their children a compleat and liberal education, and the fons 
of our nobility be initiated and inftructed in the different branches of 
literature and refinement ; fo that, whether we confider the protettant 
charter fchools, the new provincial fchools, the firit object indifpenfa- 
bly to be attended to, and which fornts a principal and leading feature 
in this plan, or the cther improvements lich i Is humbly hoped will 
be found worthy of confideration, and which more particularly regard 
the management of the feveral diocesan fcheols in this kingdom, Iearn- 
ing and induftry will be-feen to go band in hand, thoufands be taughe 
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to blefs thofe from whofe bounty and liberality fuch pifts have flowed 


to feciety ; the poor and deferted become the adopted children of the 
ftate, from whofe hands, and under whofe direétion, they are taught 
to receive their education and fupport; learning, by the like hat 
expedient, would be brought home to the doors of thofe, whofe dif 
tance from the capital, added to the expenfe, would render it impof- 
fible for them to afford the like advantages to their children; a due 
fubmiflion to government would pervade all ranks of men; nurferies 
would occafionally be eftablifhed, to fupply the fainting arts, and 
drooping manufactures; fociety be repleniihed with a generons fpirit 
of activity and induftry ; and plenty, arifing from population and em- 
ployment, enrich the country that gave birth to thefe inftitutions,’ 


\ 


Art. xxiit. Familiar Remarks on the different Modes of Education, 
By John Lane, a.m. 12mo. 30 pages. Cadell and Davies, 1795. 


Tue defective ftate of inftruction and difcipline in our public and 
private fchools is the fubject of thefe remarks: but the writer does 
not appear to be fufficiently acquainted with fatts, or to poflefs ideas 
on the fubject of education fufficiently enlarged, to fee the evil in it’s 
full extent, or to be well qualified for pointing out the proper reme- 
dies. ‘The piece is a mere echo of the common complaint of parents, 
concerning the expenfivenefs and the irregularities of our public places 
of education, and concerning the frequent incapacity, or negligence, of 
shofe who fuperintend more private feminaries. 


Art. xxiv. The Gramatical Art improved: in which the Errors of 
Grammarians and Lexicographers are expofed; Twelve Tenfes are 
explained, and, for the Exercife of Learners, fuch an Appendix is added, 
as contains an Explanation of many Particulars needful to be known, 
By the Rev. Richard Poftlethwajye, Rector of Newendon, in Effex, 
1zmo. 249 pages. Price 3s. Parfons. 1795. 


Mucu is aflumed in the title of this en¥lifh grammar. If the 
author have expofed the errours of former grammarians and lexico- 
graphers, he has rendered -fervice to letters; if. he have improved the 

rammatical art, he is entitled to high commendation. We mutt, 
aera own, that the corrections of former errours do not appear 
to us either very numerous, or very important; and, as to origin 
improvements, we believe little more of this kind will be found, than 
occurs in the obfervations on the tenfes, towards which the reader § 
attention is particularly drawn in the title, Thefe obfervations are, 
however, ingenious, and, perhaps, explain the theory of tenfes more 
accurately, than they have been before explained by any other writer. 


We carnot copy the whole of Mr. P.’s remarks on this gucflion of 


nniverfal grammar; but our readers may” be enabled to form fome 
notion of his theory from the following table. P. 99. 


©‘ dn ARRANGEMENT of the TENSES. 


1. The definite prefent, I (now) love, or am loving. 
2. The aorifical prefent, ** A friend loveth at all times.” 
3+ Lhe preterimperfe?, 1 was (then) loving. 


*aard 
*ulozuy 
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4. The defnite preterperfed, 1 (then) Jowed, or did love. | 
5. The aoriftical preterperfed?, 1 lowed, or did love. 
6. The prefent perfe@, 1 have (now) loved. ; 


é 
; 

| 
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azajduioD 


7. The preterpluperfea, I had (then) loved, 


if 



























a3ayd 


OE 
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g. The aoriftical future, 1 fall, or will, love. 


wo mous 


10. The future perfe&, 1 feall, or will (then) have loved. 


axaid 


11. The paulo-ante-futurum, I am about to love. 
12. The preteritum-cum- future, I ewas about to Jove.” 


a3a;d 
woouy 


omen, muadiiiiane’ andi spite am amet 


8. The future imperfe@, I Aaill, or will (then) be loving. { 


It may be mentioned as further recommendations of this grammar, 
that the author has digefted the rules of englifh fyntax in a judicious 
method, and has been careful to adapr his examples to the correction 
of fuch errours as commonly occur in converfation or writing. 

Althoug’ we allow, in many refpects, confiderable merit to this per- 
formance, impartiality requires, that we take notice of feveral cir- 
camftances which diminifh it’s value. In the choice and arrangement 
of materials, cifeumftances of the firft importance in elementary works, 
this grammar is very faulty. Rules of orthoepy, or juit elocution, and 
explanations of figures of rhetoric, except fuch as are merely verbal, 
are certainly out of place ina grammar. ‘There is little propriety in 
introducing, at the beginning of a grammar, a long lift of abbreviae 
tions, and dire¢tions for addreffing perfons of rank; and, to Jay down 
rules of pantuation, before the learner is acquainted with the ftruture 
of a fentence, or even with the parts of {peech, is a glaring abfurdity. 
Though Mr. P. acknowledges, that the englifh fyntax ought not to 
be forced under the rules of any foreign language, he has himfelf, in 
feveral inftances, adhered more clofely to the rules of latin grammar 
than fuits the englifh tongue. A diftin¢ét explanation of the fix cafes, 
and a diagram to illuftrate the fignification of the declenfions, are f{upere 
fluous in an englifh grammar. ‘The rules of pronunciation are not 
free from inaccuracy. Not to found the g in ing is a provincial defett, 
and fhould not have been mentioned as a mark of good elocution, 
Z be is certainly not the prefent tenfe of the indicative mood of the 
verb to be. Adverbs are improperly ranged under Ariftotle’s sea. 
categories, which were intended to comprehend all claffes of ideas, 
and confequently all parts of fpeech. Conjeguently and wherefore, 
which always conjoin fentences, are improperly faid to be femetimes 
adverbial. The common rule, ‘ that every relative muft have an 
antecedent exprefied or underitood,’ is fet afide, and it is afferted, that 
when we fay—* In which miftake’—which is related not to an antes 
cedent, but to a fub/equent noun: but it is evident that the which ip 
fuch cafes relates to the whole preceding affertion, which is called a 
mifake: thus; ‘ adjectives are called by fome grammarians nouns; 
which (miftake) has arifen from inattention to the meaning of the 
terms.” 7 

On the fubje&t of figurative fyntax, the author, befide having 
ftrangely confounded rhetorical with grammatical figures, loads the 
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learner’s memory with many hard terms that can be but of little uf : 
fach as epenthefis, the infertion of a letter, as blackemoor; metathesis, 


fhe tranfpofition of*a letter in a word, as cruds for curds. Gn 

j The laft part of this grammar, which treats on profody, is exceed- whe 
ingly deficient in tafte and accuracy. The term empbajis is very Re 
4 improperly ufed for fyHabie accent; the feveral {pecies of englifh wl 
F verfe are referred to the latin clafles of iambie, trochaic, anapzttic, ene 
i and dattylic; and what the author calls poetical examples, inttead of ap} 
being felected, as they fhould have been, from our beft poets, are ‘| 

original lines, totally deftitute of poetical di€tion and harmony; of fib 
which a fingle fpecimen, in each kind, will be abundantly fuffictent te hir 
g yoftity our cenfure. ai 
q P.198. £ IAMBIC. vin 
© Divines fhoild fhin théatric dirs, — wh 

Yét not as lifeléfs ftand ; ar 

For géftures grave good preaching bears, thy 

Bir not thife béats of th’ hand. oo 

i hate that mad and foolifh mide, inf 

of cufhidn-héatérs loud, age 

Whi mildly thow no heav’nly road, ee 

Bit pléafe 4 taring crowd.’ - 

¢ P. 199. * TROCMAIC. it 
. « He that Heav’n woiild fe, ind hére bé really holy. at 
Miit thé Gofpél now bey, nd ftill bé lowly.’ a 

P.200. * ANAPSESTIC, wo 

* Js not Charitas aiming what’s right, ( 

Whén fhé pleads fSr thé blacks with hér might? wa 

Siich & trade is a fhame td oir ftate; sar 

And thé pioiis mot traly it hate,’ at f 


* DACTYLIC. 
* Infinite arms Rill Uphold thé val Goekn ; 
Stilling the winds, dnd thé waves, by théir fway; A 


Théy alfM pit thé réund world int motiGa; , 

Rolling thé yéars, and thé agés away.’ ; 

At the clofe of the grammar, a fet of examples of oe ! 
3s provided for the teacher, ard of exercifes in converting bad englifh I 
into good, for the learner. 4 - E10) 
the author, thongh commonly correct in his language, fometimes not 
falls into inaccuracies. Speaking of the change of the fingular tet- ped 
mination f into the plural wes, he fays; * but this does mot happen, tell, 
ex/y when by this change the found is more agreeable, and the pro- .. ver! 
aunciation more eafy:’ he, doubtlefs, meant to fay; ‘* this happens and 
oniy,’’ &c. In another place, he {peaks of ‘ adding an additional be « 
beauty.’ prit 
Treating on the ufe of capitals, Mr. P., not fatisfied with the ufeful any 

' practice ot diftinguifhing proper names by initial capitals, requires that * let 
every fubitantive, and every adjective ufed for a fubftantive fhould 7 
begin with a capital; and this unmeaning, ahd now exploded me thar 
@f printing, he follows through the volume, Another of this gram- fefy 
gparian¢ Cha 
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marian’s sules concerning capitals we muft notice, as affording a 
{ingular inftance of pious fcrupulofity ; it is, that all names peculiar te 
she Trinity, or words which fignify God, be written wholly in capitals, 
Religious reverence furely degenerates into ridiculous fuperftition, 
when it ufes fuch expedients for magnifying the name of God; and ftill 
more when an expreflion, fo ungrammatical as, the mof highef, is 
applauded as having a peculiar propriety when applied to him who is 
* higher than the higheft.” Is it not enough to apply incomprehen- 
fible characters to the fupreme being, without attempting to honour 
him by writing nonfenfe? But this is not the only occafion, on 
which the author’s religious zeal carries him a little beyond the pro 
vince of the grammarign. Befide an ill placed theological criticifm 
which encumbers the preface, frequent references to points of theology 
are introduced in the examples by which the rules are illuftrated ; and 
thus, by akind of /de-cwvind, the f{cholar is born away from the fchool 
to the church, and while he intends only to learn englifh grammar, is 
inftructed in the dottrines of the trinity, original fin, and the atone 
ment. Were a focinian or a deift thus to introduce his peculiar notions 
into a grammar, how loud would be the outcry againtt fo unfair an 
attempt to prejudice the migds of young people! 

A turther inftance of this writer’s zeal—or, let us be allowed to call 
it by it’s proper name, bigotry—we meet with in the illiberal {neer 
at diflenting minifters, implied in the following note on the applica- 
tion of the epithet rew. to the clergy :—* A diflenting minifter is alfo 
called rev. and a learned Doddrige, or a judicious Watts, is very 
worthy of the title.’ | 

Our general opinion concerning this grammar is, ‘that it is on the 
whole a valuable work, and may be ufefully read and confulted, bug 
that it’s defe¢ts and faults are too numerous, to render it defirable that 
it fhould be brought into general ufe in the room of Lowth’s grammare 
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Art. xxv. Mifellanies: confifting of Poems, Claffical Extra&s, and 
Uriental dpologues. By William Beloe, ¥.s. a. Tranflator of Heroe 
dotus, Aulus Gellius, &c. 3 Volumes, 12mo. 456 p. Price 
1os 6d. fewed. Raivingtons. 1795 


Mr. Betor tells us in his preface, that if he were to be atked the 
motive which induced him to publith the following poems, he could 
not eafily tell; but yt was neither the defire of fame nor any great ex 
pectations of emolument.—Bat if he were prefled on the fubjett, he 
tells us, he would probably fay, that the exercife of writing thefe 
verfes beguiled fume weary hours, ftolen from feverer occupations, 
and indulged fome emotions of the heagt, the memory of which will 
be dear as long as that heart beats—he has, however, he continues, 
Printed poems before, and they were not unfavourably received. * If 
any other, or better apology be required by the reader,’ Mr. B, fays, 
‘ let him depart from this volume in peace, for I have none to give him. 

Thefe poems are more characterized by neatnefs and correttnefs, 
than by fublimity of ripe ae Of neatnefs and correCtnefs they pof- 
fefs a confiderable thare ; the verfes written at the Petrifying Spring at 
Charford in Gloucefterfhire, an@ The poetical Epittle from the ale 
ef Stroud in Gloucefterthire, have conbdealie merit, * The a 
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of Health’ is a pretty little poem; and will, in our opinion, pleafe 
every reader: we leave it as a favourable fpecimen of Mr. B.’s poetical 
talents. Vol. I, P. s1. 
} *¢ O fibi quos oculos, aftus quos, quofque reflexus 

«s Auricomi — quos rifus, quofque rubenti 
y «¢ Obtulit amplexus facie.” Boccacii Eclog. 


¢ One april morn, feclin’d in. bed, 
Juft at the hour when dreams are true; 
yy A fairy form approach’d my head, 

i Smiling beneath her mantle blue. 


** Fie, fie,” the cried, «‘ why fleep fo long, 
7 ** When fhe, the nymph you dearly love, 
| .*© Now roves the vernal flowers among, 
q *¢ And waits for you in yonder grove? 


«© Hark! you may hear her cherub voice, 
ss The voice of Health is fweet and clear; 
«¢ Yes, you may hearthe birds rejoice 

«* In fymphony her arbour near.” 


«I rofe, and haften’d to the grove, 
With eager fteps and anxious mind ; 

I rofe, the elfin’s truth to prove, 

And hop’d the promis’d nymph to find. 


¢ My fairy took me by the hand, 

And cheerfully we ftepp’d along ; 

She ftopp’d but on the new plough’d land, 
To hear the’ ruflet woodlark’s fong. 


¢ We reach’d the prove—I look’d around, 
My fairy was no longer near ; 

But of her voice I knew the found, 

As thus fhe whifper’d in my ear: 


«« The nymph, fair Health, you came to find, 
; e¢ Within thefe precinéts lovés to dwell ; 
* ‘<. Her breath now fills the balmy wind ; 
| * ‘This path will lead you to her cell.” 


¢ I bended to' the primrofe low, 

And afked if Health might there refide : 

s¢ She left me,’”’ faid the flower, ‘* but now, 
** For yonder violet’s purple pride.” 

* I queftion’d next the violet’s queen, 
Where buxom Health was to be found? 
She told me, that fhe late was féen 

With cowflips toying on the ground. 

« Then thrice I kifs’d the cowflips pale, 
And in their dew-drops bath’d my face; 

I told them all my tender tale, 

And begg’d their aid coy Health to traces 


*¢ From us,” exclaim’d a lowl; flower, 
«© The nymph has many a day been gone, 
*« But now the reits within the bower, 


*¢ Where yonder hawthorn blooms alonc.” 


SS ae 
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© Quick to that bower I ran, J flew, 

And yet nonymph I there could find ; 
But frefh the breeze of morning blew, 
And {pring was gay, and Flora kind. 


‘ It I return’d fedate and flow, 

What i: the nymph I could not fee? 
The bluth that paifed along my brow 
Was proof of her divinity. 

* And ftill her votary to prove, 

And ftill hee dulcet fimiles to fhare, 

Yl tread the fields, I'll haunt the grove, 
With untir’d fleps and fondeft care. 


« O fprite beloved ! vouchfafe to give 
A boon, a precious boon to me; 
Within thy influence let me live, 

3 And fometimes, too, thy beauties fee. 


* So fhall the mufe in nobler verfe, 

And ftrength renew’d, exulting fing; 

Thy me thy charms, thy power rehearfe, 
And {weep with bolder hand, the ftring.’ 


The Claffical Extraéts and Oriental Apologues are fenfible and*ene 
tertaining ; the former are taken from authors not of very common 
occurrence, fuch as Athenzus, A‘lian, Petronius Arbiter, Polyznus, 
&c. The Oriental Apologues, Mr. B. informs us, he received from 
Dr. Ruffell, who brought them from Aleppo, Dr. Ruffell diftated 
to Mr. B. from the arabic, and Mr. B. performed the office of a fcribe. 
Great care, he tells us, has been taken to make the verfion tenacioufly 
faithful. As thefe tales, it is believed, never appeared before in any 
european language, Mr. B. hopes, that in giving them to the world 
he has performed no ufelefs or difhoriourable office, 

From the fecond volume we fhould with great pleafure lay before 
the reader, as fpecimens, the Soldier from Petronius Arbiter, and the 
Land of Philofophers, from the Iter Subterraneum of Klimius; aad 
from the third volume the Man and the Genie, all of which poffefs 
great humour, but are too long for infertion here. We muft therefore 
content ourfelves with the following extract from /Blian’s Various Hif 
tory in the fecond volume; and with the Pedant from the Oriental 


Eclogues in the third. 


Vol. I, p.25. ON THE ORIGIN OF COCK FIGHTING» 


¢ After their victories over the perfians, the athenians made a law, that 
on one day in every year, there fhould be an exhibition of a cock fight. 
—I hall explain from what circumftances this cuftom arofe—When 
Themiftocles led an army of his countrymen againft the barbarians, 
he faw two cocks fighting. The fpectacle was not loft upon him ; he 
made his army halt, and thus addreffed them :—Thefe cocks, faid he, 
are not fighting for their country, for their paternal gods, nor do they 
indure this for the monuments of their anceftors, for the fake of glory 
in the caufe of liberty, or for their offspring. ‘The only motive, is, 


that one is determined not to yield to the other.’ 
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The Oriental Eclogues are exceedingly pretty, and we are forry tha¢ 


our limits will not allow us to give more extracts than the follow. 
ing. Vol. If, p. 51. 


* THE PEDANT. 


* There were two brothers of difpofitions and propenfities as oppos 
fite to each other as it is poflible to conceive ; the one priding himtetf on 
his accuracy of language, his arabic erudition, and acquaintance with 
oriental literature ; the other defpifing the pomp of pedantry and the 
affectation of grammarians. One day walking together, they perceived 
an infcription engraved upon a portal ; the curiotity of the learned bro- 
ther immediately direéted him to decypher the fentence, when his anger 
was foon roufed by‘the multiplicity of blunders which appeared to have 
been compreffed within fo fmall a compafs. He faid nothing, but wait 
ing till night, brought with him a ladder and a chifel, with a determi- 
nation of correcting the inaccuracies. “After he had been working at it 
for fome time, the mafter of the houfe hearing a noife, and naturally 
enough fufpecting that thieves were breaking in upon his premifes, feat 
two or three of his feryants, who feized upon the poor fellow, and lugged 
him in ; he was detained till the morning and carried before the judge, 
who afked him what bufinefs he had at that time of night to endea 
vour to enter into the houfe of his accufer? ‘* My lord, faid the cul- 

rit, Lam no thief, I am a fcholar, and offended with the grofs blun- 

ers of an infcription over this man’s porch, was trying to correct 
them.” ‘* Well, faid the judge, fmiling at this incident, this crime to be 
fure is fcarcely deferving of death, you muft be difgraced as an exam- 
ple toothers. He then ordered him to be mounted on an afs and led 
through the ftreets, by a man who was defired to proclaim the offence. 
Unfortunately the man was no grammafiar, and, in proclsiming the 
offence, did not exprefs himfelf with cortectnefs—** Wretch, faid the 

dant, you have uttered an abominable folecifm.” At this moment 

is brother came up; Well my dear friend,’ faid he, how do you find 

ourfelf now! ‘By Heaven, brother, returned he, the grofinefs and 
doiecifen of this fellow’s language is ten times more tormenting to me 
thanall my punifhment.’ 7 


Art. xxvi. Menioirs of Planetes; or a Sketch of the Laws and 
Manne?s of Makar. By Phileleutherus Devonienfis. 8vo. 143 
pages. Pr.3s.6d. Johnfon. 1795. | 


Fiction has often been fuccefsfully employed as the vehicle of 
political: inftruétion. The fpeculations of philofophers are by 
this <ontrivance, as it’ were, enibodied, and rendered, at once, 
more intelligible, and more attractive. The author of thefe me- 
moirs, after the example of former political projectors, exhibits 
his notions of reformation in the amufing form of atale, The 
general maxim on which the tale is grounded is the obfervation 
of Ariftotle, that ‘ all thofe governments which have the commom 
good in view are rightly eftablifhed,-and iftrictly jut; but that 
thofe which have in view only the good of the rulers are all 
founded on wrong principles, and are widely‘diferent from what 
a government ought to be, for they are tyranny over flavess 
whereas a ftate isa community of frec men.’ 


After 








Memoirs of Planetes. 


After fome preliminary matter, rather amufing than inftrudtive, 
the traveller, Pianetes, finds himfelf in the country of Makar; a 
country which, as we conjetture, lies not far from Utopia. -Here 
he is introduced by Othono, a chief of the country, toa vene- 
rable member of the fenate, named Euthus, a man of fingular 
tulents and merit, to wiom the country was indebted for it’s pre- 
fent liberty and happinets, in confequence of his fpirited and fucs 
cefstul exertions tor the extirpation of a long eftablifhed fy tem of 
tyranny. In converfation with this great reformer, Planetes ex- 
piains to him the nature and excellence of the britifh conftitution, 
and receives, in return, his opinion concerning it, together with 
an account of the late revolution in Makar, and the prefent itate 
of it’s government. Euthus, in this narrative, ftates fome argue 
ments, difcuffed at the time of the revolution, on cach fide of the 
quefiion, whether a limited monarchy, ora republic be preferable ; 
relates that the decifion, by a large majority, was in favour of a 
republic ; and reports the feveral articles of the conftitution efta- 
blifhed in the republic of Makar. A romantic pi¢ture of the hap- 
pinefs refulting from this cfablifiment is drawn in the 24th 
chapter, which we fhall copy as a fpecimen of the work. 

p.1t1. * Never was acountry more populous, or fo richly 
cloathed ; not afpot of ground was to be feen uncultivated. The 
firft fifteen miles were almoft one continued garden of olives, vines, 
and corn, interfperfed with innumerable farms and villages. Cone 
tentment {miled upon every face we met, and beggary and poverty 


were unfeen. Good God! exclaimed I, how is all this poffible 2 : 


1 furely am dreaming, and this is paradife. You may well be fur- 
prifed, returned Orhono, this was not fo formerly. My father, 
who died about ten years ago, ufed frequently to tell me, that all 
this country which we have now pafled was, when he was a young 
man, in the poffeffion of five or fix petty {chums*, and its chief 
inhabitants. were, the poor half-itarved families of hard-working 
labourers, and about a dozen rich over-grown farmers. A great 
part of the land lay either defolate or only halt tilled, or was laid 
out into extenfive parks, beautiful indeed to the eye, but ufeful 
only to the few ; it is now, as you fee, divided into thoufands of 
imail freeholds, and fupports millions. As we proceeded, my at- 
tention was arrefted by fome inclofures that J perceived at a little 
dittance from the road, which from feveral fpots of earth newly 
turned up, aad a few upright ftones fcattered here and there, [ 
imagined. to be burying-grounds. True, faid Othono, they are 
the burying-grounds belonging to Euthus town, fo called from my 
worthy friend, where we fhall foon arrive, and the few upright 
€anes that you fee, are the remains of the old fuperftitious prac- 
tice of monuments, which fome people cannot yet forfake, The 
makarians think it unwholefome to bury their dead in towns 
amongtt the living, and therefore carry the bodies to a diftance. 
Your having mentioned fuperitition, Othono, brings to my re- 
membrance a queition heed have fer a long time been defirous of 
aiking you. ‘ton what is the religion that chiefly prevails 


~~ 





¢ * Thefe anfwer to our great lords,’ 
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‘among the makarians? Every kind of religion, Planetes 
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’ bein 
admiiiible, you may readily fuppofe that various opinions are held 


among us. Some men for initance believe in the exiftence of two 

ods, others in that of three gods and a yoddefs, and there are 
a who believe in two gods and a half; but wil thefe opinions 
are in their wane, and the prevalent belief is tha, there exiits only 
one Supreme, whofe nature is totally unknown co men, and from 
whom are fuppofed to be derived the primary laws which dire@ 
and regulate the univerfe. It is believed that prayers, facrifices, 
offerings, and fupplications are of no avail, and that the only 
road to happinefs is, to praétife juflice and benevolence to our 
fellow-creatures. And have you, faid I, no prieits nor bithops? 
No! thank truth! replied Othono, nor creeds, nor collects. The 
makarians are too wife to hamper their intellectual faculties by 
fuch clogs. Why furely you mutt perceive, Planetes, that reli- 
gion, like all other things, has hitherto been perpetually vary- 
ing; and to what caufe can you attribute fuch variation, but to 
fynods, and ftate politics ? where the interference of thefe is an- 
nihilated, religion will foon find its proper ftation. But prietts 
and bifhops are not the only beings whofe political exiftence is 
deftroyed, That arch-enemy of freedom, and friend of ufurpa- 
tion and ariftocracy, the political fchum of evil, Oonnanoo, finding 
no fupport in a government founded onthe rights of man, has 
abdicated his throne for ever. 

‘As the difcourfe now began to grow unpleafant I was not 2 
Uittle rejoiced that Euthus-town appeared in view. It was market 
day when we entered; and if I was pleafed with the cleanlinefs 
and regularity with which every thing was condu@ed, I was quite 
charmed with the honeity and integrity of the people. No one 
demanded either more or lefs for his goods than their juft value, 
nor was a man to be found that would receive two-pence for a 
dozen of yams when they were worth only one penny. Surely, 
faid I, things are not alwaysthus; you muit undoubtedly, Otho- 
no, have fome examples among you of difhonefty and injuftice. 
Difhonetty and sajuilice, Planetes, are looked upon as wonders, 
and I do not fuppofe that there are ten inftances to be found in 
the whole nation of vicieus or depraved perfons. We have pri- 
fons, it is true, but they are empty. Among a people that are 
taught from their infancy to love and pra¢tife truth, where do you 
think difhonefty can reft herfelf? It any man were fo unprinci- 
pled as to commit an act of injuftice, he would meet with a moni- 
tor in evcry perfon he faw; and if he were not altogether dead 
to a fenfe of fhame, he muft either initantly reform or quit the 
eountry*.. Juit heaven! {aid 1, and is human nature ts - 
; ue 
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** “Inthe mean time all neceffity for caufing the punifhment 
of the crime to purfue the criminal, would foon at leat cealcy if 
it ever exifted. The motives to offence would become rare: its 
aggravasions few: and rigour fuperfluous. The principal object 
ef puntthment is, reftraint upon a dangerous member of thecom- 
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fach perfection ? Capable! Planetes, abolifh unjuft and oppref- 
five laws, leave mankind to themfelves and virtue, and the work 
is half done*.’ | 

The reader will eafily perceive, from the preceding extraét, 
that the amiable writer poileffes confiderable talents, and that, in 
fyftem, he is a difciple of Mr. Godwin. L. Ms S. 


Axgt. xxvit. Candid and impartial Stridures on the Performers bes 
longing to Drury-lane, Covent-Garden, and the Haymarket Theatres. 
Dedicated to that great Admirer and Patron of the Stage, his Grace 
the Duke of Leeds. 8vo. 71 pages. Price 1s. 6d. Martin and 
Bain. 1795. 

Mr. Kemece, with all his imperfeétions, is here reprefented as 
¢ firft tragedian of the britifh ftage.’ The face of Mrs. Siddons is 
alfo faid to be finely formed to exprefs grief, rage, defpair, horror, 
and all thofe paffions that are moft generally pourtrayed in our tra- 
gedies.” Her talents, however, are thought to be entirely confined 
within the bounds prefcribed by the tragic mufe, ‘ as fhe has not 
one particle-of humour, or that gaiety and cafe fo effentially ne- 
ceflary in thofe who follow the fteps of Thalia.’ 

The excellencies or defects of our great players, open a fair 
field for animadverfion, but we hold the following criticifin on an 
old fervant of the public to be fomewhat illiberal: * A very ufeful 
piece of theatrical antiquity. 

«© Tt is the ruft we value, not the gold.”. Pope.’ 


Art. xxvitt. A Sequel to the Account of the Proceedings in the 
Univerfity of Cambridge, againft the Authour of a Pamphlet, entitled 
Peace and Union; containing the Application to the Court of King’s 
Bench ; a Review of fimilar Cafes in the Univerfity; and RefleAions 
o2 the Impolicy of Religious Perfecution, and the Importance of Free 
Inquiry. By W. Frend, Citizen of Canterbury, Fellow of 
— College, Cambridge, and M. a. 8vo. 150 pages. Pr. 28.6d. 

obinfons. 1796. 


Soon after the appearance of Mr. Frend’s pamphlet, * Peace 
and Union,’ we noticed and recommended an attentive peru- 
fal of that work [See our Review, vol. xv, p. 321], as it ap- 
peared to us to abound with a variety of ufeful information. e 
little dreamed at that period, that this publication would have 
aroufed the refenrment of the heads of the univerfity, and 
produced a perfecution in a feminary that boafts of it’s liber] 





munity ; and the end of this reftraint would be anfwered, by the 
general infpeAion that is exercifed by the members of a limited 
circle over the condu@t of each other,’’ &c.—Godwin, book vy, 
chap. xxii.’ 

« * © Men are weak at prefent, becaufe they have always been 
told that they are weak, and mutt not be truited with themfelves, 
Take them out of their fhackles; bid them inquire, reafon, and 
judge; and you will foon find them very diferent beings.” —God- 
win, book vii. chap. vith’ 
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fpirit, more efpecially during an age that until of late has affe&ed 
toleration. 

The prefacé is curtous and iateretting : 

* In the prefent ftate of fociety,’ fays the author, © the fate of 
an individual is indeed of very little confeqguence to the public at 
large ; yet lam by no means convinced, that this will always be 
the cafe, and publications like the prefent may tend to the im. 
provement of focial intercourfe, and the deitruciion of thofe prin- 
ciples, by which it is now fo much interrupted. We have feen by 
what mgdes afyitem of alarm and efpionage has been eftablifhed 
in this country ; that, under the pretext of a confpiracy by repub- 
licans, democrates, and levellers, a perfecution has been excited 
againtt the friends of liberty by thofe who, with the word confti. 
tution in their mouths, are daily violating its firft and bett prin- 
ciples: that though feveral inilances may be produced of tumults 
from the latter, and not a fingle overt act of riot and outrage can 
be alleged againft the former, yet the pubtic mind is {carcely 
delivered from its firft delufion.s By gradually laying open the 
arts, by which a nation has been deceived, tranquillity will be 
reftored, and a future generation, from contemplating the effects 
which have always flowed from perfecution, will fee the errour 
of attacking the liberty of feutiment. By combining together a 
variety of tacts, fimple in themfelves, it will perhaps adopt thefe 
principles—that government is made for the benefit of the com- 
munity, not for the private emolument of.a few individuals ; that 
every law fhould derive its authority from the public at large, 
being fanctioned only by the fuffrage of a majority of thofe whom 
it is to bind; that though no other expedient may be found to 
determine the propriety of a meafere than the confent of a ma- 
jority, yet the minority, in fubmitting to its will, is not to be in- 
yured and oppreffed for a difference of fentiment, fhould be at 
jiberty at aM times to produce arguments, and to endeavour, by 
xeafoning, to operate a change in the public mind. 

¢ My education naturally leads me to admire the genius and 
exertions of a Newton; yet highly as I approve of every refearch 
iito the nature and properties of the material world, I hold un- 
limited knowledge in this branch of little confequence to fociety, 
compared to the advantage to be derived from an accurate invef- 
tigation of the powers of the mind, and the duties refulting from 
the various relations of an individual to fociety. The problem 
ef the force of particles of matter acting upon each other at dif- 
ferent diftances may exercife fuperiour talents ; yet to vim? 
pofe is it to know the laws of remote planets, or the action of the 
fun upon our fyiiem, if, while we are interefted in the concerns 
of bodies at a diftance, we are expofed to all the inconvenience, 
which muft ever refult from an ignorance of ourfelves and the 
chief phenomena in the moral world ?” 

Mr. F. then laments that {pirit of perverfion, in confequence 
of which the benevolence that could ftretch out it’s hand to the 
difireffed african, and fay to him, ‘ thou art a man and my bro- 
ther,’ ‘hould negleé the cries of our brethren at home, and view 
with unconcern that fyitem of outrageous violence practifed in the 

) metropolis, 
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thetropolis, which, exercifed on the coafts of Africa, filled every 
heart with horrour and attonifhment. 

He next glances at prieitcraft, and finally recurs to the abufe 
of civil power. Itis maintained, 1. that as an improvement in 
‘the art of government, every law fhould be fubmitted to the 
people at large; 2. that reprefentative government fhould be 
founded on univerfal futtrage 5 3. that laws fhould be temporary, 
in other words for feven, fourteen, or twenty-one years, that the 
inconveniencies arifing from abfurd laws may be difcovered, and 
remedied ; 4. that the parliaments fhould be annual; and, s. that 
a power fhould be left to the diftrit to recal it’s reprefentative, on 
the appearance of incapacity to execute, or intention to abufe his 
truit. 

The work itfelf contains a recapitulation of the principal heads 
of the pamphlet, called ¢ Peace and Union,’ an account of an un- 
fuccefstul application to the court of king’s bench for the re- 
verfal of the judgment pronounced in the vice-chancellor’s court, 
and abftracts of the cafes of Chark, Brown, Browning, Milayn, 
Chadwick, Johnfon, Bambridge, Baret, Baro, Whifton, Duckett, 
and Waller. 

While mentioning the proceedings in the firft criminal court in 
the kingdom, the author expreffes himfelf in the following terms : 

‘ If the decifion of the vice-chancellor and the court of dele- 
gates were not founded upon julftice ; how came it to receive the 
{anction of Weftminfter-hall ? An alarm had been {pread through 
out the nation, and the courts of law, whatever may be their con- 
dué in private actions, in affairs at all connected with the fate, 
have been in general found to receive their clue from the higher 
powers. The chief juftice was unguarded enough to fhew this 
when the natural impetuofity of his temper broke forth, and giv- 
ing rein to his paflions, he forgot himfelf fo far as to call the 

samphlet, which has given rife to this difcuffion, a flagitious libel. 

f his words had been true (and the contrary opinion of impar- 
tial men, eminent both in the civil and the common law, jutftifies 
the affertion, that he was either miftaken, or that the definition of 
a libel is difficult to common honefty), flill his language difgraced 
the feat of juflice. He was not then fitting upon the merits of 
the book, but the conduct of the viceechancellor’s court. He 
was not fuppofed to have read the book ; and it was cowardly in 
him to affault, when every weapon of offence was removed: it 
was injuftice in him to become an accufer in the place, where he 
fat as a judge.—Let the petulant and fiery juftice, however, ufe 
his own terms; let it be in his eftimation a flagitious libel, fince 
it expofes too many flagitious acts, perpetrated without remorfe 
in thefe kingdoms ; fince it expofes, but not futhciently, the fol- 
lies and jargon prevalent in the courts of law ; fince it holds up 
to derifion that fyitem, by which this learned judge attained to 
his prefent fituation ; fince, inftead of the fpecimens of baiderdath 
latin and vulgar englifh fpouted from the bench, which afford 
continual amufcment to the younger ftudents of the law, it calls 
out ‘for elegance of language, propriety of expreffion, convincing 


eloquence, happy allufions,’ and to jum up the whole in a few 
: ) words, 
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words, it expected, in the higher departments of the law, to find 
both at the bar and the table, the gentleman and the {cholar, 
But was it becoming in the judge to call the book a flagitious 
libel? Did he not know to what a perfecution the author mighe 
in confequence of this expreffion have been expofed ?>—Doomed 
to hear it once mangled by a profeffor in the univerfity, might 
not his ears have been tortured by the vile declAmation of an at- 
torney-general ? What probability of favour had he from the 
court, if this attorney fhould, in confequence of this judge’s ex- 

retons, think fit to arraign him? The judge had already deter- 
mined the book to be a libel; but between him and the author is 
an enghfh jury, and twelve honeft and independent men are not, 
as we have feen,.to be daunted by the long-winded harangues of 
a court lawyer.’ 

In a fhort hiitory of himfelf, the author does not feem in the 
Jeait afhamed to appertain to that clafs defignated under the title 
of the ** fwinifh multitude.” 


Art. xxrx. Military Reflections on the Aitack and Defence of the 
City of London ; proved by the Author to have been the moft vulner- 
able Part of Confequence in the whole Ifand, in the Situation it was 
deft in the Year 1794. To which is added, RefleHions on the Lofs of 
Plymouth or Harwich, and on the greater Safety of Port{mouth— 
Defultory Invaftons in various Parts.—Diftridt where three thoufand 
Men may land, etcupy and maintain for a confiderable Time againft 
the whole Force of Britain. —That celebrated Officer, General Lloyd's 
Abilities and Syfiem ufed in the Defence of the Capital, and his generat 
Syfiem en Defence of Rivers, applied to the Thames.—Treatife on 
Fioating Batteries and Gallies.—Treatife on Riflemen, Sharp-fhooters, 
Fagers and Chaffeurs; the Utility of them in all Countries, and the 
particular Wane of them in this Country and the Britifob Army.—Re- 
marks on Landguard and Tilbury Forts, and other Fortifications.— 
RefeAions on the Dearncfs of Bread.—Propofals how the laborious 
and induftrious Poor might be fupplied with Bread at a moderate 
Price in Times of Pe Pi EES hw Application of bis Mayjefly’s 
gcnerous Donation of one poxnd and a half of Bread per De to the 
Soldier, and how it ought to be applied.— Including gencral Remarks 
wn the whole Ifland. By Lieut. Col. George batts Mof re- 
SpeBfully addreffed to the Right Hox. Thomas Skinner, Lord Mayor 
ef London, Svo. 118 pages. Price 3s. Debrett. 1795. 


Tur title page will afford an adequate idea of the fubjects treats 
ed of in this pamphlet. The enthufiafm of the french foldiery, 
the enterprize of the officers, and the peculiar fituation of our 
capital, are the faéts on which lieutenant-colonel H. founds 
his prefent fears. He himfelf knows, that the duke de Biron, then 
duke de Lauzune, was pitched upon by the french court, during 
the laft war, to invade England, and he has heard, that the duke 
de Choifeul long before meditated a fimilar attack ; indeed in both 
of thefe sn tie Sas his opinien is ftrengthened by the pofitive 
affertions of one of the moft celebrated * warriors of the prefent 


— | 





* General Dumouriez. Sce vol. 1. p. 2013, and 446, of his 
Lite, jul publithed. 
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age, who was to have been employed in the enterprizes The 
following was the opinion of marfhal Saxe, on this fubje&: ¢ if 
you intend to invade England, land a body of men as near to the: 
capital as you can, and march direétly to London; if you fuce 
ceed, you ruin the englifh, any thing elfe will be but of little ufe.® 

After cenfuring the pofition at Brighton as ¢ falfe and unmili- 
tary,” and afferting, that the 4000 men at Warley, in 1794, were! 
| inadequate to the object, the author proceeds as follows: 

‘ When the french and fpanifh fleets lay off Plymouth, it cans 
not be denied but they might have landed in the weft; and, in my 
humble opinion, when lord Howe, lait war, went to the relief of 
Gibraltar, the french might, at that particular period, have land- 
ed any where they chofe. I hope, my lord, I may rifk an opinion 
why they did not attempt an invafion at that time; their military 
force was nothing equal to what it now is; they had not more 
than 250,000 men to guard their extenfive frontier, garrifon their 
Weft India poffeilions, and afliit the Americans with a military force 
againit us. At that time, my lord, they had only an army, but 


now they are an armed nation; at that time, my lord, they were’ 


not in pofleffion of Brabant, and what is more doubly deitrudtive to 
us, they were not in the pofé/fon of Holland, by which, my lord, 


to ufe a military expreflion, they bad. effectually turned the left flank: 
of Britains How doubly fufpicious ought we now to be when® 


our military pofition is fo much altered, and our whole eafern coaft 
open to their depredations, which it never was by many degrees fo 
much, before this unfortunate period. There are particular timce 
when our grand fleet, however formidable, are abfolutely ufclefs 
and unable to proteé& us from invafion; [| fhall quote a few in- 
ftances: Firft, when they are many hundred miles at fea weft of 
the land’s end; next, my lord, be pleafed to obferve, that when 
they are either at Plymouth or Spithead, and the wind blows 
ftrong at eaft, they cannot come up channel to the relief of the 
capital, or any other place that lay eaft from them, Next, my 
lord, be pleafed to confider that the fame wind which keeps 
our fleets trom coming up channel, is favourable for the french to 
invade us ; and when that very wind changes, it will carry them 
home long before it can bring our fleet, or ve part of it, from 
Plymouth, or even Spithead. Again, be pleated to obferve m 
farther remarks, that our grand fleet never can dare to approac 
a lee there; and, what is more to our difadvantage, they can de 
little or nothing among fand banks and fhoals, of which there are 
abundance off many parts of our coafts, and moft particularly in, 
and at the approach to, the river Thames; therefore it is my 
@pinion, that if the enemy ever come with a fuperior flotilla, 
they may effect a landing in fpite of our fleet. It has been a ge- 
neral received opinion, that as long as our fleets are fuperior at 
fea, we never can be invaded. In my opinion, my lord, this 
is the moft extravagant and the swildett idea that ever enteyed the 
mind of man ; it originated in folly, and has been nurfed in the 
lap of national infolence, prefuming too much on our fuperiority 
at fea. No one-glories more in the wooden walls of old England 
than I do; on them depend our wealth, commerce, poffeflions, 
and sonfequence as a great nation; but they, I am forry to fay, 
can 


; ee 


ee ee eee ee 












a ne 


Reem = ete 
vl we 


~~ 
tn. 
a 


o> Spey vals SS 


Sens 


cme 
Peciormes Tina of cor earn hy 








ee Sa 





638 POLITICS. 


can have but little to doin an invafidn, except in the deep waters 
of the weft of England, and much lefs now than they ever had, 
as the french are in poffeflion both of Holland and Brabant, by 
which our fituation, as a nation, is totally altered.’ 

In anfwer to the queftion, where can the enemy land? The 
colonel replies ‘ any where, when our fleet is at fea, nay, even in 
{pite of our grand fleet, except in the deeper waters of the weftern 
fhores.’ If they wifhed to effect a coup de main againft the capital, 
the french might land, according to this ftatement, * in the es, 
between Katt Tilbury and Mucking,’ within afew hours march of 
London, which, it is his opinion, they could fack, and return to 
their fhipping, previoufly to what he terms the * apportation’ of 
an army from Suffex to it’s relief. 

‘There are fome good military hints in this publication, borrow- 
ed, asthe author ingenuoutly confefles, from the works of the late 
general Lloyd. We lament the perverfion of what is here im- 
properly termed ‘the king’s generous donation to the foldiers ;’ 
thatthis addition became neceflary to that clafs of men, and that 
the relief was well timed, we do not mean to conteft, but the 
truth is, like their daily bread, it is the * generous donation’ of 
the people, through the hands of the executive power, although 
mere military men are generally ignorant enough to miftake the 
agcnt for the benefactor. 


Art. xxx. Opprefion! !! The Appeal of Captain Perry, (late Editer 
vf the Argus) to the People ef England; containing a Fuftifieation of 
is Principles and Condu&, which have rendered him obnoxious to mi 
nifterial Tyranny; with a few Remarks on the People of France, to 
refute the bafe Calumnies of thofe interefied in this. ruinous Crufade 
againf? the Liberty and Happinefs of Man. To which is added, a 
Developement of fome of the Myfteries of the Spy Trade, proving the dee 
teflable Iniguity of the Praéice, and the Neceffity of its immediate 

Abolition. S8vo. 16 pages. Price 4d. Lee, 1795. 

Caprain P, here makes an appeal to the publick, from a thorough: 
eonviction of the principle, that, ‘.when one of the members of the com- 
munity labours under opprefiion, the whole community {fuffers.’ 

He complains of a long confinement, oppreffion on the part of the 
law officers of the crown, and the lofs of a valuable property. Ona 
reward being advertifed in the gazette for his apprehenfion, he removed 
to France, where ‘ he was fhut up in houfes of arreftation for fourteen 
months;’ he however does not blame that nation for it’s proceedings 
againft him; on the contrary, he obferves ‘ that if the flame, the 
terrible flame which has raged with fo much violence has confumed 
much, it hasnot failed to purify that which it has left behind.” 

This pamphlet is dated trom the ¢ felon fide of Newgate,’ and it is 
with forrow we learn, that the author is deftitute of the means of re- 
verfing his outlawry, for as he here very pointedly and feelingly re- 
marks, ‘ nothing but money can move the king’s bench, or aoy other 
court of law.’ o 
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Ir is the author’s intention in thefe ‘ chapters,’ to refute the fo- 
phifms fo zealoufly propagated by the open and concealed advocates 
for royalty againft the democratical form of government adopted in 
France. 


He begins by lamenting the abufe of words, and afferts with great. 
juftice, that nothing is fo neceflary for the caufe of truth and liberty, 


as correct definitions. Confidering tyranny as a delufion, tolerated by 
the people from mere ignorance, he acknowledges, that, in great itates, 
itis able to ftrengthen itfelf even after the errour has been difcovered on 
the part of the nation, but in {mall ones, fuch as the ancient republics 
of Greece, the difcovery of the fraud, the overthrow of a corrupt 

vernment, and the punifhment of the guilty magiftrates, might all be 
effected in the pon of a fingleday. Jn order to attain this in any 
itate, the beft way is to affix to every word it’s proper acceptation, 

After confidering royalifm and Robc/pierrifm as two extremes that 
touch each other, a; the Scylla and Charybdis, between which every 
wife government ought to fteer, he proceeds to anticipate the effects of 
a counter-revolution. In the firft place, an univerfal change of pro- 
perty muft take place, and in the next there would be two ¢ profcribers’ 
in every village, the ci-devant lord of the manor, and the prieft. ‘The 
nation fo much difgufted during the laft eighteen months with the 
reign of {pies and intormess, and the frequent gratification of private 
revenge under the mafk of juftiee, would be plunged anew into all 
thefe calamitics. Denunciations would be carried to the caftle, in the 
fame manner as they were heretofore preferred to the fection, and 
would iffue from the pulpit with equal facility, as from the sribune of 
a club. 

« God only knows,’ adds he, * if certificates of bafenefs and of 
fuperftition would be obtained at lefs expenfe, than thofe of civifm 
under the revolutionary committees, and if the tyranny of priefts would 
pay more refpect to talents, than the tyranny of Collot d’Herbois and 
Robefpierre. -Rendered uninhabitable to thinking beings, this une 
happy land would be forced to devour the few that remain. Obliged 
to wear by turns arofary ora red bonnet, to adore Jefus or Marat, to 
cringe to a great lord or a c/ubbi?, the human {pecies would exhibit, 
within a fhort period, all the poflible degrees of degradation and mifery 
to which it.could be reduced; and the torch of liberty, which already 
fhines in the eyes of Kurope, would be extinguifhed for ever amidit 
tears and blood,’ 

By way of reply to thofe whe urge the degeneracy of manners 
againft a republican fyftem of government, he obferves, that this very 
degeneracy was engendered by the fervility infeparable from monarchy, 
and that the new order of things has already been productive of the 
beit poflible effects. : ; 

As a proof that liberty is good for fomething, he inftances, 1ft. the 
courage with which it has in{pired the foldiers and generals, who have 
been enabled every where to conquer the adherents of tyranny ;— 

2d. Theinftitution of juries ;— _ ; 

3d. The publicity given to all national operations ;— 

And 4th. The actual equality that has taken place, in confequence 
ef which their fellow-citizens dictate laws, and fign treaties, ong 
them, 
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then with the temporary prefident of the convention, who is the firk 
man in the immenfe and powerful republic, return’ into the crowd 
and are no more noticed in the theatres and publick walks, than other 
individuals, 
What is the reafon, it is afked, that free ftates produce the greateft 
men? Becaufe in them the a and faculties of nature are alone per- 
mitted to be developed. he ancient republics exhibited a Phocion, 
a ‘lhemiftocles, a Cato, and a Cicero; and France has alfo poffeffed 
a Vergniaux, a Roland, a Ducos, and a Fonfrede. Brutus, he fays, 
fucked in a hatred to tyranny with his mother’s mil, and yet french- 


men, born while royalty was triumphant, have rivalled him ‘in the love’ 


of liberty. 

In anfwer to thofe who obje& that France is too populous and ex- 
tenfive for a democracy, the author obferves, that the utmoft regard has 
been paid to thefe confiderations, in the political conftitution, by the 
introduction of the reprefentative fyftem, in confequence of which feven 
eo and fifty delegates are chofen by twenty-five millions of inha- 

itants. : 

« Why therefore do they talk continually about the ancieht repub- 
lics, and object to us the fall extent of their territory ? However 
narrow this might have been, their population was more embarrafling 
than our’s, becaufe there were always more deliberating citizens with 
them than with us. In fhort, what conneétion is there between the 
democracy of thofe republics, and that government which we with to 
obtain? ' 

« The new contftitution has a my labours, which will now 


rove ufelefs in many refpects, becaufe courageons minds, difengaging © 


themfelves fuddenly from the gloomy darknefs of extravagant fyftems, 
have dared to fee and proclaim fo many political truths. None but the 
enemies of liberty can any longer be the enemies of the republican 
conftitution. 

* What now has a royalift, under whatever banner he may arrange 
himfelf, to allege ? What can he regret in the lofs of royalty, if it benot 
m’s abufes ? . 

« Since this republican conftitution is eftablithed on the true bafis 
of juftice and equality, roya/ifm will become a defpicable puerility, a 
ridiculous weaknefs, a depravity ; or in other words, it will be confi- 
dered as the hatred of liberty ; a fentiment that infpires horrour, and 
to which it is impoffible to litten.’ 


Art. xxx. L’An Mille fept cent quatre-vingt-quinze, S ce The Year, 


one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-frve; or Conjefures as to the 
Sequel of the French Revolution. By the Count de Montgaillard. 


8vo. 257 pages. Price zs. 6d. Printed at Stainburg, and ima 
ported by De Boffe. 1795. 


Mr. de Montgaillard, whofe works we have before noticed, [fee . 


our Rev. vols. xix, and xx,] lays claim in his preface to the gift 
of prophecy, having afferted in%eptember 1794, that the french would 
crofs the Rhine, and that Holland would be affiliated to the new fe- 


public. According to him, Europe. is in it’s dotage, and democratic. 


principles, inftead of being repreffed, have found their way into the 
cabinets of kings, where they have met with difciples, 1f we be a 
belie 
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believe this author, a great revolution is about to take place in the 
north, far more dreadful than that achieved by the conquefts of the 
romans, the inundations of the barbarians, or the devattations of the 
normans, as all thefe left to the conquered either their gods, their 
laws, or their properties, whereas the convention will not only rob, 
but infpire them with a tafte for atheifm, and the hatred of order, Of 
courfe it is his opinion, that no treaty ought to be entered into with 
* affaffins,’ and * regicides,’ but that religion, royalty, and the laws, 
fhould be re-eftablifhed in France. 

He acknowledges that there were fome virtuous men in the cone 
vention, but thefe it feems were all roya/ifts/ Here follows his defcrip. 
tion of the leading republicans. 

© Talliex exercifed the moft barbarous defpotifm in the commune of 
Paris, and the moft ferocious robbery in the city of Bourdeaux ; he 
maffacred feven prifoners with his own hand, among whom was a 
prieft nearly eighty years of age, belonging to the diocefe of Lucon, 
during the day of the third, and the night between the third and fourth 
of feptember 1792. ‘The witneffes to this affaffination are ftill alive; 
1 learned the fact from two perfons of credit who beheld Tallien clad 
in rags, felling with a c/ub fuch of the prifoners as the people con- 
demned to death ; they heard him tell the populace ** not to pardon 
one fingle prieft or noble,” obferving at the fame time to the murder- 
ers who furrounded him, ** that they had been interrogated in fecret, 
that none of them were innocent, and that the commune of Paris pof- 
fefled the moft inconteftable evidence, that they had formed a plot to 
burn the fuburbs, St. Antoine, St. Jacques, and St. Marceau, and to 
cut the throats of all the inhabitants above fifteen years of age.”” This 
charge has undoubtedly fome colouring of truth, for it has been re- 
peatedly urged againft Tallien, and he has never hitherto chofen either 
to deny, o* torefute it.’ In addition to this, he is accufed of having 
* affaflinated’ eighteen perfons at Bourdeaux ; it is faid alfo that he 
carried feventeen hundred thoufund /fvres in money from that city, 
which he had received as a ranfom for the lives of the rich merchants ; 
that he has fince efpoufed madame Fontenai, formerly mademoitelle 
Gabarrus, one of his agents in this tranfa¢tidn, who * adorned with 
the crown diamonds, fuperbly dretled a-da-grecgue, and furrounded by 
an unbounded difplay of luxury, daily infults modefty, the public 
mifery, and the virtuous mediocrity of her hufband,’ It is to the 
© lewdnefs’ of this member we are aflured, that the republic isin a 
great meafure indebted for the revolution of the zinth of thermidor. 

André Dumont is here faid to have been guilty of exactions in the 
departments of Somme, Pas-de-Calais, Seine and Oife, andthe north, 
of which it is impoffible to copvey even an idea. He is afferted to be 
the moft ignorant and venal deputy in the whole cons ention; he indeed 
{pilt but little blood in ~ fens but he caufed more than three thou- 
fand five hundred perfons to be arsefted. Among other great crimes 
laid to his charge, is that of having ordered all the faints bones, re- 
lics, and holy mummeries in the communes of St. Vallery, Mon- 
treuil, and Boalogne, to be thrown to the dogs! 

The * incerruptible’ Freron is faid to have fhared the fum of two 
hundred and feventeen thoufand livres in money, taken from an 
ariftocrat of Toulon, with Robefpierre’s brother, 
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It is afferted that Legendre, formerly a butcher in Paris, and now 
a reprefentative of the people, was one of the friends and advifers of 
Marat ; that he has been * one of the moit bloody jacobins,’ the author 
of many of the atrocities committed after the 2d of feptember, and 
the abettor of Robefpicrre on the 31{t of may, and the firlt and fecond 
of june, 1793. 

Bourdon de l’Oife is reprefented as not yielding in point of wirtues 
to Legendre and Tallien. He propofed the murdering of the feventy 
deputies belonging to the party of the Gironde, to which Robe- 
{pierre would not confent, until he had prepared the people for it. He 
was one of the afiiftants of Marat, and is made to fay that a cipher 
ought to have been added to the 400,000 heads demanded by that 
execrable wretch. 

« Cambon, in themonth of december 1793, exclaimed, ** I will 
take it upon me to guillotine all thofe whofe names are inferted in the 
great book, and | undertake to pay off the debt of the republic, but 
you muft not recede in the profecution of grand principles. ‘The {quare 
of the revolution is the mint of the republic. You ought to coin 
there myht and day, it you wifh me to produce any great re/ult.” Cam- 
bon is one of the bafett villains which the revolution has produced in 
France; but equally timid and fanguinary, he never quits the nati- 
onal treafury ; he was always the treafurer of Robefpierre and the jae 
cobins.’ 

The count wants language to depi& the character of the abbé Sieyes, 
whom he wifhes to defcribe as the greateft ruffian that ever exifted. He 
however is unable to accufe him of murder, peculation, or robbery. 
What then are his crimes ?—His metaphyficks! his theories about li- 
berty, a ftate ot fociety, anda ftate of nature! But by way of ftill 
further increafing our hatred againft the abbe, he is here afferted to be 
the author of the ¢ declaration of the mghts of man!’ 

It is impoflible to perufe fuch an exaggerated account without in- 
dignation; we fhall therefore take ourleave of Mr. de M., who 
frankly tells the fovereigns of Europe, that their own fafety depends on 
the reftoration of Lewis XVIII; © and that, if they do not dethrone 
the convention, they themfelves muft expect to be dethroned.’ 


Art. xxxitr. Des Affafinats ct des Vols Politiques, ec. Of poe 
litical Affaginations and Robberies, or Profcriptions and Confifcations, 
By William ‘Thomas Raynal. 8vo. 94 pages. Paris. 1795» 
Te author of this pamphlet begins by lamenting that things 

are not called by their proper names. To flay and {poil an ani- 

malot a different ipecics is never termed affafination and theft, but 
acceility, inftin¢t, the right of nature, and fometimes thefe are 
even confidered as an art: * fuch at leaftis the language of our 
humane grammarians.” According to him, the economy of the 
univerfe is fo contrived, that all beings are deftined to become 
afiaflins and affaflinated, robbers and robbed in their turn, and life 
tu this world is only ¢ a fucceffion, a genealogy of murders, and 
rapines,’ and in dhort, ¢as all cannot live and pofiefs at the fame 
time, it is neceflary that each fhould find his life in the death of 
another, and his property in his ruin.’ He 








Raynal’s Political Affaffinations and Robberies. 642 


He then prefents us with an abridged hiftory of crimes. We 
are told, he fays, from the beit authority, that Cain was the firft 
affafin, but the name of the firft robber has not been handed down 
to us: according to him, it was the firft robuit and hungry mor. 
tal, who happened to meet a child or an old man carrying a bunch 
of fruit. Since that period, thefe pradices haye been brought to 
the utmofl degree of perfection, and are here clafled under the 
four following heads, viz. heroical,jpolitical, theological, and juris 
dical affaffinations and robberies. 

The firft crimes that defolated fociety were inconteftably the 
heroical, fuch as war; thofe affailinations termed battles and vic- 
tories, and thofe robberies which have pafféd under the name of 
conquefts. Thefe, however, are here fuppofed to have contribu- 
ted to the civilization of focieties, as it was they that probably 
gave chiefs, and afterwards kings and matters to nations ; 

© Le premier qui fut roi, fut un foldat heurcux.’ 

After civilization follows the epoch of political crimes. Next 
comes the prieithood, and in it’s train appears the theological crimes. 
At length the infinite evils occafioned by the heroical crimes of 
foreign wars, the political crimes of civil wars, and the theologi- 
cal crimes of the priefthood, pointed out the neceflity of laws. 
Hence f{prung magiftrates; but thefe, dreaming of nothing but 
the extenfion and perpetuation of their own power, introduced 
the juridical crimes, and often precipitated the people into a foreign 
war, by way of * occupying their attention, and diminifhing their 
{trength.’ 

The author now enters into the hiftory of profcriptions, and 
confifcations ; he denies Sylla the honour of inventing them, but 
allows that he carried the infernal art to a wonderful degree of 
refinement, and was the firft who publifhed a lift of the condemned, 
and invited every man to become their murderer. He alfo afferts, 
that the moderns have never yet equalled the ancients, in either 
their profcriptions or confifcations, and that the romans were 1m 
finitely greater adepts in thefe than the grecks. ' 

After obferving, that the dictatorfhip of Robefpierre approaches 
pretty near to thofe of Sylla and Marius, and that the late pro 
ceedings in France wear an air of antiquity, he inquires into the 
utility of profcriptions and confifcations, and challenges any one 
to produce a fingle well authenticated inftance, by which it ap- 
pears, that a great confifcation or vaft profcription reflored peace 
and happinefs te any ftate. 

‘ Culpable, or at leaft blind mortals! you afhx to your pro- 
fcriptions the name of policy, and to your confifcations that of 
economy ; you are no better acquainted with the human heart 
than with hifforyv. Thofe enemies whom you proicribe were 
not irreconcileable ones ; their defeat had humbled, and your 
moderation would have intirely fubjugated them. What do you 
gain then by profcribing them? ‘You render them implacable. 
Your injuftice multiplies your foes ; it augments their force with 
their hatred, while moderation wov'ld have given you additional 
ftrength, and new friends. It was not your enemy, but his enmity 


you ought to have deitroyed, you have therefere made a very 
Zia crust 





a 


Be eer gett 





aasor: Pia em mene 


& 


1 





ea ange : 
Se eee 


SE ll ee Sr 
Cee eee a ee 
we pee ine a a ~ 


* 


ERR Net enian — Sind aed 


ee 













pea 





644 POLITIC Se 


erne! miftake! Inftead of furrounding yourfelves with victims, 
and dead bodies, inftead of beholding your fellow-citizens fleeing 
at your appearance, you ought to have attacked them by gratitude 
ahd fenfibility ; you might have employed the fole empire which 
liberty is pleafed to preferve, and yet you prefer that tyranny 
which the moft abje& flaves would fhudder at fupporting! I telk 
you Ofice more, you have committed the moft fatal miftake in re- 
fpe& to others, and yourfelves ; you are at infinite trouble to ate 
traét dangers ; you perpetrate great crimes to excite a full greater 
vengeance. Unfortunates! what a pity it is you are unacquaint- 
ed even with your own interefts !” 

Thus far humanity mutt applaud the fentiments and reafoning ; 
nay, even they who think, that the exiled nobles of France in 
fome degree deferve their fate, cannot refrain, in a. moment of ge- 
nervous enthufiafm, from wifhing with the author, that they may 
be recalled and forgiven. But it muft excite the horrour of every 
good man, after fo much declamation againk 4eroical, politicai, 
theological, and juridical affaffinations, to behold him calling out 
for the indifcriminate profcription of all the * jacobins,’ aa re- 
joicing that a number of their leaders had already perifhed, whil- 
the reft were obliged to wander about like thieves and fugitives ! 

We cannot perfuade ourfelves to believe, that the abbe Raynal 
could either commit fuch grofs inconfiftency, or be capable of 
jofinuating fuch atrecieous injuttice. 


Art. xxxiv. Les Tntéréts del Angleterre fur la Maniere dont fe ter- 
minera la Revolution de la France, ‘Sc.—The spat ai of England 
relative to the Manner in which the French Revolution will ter- 


minate. Addreffed to the Euglifo Parliament. 8vo. 22 pages. 
Price 1s. Debrett. 1795. 


Some interefted emigrant here endeavours to ring the tocfn of 
wat, and alarm us into a continuation of hoftilities. The boon he 
offers is not any part of the peffeffions of France, but all, or at 
Jeaft a large fhare, of the dutch fettlements in the Eaft and Weft- 
Indies : thus we are to be indemnified for the lofs of blood and trea- 
fare, out of the wealth of thofe heretofore termed our natural allies, 
while Holland is to be annihilated as an independent ftate, and, 
_ along with Belgium, incorporated mto a monarchy, in favour ‘ of 
one of the branches of the houfe of Auftria !’ 

We are gravely told, that our national debt has become a branch 
of our riches, but that notwithitanding this, our fyftem of finance 


ftands in need of a long peace, and to enfure fo defirable an object 
we ought to continue the war. 


Art. xxxv. Relation de M. Dechaumereix, Officier de la Marint, 
€f¢.— Narrative of Mr. Dechaumereix, an Officer of the Marine, whe 
efcaped from the Mafacres of Aurai and Vannes ; to which are added 
fome Obferwations relative to the Public Spirit in Britanny. 8V0- 
49 pages. Price 1s. 6d. De Boffe. 1795. 


Mz. Decuaumenrex complains much of the perfidy and cruelty 
of the republican govesnment, but it is evident from his ews en 
uv 
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tive, that the commifioners for trying the prifoners taken in arms 
againft their native country had recourfe to humane expedients, 
to fave the lives of many of them, and he himfelf is indebted fo; 
his prefent exiftence to a fi¢tien too palpable to impofe en any court 
of juttice. | 

Mr. Sombreuil died like a hero. On receiving a bandage, to 
cever his eyes, and thus conceal part of the horrour of the dreadful 
icene, he exclaimed: ‘ No; I love to look my enemies in the face !” 
When the foldiers prefented their firelocks, he cried out, ‘ Aima 
little more to the right, elfe you will mifs me!’ 

Let it at the fame time be mentioned to the honour of ‘a repub- 
lican foldier,’ to whom Mr. d’ Entrechaux had prefented his purfe, in 
expectation of being executed, that, on hearing of his efcape, he 
repaired to Vannes, and returned him the whole of his property. 


Art. xxxv1. 4 Letter to the High Sheriff of the County of Lin- 
coln, refpeBing the Bills of Lord Grenville and Mr. Pitt, for altering 
the Criminal Law of England, refpe&ing Treafon and Sedition. In- 
tluding a Copy of the Author’s Petition to the honourable Houfe of Com- 
mons, 4g by Mr. Fox, on Wednefday, the 25th of November, 
1 795- y John Cartwright, Efg. 8vo. 34 pages. Price 1s, 
Johnfon. 1795. 

In major Cartwrighi’s petition to the houfe of commons, he ex- 
prefies his abhorrence to the two bills then depending there, and re- 
capitulates feveral claufes of a petition prefented on the fixth of may, 
1793, and now entered on their journals, refpeting ‘ the extent of 
private parliamentary patronage,’ it being then offered to be proved 
at their bar, that “* eighty-four individuals do, by their own imme- 
diate authority, fend one hundred and fifty-feven of your honourable 
members to parliament.” ‘ Monarchy and ariftocracy,’ adds he, 
“indeed, hold their refpeétive places, undiminifhed in fplendour; 
and apparently poffeffing their conftitutional fhares in the govern- 
ment: but when your petitioner looks for democracy, when he 
feeks the awfully majeftic reprefentative body of this great nation, 
emphatically ftyled, the COMMONS OF GREAT BRITAIN IN PAR¢ 
LIAMENT ASSEMBLED, prefumed to emanate from, and to be 
identified with the great al of the people,—touched by theirevery 
grievance, and fympathizing in all their natural and honourable 
feelings, does he find a reprefentative body to exit? Do not the 
journals of your honourable hovfe, on the contrary, inform him 
that a decided majority of your honourable houfe are returned, ‘* nat 
by the colleed voice of thofe whom they appear to reprefent,” but under 
the private patronage, or by the immediate authority of one bum 
dred and fifty-four individuals ?” i 

In his letter to the fheriff of Lincoln, the author expatiates on 
the public grievances, quotes Mr. Young as formerly calling for 
refiftance to “ that variety of combination, which our principles of 
plunder and defpotifm is every where at work to enflave,” .and as 
terming the englifh conftitution “ worthlefs; fince in a fingle cen- 
tury, it has involved the nation in a debt of fo vafta magnitude, 
that every blefling, which might — have been re 
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put to the ftake ; fo that if the nation do not make fome change in 
its conftitution, it is much to be dreaded, that the conftitution wil] 
yuin the nation*.” 

« After declaring and publithing all this, we behold the very fame 
writer, in the courfe of a few months, bring forth his Example of 
France, a Warning to Britain, in which we find him, not the mere 
apologift, but the direct panegyrift of “ an unequal reprefentation, 
rotten boroughs, long parliaments, extravagant courts, felfifh miniflers, 
and corrupt majorities,’ as * intimately interwoven with our pra&ical 
freedom ||; and now we accordingly find him the boldeft of all ad- 
vocates for the prefent holy war; the boldeft of all champions m the 
caufe of minifters; and the bittereft of all enemies to reform and re- 
formers. But, fir, the point to which | fhall more particularly call 
your attention, is his attack upon that branch of our government, in 
the purity and independence of which, on any influence but their 
own, the pec p e can alone find fecurity for their liberties. He tells 
us, fir, “ thay it is mere theory to fuppofe that the houfe of com- 
mons pyrports to be the reprefentatives of the people, if by repre- 
Fentation is meant choice+;” that ‘ the profperity and happinefs 
we have enjoved for a century, and never fo great as at prefent, 
is Owing precifely to the houfe of commons not fpeaking the will of 
the people} ;” and farther, that “ the houfe of commons was not 
created by the people, but by the crown; never did reprefent ‘the 
people in any period of our hiftery ; and is not refponfible to the 
people § ?”? Good God! And when we fee fuch doétrines maiu- 
tained by the fecretary of a pyblic board, can the drift of our rulers 
be miftaken ! | 

« Combine, fir, this language, 1ft, with that decay of popular 
election which in effeét has fold the whole people of England into 
the hands of the one hundred and fifty-four, as completely as the people 
of Egypt were once fold into the hand of Pharaoh; 2dly, with the 
calamities and feverities heaped upon the advocates for a reforman 
the reprefenticion; 3dly, with the words of the attorney gencral 
(words pronounced in my hearing, and to which I pray you to at- 
tend) when he iays, ** if the king fhould confent to ad with any repre- 
fentation otherwife than it is now conftituted, be ought to die; and I tru 
gn God Le would die; and 4thly, and laftly, combine this language, 
and a great deal more to be found in the fame book, with the bills 
of lord Grenville and Mr. Pitt, for fettering our very thoughts, for 
{mothering within our labouring bofoms the fenfe of our wrongs, 
and for rendering it criminal to complain; and furely, fir, no par- 
tiality for any human being can be fo blind, no prejudice can be fo 
ftrong, nor any delufion fo fafcinating, as to perfuade englifhmen 
that thefe men are not attempting to eftablifh arbitrary power on the 
ruin of our liberties! To the friends of the minifter I can fay, that 
TY alfo was once his friend ; and jhat he then was the obje& of my 
greateft reverence ; of my highelt hope. Nor did he ever give me 





« * Young’s Travels, 1ft edit. p. §23, 540, 548, 551, 555- 
« || Example of France, a Warning to Britain, p. 171. 
« + Ibid. p. 89. « t Ibid. p. 94. « § Ibid. p. 200.” 
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the fmalleft caufe of perfonal offence. I am now his enemy ; for he 
is become, in my eftimation, the enemy of his country and of 
human kind.’ 


Arr. xxxvit. A Remonftrance in favour of Britifh Liberty. Ads 
dreffed to the Right Hon. W. Pitt, firft Lord of the Treafury, &c. 
By a Country Gentleman. 8vo. 36 pages. Price 1s. Symonds. 
1795. 

THis € country gentleman’ confiders the bill of rights as a 
snain pillar of the conititution, and obferves, that to remove this 
pillar, is to commence the demolition of the building. ‘¢ To 
enfure and confirm the provifions contained in the bill of rights,’ 
continues he, ‘ our anceltors invited a foreign prince to invade 
thefe realms, and placed him on the throne which their retiftance 
had rendered vacant. They dcemed the advantages it fecured, 
cenfiderable enough to run the rif{que of a civil war; and to fub- 
ject their pofterity to the evils of a difputed fucceffion. Their 
defcendants have hever arraigned the wifdom of their conduct. 
They have been far from condemning a tranfaction from whence 
they have derived unfpeakable benefits. 

* The moft celebrated, and the moft important claufe in the 
bill of rights, is that whici enfures to the fubje¢t the right of 
petitioning, and of courfe that of affembling. Under this claufe, 
the people were virtually a conftituent part of the legiflature ; 
they were in a fituation very like that of the citizens of tree Rome, 
where a law was not in force for more than a year, till it had re- 
ceived the fanction of the people at their comitia. A law, inthis 
country, in which the people did not acquiefce, was not re- 
garded as permanent. The romans could abrogate a law by their 
votes, our petitions and remonftrances never failed to induce the 
Icgiflature to repeal a law we difliked. The wife ancients gave an 
exprefs fanction totheir laws, we a tacitone to our’s. Wherever 
it fo happened that a minifter was bent on meafures which expofed 
the country to danger, and involved it in expence, we had our 
remedy. As the injury refpected the people, they were the firft 
to feel it; they affembled to deliberate upon their grievances ; 
they ftated them in petitions ; their prayers, if fometimes reluc- 
tanily liftened to, were ever ultimately, though often tardily, 
complied with. The refult was a change of meafures, and ordi- 
narily a change of men. Under this order of things we have 
rifen to be a great, a flourifhing and happy people.’ 

The author next proceeds to lament our pretent fituation: ¢ fo 
great a revolution as thefe new laws will introduce into our fy ftem, 
has not obtained fince the conqueit, People, commoners, peers, 
minifters, the monarch experience a change. Of the people little 
need be faid. They are thrown out of the circulation. Agrand 
vein is ftopped. ‘They are left with fome of the functions of life, 
but there wants that which is to fupply the vigour neceflary to aif- 
charge them. They are well nigh fevered from the a 
Henceforward it will be mockery to talk of meetings. ill thg 

people fufpend their occupations or their pleafures, to exhibit 5@ 
the world the badges of their flavery, to make knowa their fub- 
“as 4 jection 
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jection to the controul of minifterial tribunes, of men under no 
other reftraints than what bathaws and inquifitors acknowledge ? 
"Thus fettered and manacled, will men meet to confider their griev- 
ances ? It were to hold a difputation at Salamanca, a theological 
difcuffion before the minifters of the holy office. We may doubt- 
icfs mect to panegyrize adminiftration, and to make them an offer 
of our liberties, after the example of our modern Capua, and the 
tribunes will not interrupt us. Bes meet we to remonitrate againft 
their meafures, behold the juftice! behold the conftable! behold 
Wewgate! behold the hulks! behold Botany Bay! Truly we 
fhall then, as a pious divine (the bifhop of Rochefter) has obferved, 
have nothing to do with the laws, but to obey them.’ The 
author thinks it unfair to afcribe * bad defigns’ to the focicties, 
and afks ¢ whether an hundred thoufand people can unite together 
to propagate a falfehood ?’ 0. 


Arr. xxxviil. Exifing Circumftances; or the Order of the Day exe 
emplified, in two Inflances of political Inconjiftency, with regard to 
the Roman Catholics and Nonjurors of Great Britain. To which 
are added, Comments and Obfervations upon the recent Outfet of @ 
War Minifter at Quiberon Bay and Ifle de Dieu. Addreffed to the 
moft unprejudiced Nobleman in Great Britain. By Chriftopher 
Plainfenfe, Author of ** Better late than never,’? &c. 8vo. 
42 pages. Price rs. Johnfon. 1795. 


‘Tue late unfortunate expedition to Quiberon is here compared toa 
© moufe’s nibbling at a lion’s mane,’ and it is afked, whether a well 
turned fyllogifm from the minifter at war will be a fufficient re- 
compence for the wafte of fo much blood and treafure. The 
fytem of admitting french roman catholics, and excluding bri- 
tifh roman catholics from the fervice, is feverely cenfured, 
while the teft act is confidered as ‘a government wicket,’ which is 
* left a-jar’ upon occation. After the capture of the arms, ftores, 
and provifion lately landed in France, the inhabitants of Brett 
are faid to have fupplhed the britifh prifoners with bread of a better 
quality than ufual, exclaiming at the fame time: * monfieur 


W——m and montieur P—t very good men! fend you very good 
bread |” 


Art. xxxix. Some Remarks on the apparent Circumfances of the War 
in the fourth Week of Ofober, 1795. Bvo. 68 pa. Pr. as. Ode 
Walter. 1796. 

Arter obferving, that the people of France have been ina ftate 

of infurrection ever fince the month of july, 178y, and in a 

jiate of foreign war from april, 1792, the author, with affected 

liberality, proceeds as follows: * it would be here unmanly not 
to fpeak of their military fuccefs in the terms which are due to it. 

Much of that fuccefs may in truth be attributed to the overbear- 

ing force of numbers; but much was the refult alfo of their own 

talents, activity, and perfeverance. They have fhewn to the 
world that an undifciplined multitude, brought into the field partly 
through an enthufiafm of the popular mind, but more by the in- 

Sucace and urgency of famine, force, and terror, may learn 

under 





Some Remarks on the apparent Circumflances of the War. 64% 


under felf-taught generals, to defeat the bef difciplined armies, 
headed by their fovereigns in perfon, and conduéted by officers of 
the firft abilities and experience. JI enter not into other caufes of 
their fuccefs; they would lead me into details to which higory 
will render juftice. ‘The confequences are that Europe has been 
overrun, The torrent of conquett and defolation is {till rufhin 
forwards ; and thofe who direct the war profefs not to fufpend 
their efforts, till they fhall have dictated a pacification, which, 
(according to their decree patled a few days ago) is to unite to 
their empire, either in pofleflion or independence, a great exten- 
fion of territory, new barriers, many frontier places of ilrength, 
a large fea coait, and feveral fea ports.’ 

He next makes a comparative cilimate of the refpedtive loffes 
of Great Britain and France, and carefully fums up the number 
of fhips of the line and frigates taken by us, but wholly omits the 
balance againft us in refpeét to the capture of merchantmen, 
although a lift has been long fince publithed. 

He next infinuates, that our treaties, fubfidies, and continental 
alliances have been of wonderful fervice, and that thefe, added 
to*the brave, though unfuccefsful exertions of our armies on 
the continent,’ have prevented an invafion. 

That the fpecies of France, ‘ which, in 1785, was eftimated at 
eighty millions fterling,’ is nearly ‘ gone from the country,’ we 
have no manner of doubt ; but it remainsto be proved, ¢ that the 
fyftem of affignats’ was founded * in defperation and iniquity ;’ for 
it was furely good policy to carry on the moft extenfive war ever 
fupported by any one power, without difgufting the people by 
burdenfome taxes, and there could be but little injuftice in imitating 
the conduct of England, and indeed of all ftates ancient and mo- 
dern, by confifcating the property of thofe who had born arms 
againfttheircountry. It is equally unfair to endeavour to inflame, 
deceive, and excite horrour, by the mention of £ infidelity and 
atheifm ;’ as it is well known, that thefe do¢trines were cherifhed 
under the old government, and throve wonderfully in the rank 
foil of a defpotic court. We readily tranfcribe the following fen- 
timents, and only wonder how they fhould find a place here, as 
they affuredly contain a fevere rebuke on many of the crowned 
heads of Europe. 

‘ | will hope, however, that if the feafon of peace fhould re- 
turn, the misfortunes, which have been fuffered by many, and 
the peril incurred by all, may produce a general foftening of cha- 
rater, and revifion in men’s minds of their focial fituation and 
duties.— Governments will have learnt not to precipitate themfelves 
into embarrafjments by fpeculative wars ; fovereigns and princes awvill 
not forget, that fleadinefs, moderation, and public wconomy, are the 
bef fupports of the eminence on which they fiand; nobles and men of 
property will refleét, that their large allotment of worldly advan- 
tages is for the aid and benefit of the whole ; and the labouring 
elaffes (for fuch there muft be while men are men) will feel, that 
fober induftry, proteéted by eltablifhed government, is feldom 
without the benefits of competence and fecurity.’ 

Itis fuggefted, thar the treaties lately entered into between France 
and other ftates are infidious and infecure; that the fcarcity at 
, prefent 
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prefent complained of, is but little, if at all occafioned by the 
war, and oaght rather to be attributed to the frequent recurrence 
ot bad ieafons throughout Europe, during the laf eight years, 

This is, in every fenfe of the word, a party pamphlet. It is faid 
to be the produétion of a nobleman who lately held a diftinguithed 
public fituation on the continent, and, if it be fo, it affords a 
wonderful ipecimen of diplomatic candour. 


Art. xv. Thoughts on the Englifh Government. Addreffed to the 
guiet good Senfi of the People of England: in a Series of Letters. Let. 
zer the Fr ft. On the natroual Ch racer of Englifamen ; the Nature 
of the Enxglifh Government 3 the Corruptions caufea in both, by the In- 
troduétion of French Principles ; the E feds produced by the Reforma. 
tion and the Revolution upon political Principles ; the Condu& of the 
Whig Party; the Character of the modern Democrats. 8vo. 80 pa. 
Pr. zs.- Owen. 1795. 


THis ietter, which has excited much attention, feems, from 
the concluding paragraph, to be addreffed to fome perfon of im- 
portance; it was intended to form part of a preface to ‘ a work now 
in hand,’ and ‘ if the prefent fheets be approved, they will be fol- 
lowed by more.’ Good fenfe, we are here told, is the characteriftic 
of englifhmen: this we have heard before, but it is the firft time 
we ever knew their Jove of ‘ quiet’ fo warmly panegyrifed. Mo- 
defty, an unaffuming pride, generofity, a jealoufy of power, rather 
than an ambition to partake of it: thefe are the praifes with which 
the englifh reader, * who thinks more of his c’ai/, than his political 
liberty,’ is bribed in the outfet to fwaliow certain doétrines refpedct- 
ing ‘ the nature of our gowernment, which is now fafhionably called 
the couftitution.” The following flight of loyalty is a novelty, even in 
the prefent day, and muft aftonith thofe who have not read Filmer. 
rp. 8. * But above all things, an englifhman loves quzet.—Give as 
peace in our time, is the language of his prayers, and the filent with 
of his heart. How many virtues does this fingle difpofition oblige 
him to practife ! it is from hence that he is patient and forbearing 
towards his governors; not captious and wilful, but feeking the 
faireft couftruction of what they do; afertbing to them the fame 
honefty of intention which he fecls in his own mind. And, fhould 
his jealoufy once be excited, he will bear and forbear for a time, 
ftill hoping that things may mend. He knows the value of what he 
poficties better than lightly or haftily to with for a change, and he 
dreads every change may be for the worfe. What ftorms and con- 
vulfions have been efcaped by the prevalence of this love for Peace 
and Quiet! But the more immediate confequence of it is this, that 
it’s kindred quality Goop sense has thus an interval left, to inter- 
= it’s proteéting influence, and confider of fuch remedies as may 

eem fuited to the nature of the exilting evil. ‘The englifh govern- 
ment is an organ of public union and aétivity, which is adapted to 
the humour and mode of thinking of thofe who were witneffes to the 
formation of it, and who live under it. It appears to me, we may 
difcern in the whole compofition of it, the refult of that conititution 
of mind which I have juit afcribed to our countrymen. Unambi- 

mous, 





Reeves’s Thoughts on the Engli/h Government. 


tious, and preferring the quiet and peace, which enables them to 
purfue their own affairs, to the power and fplendour of managing 
thofle of the public, the englith yield a willing obedience to @ govern- 
ment not of their own chufmg: it is an hereditary king, who bears all 
the burthen of government, who is endued with all the power he- 
Ceflary to carry it on, and who enjoys all the honour and preemi- 
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nence neceflary to give fplendour to fo high a ftation. It is the 


king’s peace, under which we enjoy the freedom of our perfons, and 
the fecurity of our property: he mates and he executes the laws, 
which contain the rules by which that peace is kept; and for this 
purpote, all officers, civil and military, derive their authority from 
him. Still further to ftrengthen this all-powerful fway, two quali- 
ties are added that feem to bring this royal fovereignty, as far ag 
morta! inititutions can be, ftill nearer to the government of heaven. 
Firft, this power is to have perpetual continuance—sLe king never 
dies :—Secondly, fuch unbounded power thal] be prefumed to be ex- 
ercifed with as emjnent goodnefs; and it i: accordingly held that— 
the king can do no wrong ;—meaning that his perion is fo facred that 
wrong ‘hall never be imputed to him.’ 

After obferving, that with the exception of ‘ the two adjunés, 
‘ parliaments, and juries,’ which ‘ are fubfidiary and occafonal,’ the 
government, and the adminiltration of it, may be faid < to reft 
wholly and folely on the king, and thofe appointed by him,’ the 
author proceeds as follows: ‘ The fubje& fecis this, and acknow- 
ledges with thankfulnefs a fuperintending fovereiguty, which alone 
is congenial with the fentiments and temper of englifhmen. in fine, 
the government of England is a mouarchy 3 the monarch is the antient 
ftock from which have fprumg thofe goodly branches of the legifla- 
ture, the lords and commons, that at the fame time give ornament 
to the tree, and afford fhelter to thofe who feek protection under it, 
But thefe are {till only branches, and derive their origin and their 
nutriment from their common parent; they may be lopped off, and 
the tree is a tree ftill; thorn indeed of its honours, but not, like 
them, caft into the fire. The kingly government may go on, in alf 
its functions, without lords or commons; it has heretofore done fo 
for years together, and in our time it does fo during every recefs of 
parliament ; bat without the king,’/és parliament is no more. The 
king, therefore, alone it is who neceflarily fubfifts, without change 
or diminution; and from sim alone we unceafingly derive the pro- 
tection of law and government. Such are the principles and cone 
ftitution of the englifh government delivered down to us from our 
anceftors, fuch they can be demonftrated to be from the inconteftible 
evidence of hiftory and records ; and fuch it is wifhed they fhould 
Continue by nine tenths of the nation.’ 

The ‘ reformation,’ fo far at leaftas the opinions and difcipline of 
Geneva conttitute a part of it, is confidered as an innovation, and 
on this occafion all frenchmen, ‘ from Ca/vin down to Condorcet, from 
Bezato Briffot, are condemned in the lump. We were at firft ata 
lofs to know the reafon of the bitternefs difplayed againft the church 
of Scotland, but we foon difcovered it to be, 1. Becaufe Calvin 


* came into power on noautherity but that of the people, and — 
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form his church government upon no other than popular principles; 


aud, 2. the ‘ french reformers’ undertook to fearch into the title of the 
civil magiftrate, and ‘ examined by what authority and upon what 
truft he exercifed his power,’ notions that are to be found ‘ in the 
writings of Ca/vin and Beza, and in thofe of Buchanan, John Knox, 
Cartwright, and others of the geneva difcipline, who chofe to make 
this ifland the theatre for acting {ome of their tragedies.’ 

As to what kas been ‘ vulgarly called the revolution,” it is cong- 
dered as 2 farce, and hinted to be little better than a fuccefsful rebel- 
dion, the mention of which is {uppofed to be difagreeable to the king. 
The term ‘ conftitution’ has nothing in itfelf objeGionable, more 
efpecially ‘as a fhort way of {peaking of—the conftitution of the 
government ;’ but it appears to be an obnoxious word, and notwith- 
ftanding it is to be found in lord Grenville’s bill, it is confidered 
as vague and nugatory—< in fhort—the government we know—and 
the /aws we know—but the con/fitution we know not. It is an un- 
known region, that has never been vifited but by dreamers, and 
men whe fee vifions; and the reports they make are fo contra- 
dictory that no one relies upon them. Yet we can manage to fpell 
out of them, that there is refident there a great deal of faction 
and fedition; envy and ambition; and fomething that looks like 
eternal warfare of party.” It is afferted, * that the whig party 
has contained in it fome of the moft dangerous men, and produced 
fome of the moft peftilent writings that have appeared ;’ and it is 
contended with fome juftice, ‘ that the whige in place always atted 
like tories.’ Thofe lately acquitted by juries for high treafon ‘ have 
fince been found guilty by their country ;’ the ‘ new democrats who 
at prefent infeft the country’ are termed ‘ 2 fet, that are not a party 
but aconfpiracy; a band of catilinarians that look only for plunder 
and bloodfhed, general confufion and anarchy.” With thefe < the 
refuge of the evhig club have fraternized to make a common caufe! 
the dregs of the upper clafles of fociety, mingled with the dregs of 
the lower!’ 

Mr. Reeves, chief juftice of Newfoundland, fteward of the duchy 
of Lancafter, commiffioner of bankruptcies, Jaw clerk in lord Hawket- 
bury’s office, treafurer to the Weitminfter police, chairman of an 
aflociation againft republicans and levellers, &c., is reported to 
be the author of this very extraordinary pamphlet, which may be 
properly enough bound up with ‘ the Example of France a Warning 
to Great Britain,’ written by Mr. Arthur Young, Secretary to the 
Board of Agrieulture. 

The houfe of commons has voted Mr. Reeves’s pamphlet ‘ 2 
f{candalous libel,’ and dire&ted the attorney general to proceed ac- 
cordingly. As for us, notwithitanding the jails of the metropohs 
have been peopled with unfortunate men, charged by the crown law- 
vers with writing, preaching, publifhing, and printing fentiments 
heiiile to royalty, yet we are averfe to profecutions tor opinions 
whether political or religious, as the caufe of truth, and the in- 
tereits of the people, will always be beft, and moft fuccefsfully 
defended, by reafon and argument, : , 


ART. 


The Republican’s Calendar. 653 


Art. xu. 4 littl plain Englifh, addrefid to the People of the 
United States, on the Treaty negociated with bis Britannic Maje/iyy. 
and on the Condud of the Prefident relative thereto; in Aifwer te, 
°* the Letters of Franklin,” With a Supplement, containing an 
Account of the turbulent and fadtious Proceedings of the Oppojers of. 
the Treaty. By Peter Porcupine, Author of Obfervations on 
Dr. Prieitley’s*Emigration to America, and a Bone to Gnaw 
for the Democrats, &c. &c. Philadelphia printed; London 
reprinted, for Kivingtons. 8vo. 109 pages. 3795. 

A writer under the name of Franklin having afferted, ¢ 1. that 
to form a commercial treaty with Great Britain, is a flep at once 
unneceflary, impolitic, dangcrous, and difhonourable ; 13. that 
if forming a treaty with Great Britain were confiftent with found 
policy, the terms of the prefent treaty are difadvantageous, humie 
hating, and difyraceful to the United States; and 111. that fup- 
poling the terms of the treaty to be what every good american 
ought to approve, yet the conduct of the sors relative to 
the negotiation and promulgation of it, has been highly improper, 
and even monarchical, and tor which he deferves to be impeached “' 
Peter Porcupine, who avows.himfelf to be an ‘ englifhman,” en- 
deavours to counteract all his pofitions. In the courfe of this 
attempt he treats the americans in general, with very little ceres 
mony, and after abufing many refpectable individuals by name, he 
calls the democratic fociety of Philadelphia ‘ a club of butchers, 
tinkers, brokem huckfters, and tranfatlantic traitors ;’ nay the very 
negroes come in for their fhare ot feorn, as ‘ patriots, and firm 
friends of the modern french.’ 

We are afvured by our author, that all the refpectable citizens 
of America are in favour of the late treaty with Great Britain, 
and that they only are againit it, who with to cheat the englifh 
merchants out of their debts, or hope to become ‘ committee men, 
privateers men, and confifcators.’ 

Thefe writings prove, that party difputes are carried very high 
in America, and that the liberty of the prefs is enjoyed in the 
fulleft latitude. 


Art. xii. Annuaire du Républicain, ou Légende Phyfco tconomi- 
gut, Se—The Repudlican’s Calendar, or a Phyfico-economical 
Legend, with the Explanation of three Hundred and Seventy-two 
Names affixed to the Months and Days, ES’, By Eleuthérophile 
Millin, Profeflor of Natural Hiftory. Second Edition, S8vo. 
360 pages. Pr. cs. De Botte. 1795. 


Me. Mirurn here boafts of the reform of the vulgar era, the 
divifion of the months into decades, andthe fubftitution of names 
conneéted with ufeful information, in the place of thofe of tyrants, 
monks, and the canonized robbers of the church of Rome, as 
events that do honour to his country and human nature. 

He obferves that every thing relative to the cultivation of corn, 
and the making of bread, will be found in the new calendar under 
the articles 44, /vigh, terre vegetal, moulin, Sc.; that the art of 
making wine may be difcovered by referring to raifin, one, ven 
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demiaire, cuve, prefoir, tonneau, Sc. ; while the terms germinal, florea}? 
fruttidor, fougére, mouffe, lichen, &Se. will convey fome idea of bo 
tany, and fo, in refpect to other arts and fciences. 

While fpeaking of the commencement of the year, he fhows, 
that, until 1564, the french reckoned from Eafter, and that the 
very king, who commanded the maffacre of St. Bartholomew, 
calculated from the firft of january, which correfponds neither 
with the feafons nor the figns. 

The’ 22d of feptember, or the firft day of the republic, in cone 
fequence of a fingular coincidence, is admirably calculated, he 
tells us, for the commencement of the year, as at eighteen mi- 
nutes thirty feconds after nine o’clock in the morning of that 
day, in which royalty ceafed to exift in France, the fun entered 
the fign of the balance, and the autumnal equinox took place: 
* thus,’ adds he, * the equality of day and night was marked in 
the heavens, at the moment when civil and moral equality were 
proclaimed by the reprefentatives of the french people as the 
facred foundation of their new government.’ | 

This work is well contrived to root out the prejudices engen- 
dered by tyranny and fuperftition, It alfo contains a variety 
of ufetul information on almof every interefting tubjed&. 


ArT. xLiit. Conffitution de la République Francaife, (Sc.—Confti- 
tution of the French Republic, proposed to the French People by the 
National Convention. 8vo. 52 pages. Price 2s. De Boffe. 
1795+ 
Tuts is the third conftitution formed for France fince 1789, one 

aving been drawn up and accepted in 1791, another in 1793, and 
the prefent in 1795. The fir recognized a limited monarch, and 
invelted him with ail the power, fplendour, and dignity, that any 
man could defire, who was not fafcinated with defpotifm. The 
fecond was founded on republican principles, and the right] of uni- 
veria! fuffrage: while the legiflative power appertained to a fingle 
afiembly. [he third limits the right of fuffrage, balances one 
branch of the legiflative body by another, and forms a third purely 
executive, which is to fuperintend the public fynétionaries, and en- 
force the laws. We fhall here prefent an outline of the laft. 

The french people proclaim the declaration of rights and duties 
ef a man and acitizen in the prefence of the fupreme being, and 
the firft of theie are made to confift in liberty, equality. furety, and 
property. Liberty is defined to be the power of doing whatever 
violates not the rights of another; equality, the enjoyment of the 
fame laws, without any di€tin¢tion of birth, or inheritance of power ; 
furety refults from the union of all, to enfure the rights of each; and 
property is the right potteied by every one of enjoying and dif- 
poiing of his eilate, his goods, and the fruits of his labour and in- 
duliry. It is alio wifely provided under this head, that no law, 
whether civil or criminal. fhall havea retroa¢live efte@&, and that no 
perion fhall fell himfelf or another, this fpecics of property bei 
inalienable. As the conftitution extends to the colonies, this ef- 
Sectually cuts up negro flavery by the roots. The duces principally 
Genk in doing unto others as we would be done unto; ima reli- 
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fous obedience to the laws ; in maintaining liberty, equality, and> 

property. No man is a good citizen, who is not a good fon, a» 

good father, a good brother, a good friend, and a good. hufband. | 
CONSTITUTION. 

Art. 4. The french republic is one and indivifible. 2. The uni- 
verfality of french citizens forms the fovereign. 

Tit. rt. Division oF Territory.—In addition to the 
departments of the mother country, the colonies are declared in- 
tegral portions of the republic: St. Domingo, is to be divided 
into four departments at the leaft, and fix at the moft. , 

Tit. ir, Potiticar Srate oF Citizens.—Every man born 
and refiding in France, who has attained the full age of 21 years, ih 
had his name infcribed on the civic regifter of his canton, has re- 
mained a year afterwards in the territories of the republic, and . 
who pays 2 dire& landed or perfonal contribution, is a french ci- ' 
tizen: they who fhall have ferved during one or more campaigns, 
for the efiablifhment of the republic, are ipfo facto citizens. An ig- 
norance of writing, and reading, or being deftitute of a mechanical 
profeffion by which a man can honeftly earn his bread, is to ope- 
rate as an exclufion from the civic regiiter. 

Tit. 1112 Primary AssemBiLies.—The primary aflemblies 
are compofed of citizens domiciliated in the fame canton. Thefe 
are to affemble on the firft of germinal in order to proceed to the 
election 1. of the members of the electoral affembly; 2. of the 
judge of the peace and his affeflors; and 3. of the prefident of the 
municipal adminiftration of the canton, or the municipal offices in 
the communes that do not contain 5000 inhabitants. 

Tit. iv. Exvecrorat Ass—emBLits.—Each primary afiembly 
is to nominate an ele¢tor for every two hundred citizens; each 
elector muft be twenty-five years of age, and pofiefs a certain fpeci- 
fied property. 

The electoral affemblies ele&t 1. the members of the council of 
ancients, and then thofe of the five hundred; 2. the members of the 
tribunal of caffation; 3. the grand juries; 4. the adminiftrators of 
the departments; 5. the prefident, public accufer, and regifter of the 
Griminal tribunal ; and 6. the judges of the civil tribunals. = ny 

Tit. v. LecrstativE Power.—The legiflative body is com- 

ofed of a council of ancients, atid a council of five hundred; one 
third of each to be renewed yearly ; and no member of either can 
exercife any other public fun¢tion, except that of the archievift of: 4 
the republic. very member of the council of five hundred. muft } 
be thirty years of age, and domiciliated within the territories of the- 
republic during the ten years immediately preceding his eleétion, : 
The council of ancients is to confift of two hundred and fifty mem- 
bers, forty years of age, either married men, or widowers, who bi 
have refided within the territories of the republic during the laf fif- f 
teen years preceding their election. One hundred and twenty-fix 4 | 
members at leait are requifite for deliberation, and they have a ne- | 
gative on all the refolutions of the council of five hundred. i, | 














Jin vi. Lxecurive Power.—This is delegated to a direc- ‘ 
tory of five, nominated by the legillative body. They are to be forty ‘ 
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years of age, and chofen from among the citizens who have beex 
either members of the legiflative body or minifters. 

Tit. viz. ApminisTRATive MunicrpaLt Bonigs.—There 
is to be in every department a central and municipal adminiftra- 
tion; the members muft be twenty-five years of age, and two of one 
family cannot fit in the fame tribunal. 

Tit.vrni. joorcrar Power.—The judicial fun@ions cannot 
be exercifed either by the legiflative, or executive power; juftice 
is rendered gratuitoufly ; the judges cannot be deprived of their 
places, except in confequence of a legal judgment, or fufpended 
from their fun@tions, until after an admitted accufation fhall have 
taken place. Arbitrators in all civil cafes may be chofen, and their 
decifion fhall be final, unlefs a provifo is made tothe contrary. The 
judges of peace and their afleflors fhall a& as conciliators ; when 
their endeavours prove ineffectual, the caufe fhall be remitted to the 
civil tribunal. Jn criminal cafes, the crime muit be found by one 
jury, and decided by another. ‘The juries are to vote by means of a 
fecret {cratiny. 

Tit. xx. Or THe Armep Force.—This is inftituted to defend 
the ftate againft foreign enemies, and to enfure tranquillity, the 
maintenance of order, and the execution of the laws. The public 
force is effentially obedient ; no armed body can deliberate. The 
armed force is divided into the national guard fedentary, and the 
national guard in activity. 

Tit.x. Pusiic Enucation.—There fhall be primary {chools, 
by. means of which the childsen of the citizens fhall be inftruéted in 
reading, writing, arithmetic, and the principles of morality. There 
fhall alfo ‘be fuperiour {chools, and a national eftablifhment for the 
arts and {ciences. 

Tit. x1. Finances.—The public taxes, which the legiflative 
body alone fhall impofe, are only to be continued from year to year. 
All the expenfes of the ftate, certified and fubferibed by the mi- 
nifters, fhall be rendered public at the commencement of each year. 

Tit. x11. Externat Re1arions.—War cannot be decided 
upon, but in confequence of:a decree of the legiflative body, on 
the formal and neceflary propofition of the executive directory. 

Tit. x111. Should experience demonftrate the inconvenience of 
any of the articles of the conftitution, the council of ancients fhall 
propofe the revifion, which is to be fubmitted to the ratification of 
the council of five hundred. 

Tit. xiv. Gewnerat Dispositions.—No one fhall be pre- 
vented from fpeaking, writing, printing, and publifhing his thoughts. 
No one can be forced to contribute to the expenfes of any religion ; 
and the republic does not grant falaries to the minifters of any. Evets 

rfon may exercife any trade or calling when and where he pleafes. 
The houfe of each citizen is to be confidered as an inviolable afylum 
during the night ; and no one fhall entér it in the day time, but in 
virtue of a law, and by means of the conflituted authorities. 53 
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vings, F 224 
Hude's (Prof.) Natural Philofophy, Vol, 
111y G 330 
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Nicuors (J.) on the Situation of the 
Prince of Wales 10 
Nitre extraéted from the afhes of lime- 
kilns 22 
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P 529 
St.Dewnys, Hiftory of the Royal Abbey 
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